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CHAPTER X. 

Departure from St. Peter and St. Paul’s — Avatcha — Koraki 
Nachiekin — Apatchinsk— • Bolcheretzk — Utka Ostrog — 
Kolpakofskoi — Itchinsk — Kavaranskoi — Napanas— Tygil 
— Sedanka— Yelofka — Kharcbina Kamenoy Ostrog— 

Kamakie — Nishney Kamtchatsk — Cloocbie — Krestroya 
Ostrog — Kozerofsky — Massurah — Kirgannick — Milkoyah 
— Verchney Kamtchatsk — Stchegatchick — Sherom — Push- 
chien — Ganal — Malka — Return to St. Peter and St. Paul’s. 

All being prepared for me, I quitted*the port of 
St. Peter and St. PauFs accompanied by seventeen 
nartes, driven by the officers and principal inhabit- 
ants, and for two miles by the ladies, one of them 
at parting imprinting upon me a kiss, which 
was 

Speaking silence, dumb confession, 

Passion’s birth, and infant’s play, 

Dove-like fondness, chaste concession, 

Glowing dawn of brighter day ! 

B 2 
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AVATOHA. 


< It'was'tiot hing iieforel reacli«d Ava1»hA> 
li found dll the officens awaiting me» wkh tea and 
bther refreshments* The distance we had ccftnj^ iis 
ei^t miles, along the beach, and over a few little 
hiUooks covered with some stunted birch, k: At 
e%ht in the evening of the 20tb Novemberi O. 8. 
T prdcifoded upon my journey with -a Cossadc and 
four nartes; not that such a munber were neces- 
*saiy to di6w away my baggage, for it would not 
erefe AH the portmanteau of Sterne’s Sentimental 
Trat^Uei^ aUfaongh my pantaloons were of leather, 
JWhfle ‘his were pf silk, and conseq^uently move 
'^(4il^*1!d‘hfe''SfoWed'awayi' ■ 

^<^l‘9i'dih"A^atcha the path lies along itb^' viver tof 
tts*uwh'®ftamh;' our prc^8s,^aiHl 

N^te ^dthikwiSef unideasant, as wetting me ghod 
;^tfeMi ' * The foenerjr was very dull, ‘ and^*! was ^so 
dK^bed in contem^ that I could’ hatdl^^see 
• ’tile ^'Wght^ side of any thing. At ^ midnight!- 1 
Mftli^ed the'Ostrt^ of Kdraki, forty miles ircmif the 
■‘ p^} where are a few. fishing hamlets !iir< !toldtihle 
'dfiiiiKtidh; At dtte of tWemi I* fofl in<fwifov'aft;nld 
shijhhate who had come in the StHtie 'trkfii^ert 
‘ frorti'^ OkdtSk, He had departed l®te^]^0rt 
*' thi^ days before me, but a too fre^emt ti8e’'’of 
‘hl’tindy hkd induced the Kamtdihtddie^ fidny 
hnii dogs, in ho|ies of getting U |<drtidn df ' it.' ' 
The Cossack did nofarrive at the HUltittg place 



NACHI£K£K. 
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«lrtilveight in' tfce 'flioniing, and then in a 
istate as ' to render him a fit emftpaiiidn Iwpsinjr 
old shipinate. By noon, however, I got away <fod 
proceeded towards Nachiekin, thirty mUea 
country was so, deep in snow that itiwas mjjdipjgjht 
before we arrived.* We passed numerous, lydf* 
frozen streams, the dogs suffering a good deal,* and 
whenever I walked to rdieve them, I was surU'Of 
having my feet sevo^y wetted. .At Nachiekto;! 
had to combat with a drunken position, 
a Mucy Toion, and -old 
noyedlmeiv Patience was my only resourceiforjiome 
hours, after which, on a beamifitl frosty 
morningir I resumed the joui^y oY^' alfi^fiUi^ue 
: aodvmo^tainQus country, well Woodfid: Undv|IYa|«r- 
uedc ' {iUteat ni^t we reached a sim>lt.'Pl;i^ 
c Apaefainsktrfortyffive miles. Ere wevafriv^jd iWe 
hadito orofis the river called Bolshayu ip ft caime> 
the'fbrOir ,not/being frozen, a circiuustance;at ,this 
yeqr rarely, known, t JJT^y 
imiles farthe reached the , ancient , eepitsd.|Of 
< jKamtphatka, Bolcheretfsk, , now a .smah .<;YdA 9 ge, 
iCic^taining (fourteen dwellings, sone; hundred?! ipd 
vSKsteew inhabitants, and about, thirty halegapifi^i e. 
, sh^ for. drying fish. Tlm,.path to it.was.|Oiyp^ a 
dot level aiiirogi the , .1 wa&Aiys*!|^(thf>id4!?®*‘ 
towards; fhe, abode of my now fetherrm-iew, whose 
horn#! miners, numerous, heidthy, s«iiUng chil- 
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BOLtfiEltEir^K. 


dreB, diid hearty bteaikfast, made ample mneiida 
for the failles bf the last two days. * > <? 

Bolcher^zk stands on the river of its own ilaimJ^ 
al^t fifteen miles firom the sea of CHcofok, and 
kha Mttle to bo^t of at present but the affectiont^ 
remembrance the inhabitants bear to the memory 
of Major Behm, so highly spoken of by 'Captaid 
King. I heard, also, strange stories of the fceie^ 
brated Benjofsky, who madd his escape hence to 
Canton, having previously murdered soinie peo[>lid 
and fomented an insurrection. I heard jiothhig 
in his favour, although an old lady, afterwards my 
aUnt, was a companion of his; I found Bolche- 
retric to be Inhabited by a dvil Jyec^ei aH Rtiks- 
rians : but were it otherwise 'it might be ekpecited 
I should speak . highly Of it, as the first |)lade 
where iny wife saw the light of day. ifin J 

I could not fail Of heihg a welcome gliest*at Sudii 
a ^lace/Where neither tobacco, tea, nOT 'Spirits ihhd 
been taste<^for the l^f three mortthS^liy 'Mity 
dividual. Of course I left a small quanti^>^ 
each ^tiele with my friends; ntalditg' therti; d# 4t 
were^ roU; in luxuries; in rttnrh * for 
ceiVed stweral sables and fbies t»‘pre^ni!si-»^he 
state of the river was Such as to preveht^ttfy^jptiflt. 
ceeding upon my journey in le^* thtm 'tWO' ddy#, 
Whieh period I passed very h4>pily> * Wifodering 
over the extensive site of this ancfont'plaee'y’il^ 



CQW^pe^. tp, |l»p 

live hundred ip]tp>hill^fs, wMc^ ¥v«»l?S§R/ 
pWflfe^tethe j^raftvpl.pf the 6 p 4 t of gpyffil^^t, 

part^ .by di?P9ae* Itt-4is^le.48,^4^,.f(^,4.f^t 

qf.^pyprpmentt tI,.,con^dpr .it ^t^ 

and, St. Paul’s : ,hpre fbei« js 
tm^ and an abupdihpe 9 f wood; tbe^, ne^^|i^^% 
ope nor the other. Theadyantage of 
St- Petpr at4 St. Pa!ul’sis»po.4pu^>^»;?,S^*^ltfeiP^? 

bn|;,tiite|[^ver Bol^haya,is.,by np 
ppate for ..fte ^mall trapsppf-ts fyopi, i„|p 

§ay npjthjingtOf the gl-eater ppipber ,ap4 ipprp.^ 
ypya^ which could be niade,, cppipapp^ 
tbfi^ SPtuaJjl^, pprforined ,^o the pre^t .papit^.^ ,^, 
<, ,Cano^ M“g .prpvjde4,J..rpsinnpd.,;pyJoj^^^ 
inj.jg heavy fall of snow, , and ^eypg|in|g.|^tj^re^ 
branches of tbe. . river , .entered ppp*} V'^y 
H taiise of ^now.^ and eight feet ^eep; ,sa ;4^^^ult 
tpt,jpa^s,,,tliat if yf^ fiM5pa o’cloclc thp /oi|p'^^g 
ipornii^ , before, j[; reached Uthp, OaRf 9 g,^ibay.^ 
beenht^PPty bpars, in; goifig, fi^en , nule^,,^ 
ronte iyaa jal^ag ,the ^a, coast, baying./a^ Jo.,^^^^ 

i%ht nn^ipjeyi^e# ,yangP..of ,nipi«itains|, 

nadfefabln,4iyp^b»g8 .»h ; «»• . eaippsed , aitn^ti%.)^|lf 

plenty, of, 

b^,a|5ajnlbAt,fian of. Xbe.chief^y^^^^ipt, 
bwting, jin4 aa ^>,eoni4 .not pyocwe r49€;fi J 
I5e#aii^a^i,si3t, bomiln ^o^lgbi 



» vpROf'SKAl&A'IiiYiRJl* 

ICickchi(^^ tweo^yiu^ olpqilRl 

Yrrqt^edofssi^witb the lasti and ilik« iteoirtakdi^ 

hahabitants, noast 

afSB^feahM (ftbm .work / by? disease.; ; • Wi^ithe 
twne dogs !' reached' Koic^ky Ostrog thirty miles 
ak>n^> the «ea coasts ! upon which a trratoendous 
smfi^was roadiig with a< strong north..WestiwiBd^ 
il^aiiemre jit the neighbouihood several Ato lakes 
Whkibl never fi«eae, and produce trout and salmon 
pealt>£ kiifino. flatour during the whole of; >1^ 
wrpher^ 1 /I Deer* mountain-dieep, : andr game o. of 
e«enyideseription sthat is found in the- peninsula 
aksK^d blithe and forests, and .fine 
^adew.lanjli !evei!y< where sldrt the coask< ; ; .r . r. r; 
A^l > iremmned to take tea with the . old^TofoiR 
{ found fo be a fiddler and a soholan, and 
<^k|part^ fot VoroftfcoyX^trOg, .forty milesi H^ T 
mountains now approached nearer, to/dm sed ocnuSk 
afldi present '*some Iwautifid acenei^; .:.Irpilt(n|> at 
theifoode of a weahliy Eussian fomolerr' aad 
ldghly>igratified in obsming a amah htdJfaf herd 
pf^cattfo^n This: is coosidiered a riehispot«ilipasti%^ 
#s it(do!!ni.af$farty head of oxen, yet itcentainstODly 
.ppedwjdiegs/ with: about forty liifoiyhhanti^raMt 
fffltougbito ke^tupithe chase. ; The .p^ceiiaprefr- 
j^i^Uated oni the Vorofokaya riverr about. feUu’ 
pileii from ithe sear There is a ‘Snuguhjnrhmih at 
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tilt w4i(ef® Ihd 

i&fe<»t8fe *ftin*ieriy visited, a«d the! rivet ii 
gohi^ld^’the’ v®hkg^' wMch reteuiiii the vesri^s ' of 
i)5tttiiill%riiess* ■ Theiiieftdow' tehds ttbottt it ai(^ 
atiOi*^ Mtenrive ahd hkimMt.^^^ The iohal^tahlS 
fnrbvided iiie with > frozeii flfeh, a dditatSi^ I had 
stff’&mich’' enjoyed i on thei > Kolymaf with ? ducka 
dud vrefatHieer meat^ as also withxdogs? te iesUiwe 
thOi joiirneyj which earried*^^^^^ to * Ko^adeidkkit^ 
Qstrbg, ithhty lailes;! alcngifa dreai^sea! teadh. 
aihe^yiHdge eontaii|sf!*sia> dw«^ihgs?>?and ^dtrty 
people/ whO ftirni$he(i me with<dogs. W Krouto^ 
thirty’ ?aiheauti|bh^9itu|t(iaii 
wear jjthfe of 

reaching’' frtwfir'henofe' to ■’Bolthetetsdc.’-i 

burning mouhtaih, heaviitehijisk, 
here «beboines>'viribiej and ^thou^ ^the d(junt^% 
adlHcb, 'not v a’ head of cattle is to be iaeit ?V£illh 
Aoi«>VoroilkBya.^'-'' . ? vr-;- -;iiK;:;!?iGm 

hr. '^lltelMnsk; are thirty miles of stiperioPibdii^ 
lity, ^ socdeej^ in? snw^ that we were obU^ tb 
i»hd ifciby/tkirtefto go a-head with show^shoesifyt 
flttitenotfaieji^the j goVeitimenti of a‘ nai%S^ - 
thvewiii’iiponiimi^ wMcH I at i ihtt: iihade •bilt^h 
iMm^^i^hkitd^oft' Itcl^h has tw^veudw^lfi^, 
•iltia ednse^ently’a conriderable?J[dac^!< 
ialsO two^priests, lute^her^^^hoid iifoittdidriiiking 
« deodt^dni^if dried herb %steftd ofiHea. i i 
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BElJkOCKLOFftK . eiKEEQO. 


angi^^inth the Toion wha had letiiipieigliitdli^ 
mtendi^^nrme^ and^dedined m dimdi* 

iog^ tije Btrcmgest mark of dis^easure phkl^tMii 
he dio^ . to these simple people. The poo|1>d^ 
lemr t felt fthe a%ht so severely as he saw jme ehi^ 
taring another yourte, that ^J[ could not hdpirdi 
gretting the determination 1 had made. c Tq ^ 
pedina it is thirty-five mileS) which 1 travelled in 
eon^any with the reverend pedlars, for eveiy? 
body ha« is a merchant. <1 made th^ happy <1]^ 
a pound of tea, a few pounds of tobacco, . and u 
bottle of spirits. The road was very finei aud 
the weather had much increased in cold, so much 
to« that the thermometer stood rat 25V whi^ J 
had never befmre seen in Kamtchatka above li8t| 
Thence ;to Morososhna, thirty miles of ,a gqpd 
road. ! The last-named village may be termed 
laige,.oQDtmning eighteen dwellings apd a hupn 
deed inhabitants, in the enjoyment of many 
mefos, yet without cattle. Thence the road^lay 
dbong the foot of the mountains, the scenery ^ 
which gives a relief to the eye, as it js for general 
unfoterestfogi all the way from 13olcberei^»i(^i 
oept at r at . few places. Upcm the road to ^Qielag% 
lof^ Ostix^,; thirty-five miles, I got; (twfoerjipfifit 
into, toe river w^ the > means , of dryfog (i 
cbangii^ my clothes, and sufi^red .ipuohutfo^ CPnT 
sequence^ in my feet. I had affine yfoW) .eiG,toe 
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Irtn^itoan t . ItGhirisksi,ra Sopka* or^ ;inoui|li^ 
^fabh* eontyuied visiUe until i reached Khoewf 
awvayfofty niiles»>the road to which is ia gencatal 
. gbod^ thoughi there are mme parts i daagemuifc at 
the night time. The ice from the raphiityvvel 
toe current frequently sunk’ under ue» but fivnU^ 
our velocity of movement no accident happened^ r;; 

At midnight I continued on for Kovraiwfcrgr; 
0str(^, twenty-two miles. There is n lawato 
Kamtchatka obliging the Toions to have a path 
made within twenty-four hours alter every, snow 
stmrm. Our chief had failed in his duty dnx' tom 
particular, and consequently .wasudbliged^to tjgo 
before upon his snow shoes.; and such ‘ was iMs d» 
llgence from fear of reprehmisimi, toat /he wd 
only; arrived before me, but arrived in five houB, 
a very short time to accomplish such a joutoiey 
upon show shoes. 1 found it the most miseraldd 
placed had seen for a long period, reminding^mia 
of Zashiversk in northem Siberia. * The dwws 
of th 0 hills are covered with brush-woo^ witlb 
little other appearance of nature. Fram henoetto 
Uskolofekoy Ostrog are thirty-five mUes,^ which 
was obliged to do by walking ’ andidteraaidf 
toiving a naite, and cannot say which of i toe^bam 
is toe most fatiguing. The diseases qnmValeut 
in toe*plato‘preveiited almost any asststancd b^ig 
relhdded' us. '^ere are no cattle; (yet* fiiie iliiitn 
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KOVllANSKOY. OSTllOG. 


duw Jtuifis. s imd ganae. are tdiundai^-i! M 
thl^ plfn^ iaiet with another old shipmate juBt the 
person , of the brandy contractor, who; acoom^Pr 
nied me to the next<s^tion, Napanas, a milage, 
with vsi^ dwellings and foity people. The read 
leading to it is considered dangermis, owing to <a 
larger toimdra or swampy des^ which mnstJ^ 
creesed; ^the distance is forty miles. We r passed 
therdesert in a slight faU of snow, which hadnot 
been srt^eient ^ to obliterate f the ma^s^ of the 
trajqhy ,.eh)e . , , mpst jhaye .been; compelled/ to halt 

wl5W®y^ the snow pvertoph nsr. I did not awiiM? 
imtii two, o^ock iin idm moroingj, having 
previously huifod down a snowy declivity, ^,pnf 
hundred, foet in. depth : at thp^ bottom of 

l,^gmde»dogs and narte aElay huddled tcgeth^; 
however veaced I felt inclined lo be» I CQuld? 
help;/lai]^hing. The guide could' hardly haV 0 ;iAp 
tended>n l>eiformance of the kindy whifh iffOight 
have caused* serious consequences it is , 
was a little in liquor, but that was my fouh^ 
rather than his. ^ i * ; 

The velocity and facility with which W0 > had 
descended the declivity, was' more than equalfod 
by the difficulty we had iu ascending jfrmurfi it* 
To'idrag me and the na#e from the abysaiitu* 
qifo^ all the dogs erf the . other vehicles aS/ Wfid 
as.;tbe help of all the drivers, yet .we suqcipeded 



^ NAPANAS. - 

dt' uftdti replacing the bd^dg^, 
^ pwfeet^Sfek,' coflteiniHg paSsp^ attd< 

i^lfetitfe to my journey was ntissftig^ ' tMSi 
fSHhiii^' p^hi^d an ima^nary evil, wbuld' fiaftiS 
baeh sewrely firft by nfe. For a long dUie ^ 
Sedrebad in rain, turning' up the 'srionr, and ‘ at 
feifet' f 'gavef it Up for tost/ •Sufch' a Ibss helper 
dMy’niop’ probaWy ever will happen’ to any O^r 
pbision, as thh papers Whibh 'foiinfed its ' bonterttS 
ai^ hot likely to-be again*' grahted.‘ *‘^%e poor 
^de Wa^ the pibthre Pf des^if, atid yow^i# to 
do penahee if lie could only redOvier thfeiri,’ WhiScb 
atdast' was effected thrbtjtgh the 'ekfehfiohif iffib 
Wfaridy 'ehibf/ Wb arrrved thence all Well^^ 'aftd 
f^tfed^^heartiiy; Napattas cbhtains eight’ 'dwaU^ 
ihgS and an excellent Toibh, Whb^ indut^- ^the 
pebpftbWUder hfe command to show 'Uie thb '^ha*- 
t^nd: dance. The poor fellows^ willin^y ioM^ed 
nil^‘^(^ng the improvements they • have made 
ujpoh ’the phictice of bears, or rather,* perhaps,^ bn 
*ihat of goats';' T^ie dance Cmisists in ' a Variety ' Of 
distortions of features and limbs, all dotthdeSS -db-- 
y>vhd’ front iJie ridrCulotts and wanton custoihs of 
'thbir'innCeStbrs. The dance of the-CossfiM^iF 'is 
equally bad* if not worse, yet I have se^ il‘^bften 
practised iW Yakutsk by females WhO*tSMiktldJha'ee 
'kii^wn bCttef*;* The woman, who princip^ 

■p^t^brmer, 'cbmntenceS^ with a band- 
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extehdsd by the hands, somewhat " like 
oup: own shawl dances; now used to hide h«r 
hioe from one, then from another, but always wi^ 
the ol^ect of singlmg^ut him whom she most 
preSsn as her partner. In a most unbecominif 
posture she approaches the favourite from the 
cenfre of the ro(nn ; now dropping her head with 
a jrniave air alternately upon each breast or 
shoiddesi, while her hands are employed in ccnn^ 
inittii^ outrages u|]ipn decoriun.: The man, 
idgi taken of the handkerchief; joins the> 
dance ; the wcmmn now reluctai^y affecting to- 
quit, appears again as anxious to rejoin him; 'this 
sort of antic motion is continued, till at length 
the woman amks- as from Migue upon her kneet^^^ 
and in the act of falling is dexterously' recovetod 
bylthe'man; and thus the dance doses, - 
agility and imitative powers of toese wild : 
atics are really surprising, and I make no dOiUit^^ 
that were thby to have an opportunity of 'seeii%‘ 
the modem improvement in the alt Qf dandngj4ts< 
now-aKlays in various public theatres;* 
they would be found capaUe of imitatmgf, hot ' 
only Sears and goats, but geese also. 

^FVom Napanas I proceeded down the riPcr 
its own name to its junction with the Tygask; 
having previously sent the Cossack with the post,- 
and my baggi^ stra^ht on to the fortress. I 
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reMhedttiie haven, whore th6 brig Paul was bid 
upiiin the ice, with her lowo' riggk^ met the 
nii30tthea4 1 suppose to become frost-bitten. ^ 
b^i^ to the government^ ,]||td makes (m ilage 
Okotsk with breads stores, &Ci carry^ 
ingrba^ the furs which have been collected, A 
brjg^jpf; (me hwidred and twenty tons is thus kept 
iitnconunissicm to carry bread for a lew people s 
<li;Niance of three httn(ired mibii. Its c ommande r^, 
offieos, smd about twenty>4ve peojdepaid audJed 
theiwhide year ! 1 never knew a nusKshamehil 
instauc^iaf inconsiderateness on the part of the 
officers of any place, in any country. This brig, 
on an average, is not more than fifteen days at 
sea tn the course of the year, and ought, if proper 
exertdons were made, and proper encouragement 
givan, to s«^)ply Idgiga, Tygil, and Yamsk witb 
piovM(ma |/ instead of which, each of these j^Kes 
kei^ a similar vessel Tolerably good barracks 
an^ store-houses have been built by the 'steersman^ 
or. commander, who has charge of (he brig. The 
dist(uice of the haven to the sea is ten miles, and 
bebw the fortress twenty, which last place I 
reached in time to dine with its commandant, a 
lieutenant of the imperial navy, a young man who 
had held the situation near five years, , but who 
will.now shortly leave it; that being the period 
aUotted ffir his continuation in Krvice. 
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TygiJ, sii«Mj§„0!H Uie rfyer of 
ithwRty nail^ feom the sea. The country rpjp)^ jt 
^a3,aQinewhat of the picturesque dupugTt]^,.^mp> 
but its : gituatiqp, in winter is ,e;x|}Q^ ippd 
d^MUy.. ' A range of mountains frenu; thp >I$«{ihtlliP 
theiJS»&. defend it in some d^ree from^^Utlpnid^t 
iinnds,t|ret , it is on the whole but; . a, ppor^rptaat- 
at present itwenty-seYeu dwedbag^iwi 
.^^^imdued and fifty iid^abitan^^ audiiibtdiixi- 
•mi&ided aToltl%ssi^l^ 1 aneniy it «i#y;aotua[|^(h«t^ 

te^its#tieagth^ by.it refereiioejt^ (ih|(»ge’s ^/Tjra!^ 
wbotapeahingiof fortlpiM or 
the latter; wmd comptehendii^ jgiberiaiiuftNdlfapS, 
siqrf, ^Mt would be d«i^rouS' to.attp;# #tQi^^ 
th^, -Ion whoever wanted to^n^nt^ ^^e gfmUfB^ 
wsd ionly bulwark, a wooden paliug,>^<lldd Wfilt 
probsldy come to the ground wtth |ha Wh(^ttiilir 
ttire about him.” Such I am bhoi^re- 

smt atate bf TygU, and which, witbitt bolif 
QlMBa<dia» can oidy be he^ ternmm iiwousAhp 
nei^ddKmring/Koriaks : th&K^mtcbatdaleC^tu^ 
a physicaUy sttongi eDi^liid'^ 

to create, a disturbance. ’ . i 

..Theinh^tants of Typbare'aU Rua«i^;'<^the)| 
tuui% 4ate got the of a cluircli’ as wefi^as 
df an ihe6|Atal erected ; < whea ts arete l^.-^efl«|er-f 
od in limow’ not, thmigb shfift Ihope$dipr,i%^ 
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' ivarited. The ravagSi^ of {l cekain 
fU^ise at this place are ind^d dreadful, ahd T 
iSHhuld think ought to call forth the attehtfoft' df 
the govenimettt so far as to induce them to export 
dodio^ to^ and import priests from KamtchaUca. 
I iiiean no disrespect to those revCTend genttemeh, 
hut just to hint^ as my opinion^ that instead df the 
’aonl ©tilyi^ it #oidd be better to take csJre ctf the 
iotd and’ body at the same time. The fwew^ 
nsmher Of peM^de anfma^" admitted to the 'hos> 
piMl^-'tk)i<)%M'is^ t^^ htindred and nesrf;^ 

’tirieeats pdptdatioh; who 'are chiefly erap- 

plojted in firidi^ and tra^ng with the nrighhOim- 
ing'-Xoriak^ or Kamtchatdales. H»e pl*Be ahto 
HerreS 'te keep tq)' the winter communication whli 
69tetsAl. l^or the Koriaks win not ftelish reini 
deer Or’dtgs to carry the post, unlc^ they are ’ roi 
rnttheratedby a present of tobacco, ^rit^ &c. 
’’'‘f'rioM what 1 ha(ve seen of the Koriaks, both kf' 
l^gfl and in their encampmoits to the southward^ 

I ha\% nodonbt of their being of the same tribe 
a» the Tchuktchi ; they have the same features, 
manners^ and customs, and the same language — ■ 
the same love of independence, and are, in truth,’ 
less scrupulous* of giving oflence to the Russians 
than their northern neighbours, for they frequent- 
ly break out in hostility with the inhabitants of 
Tygil, unless a supply of spirits and tobacco is 

VOI.. II. c 
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sent? to them, for which, however, they barler;J!^f 
di^ef and hirs. 

’^5 The climate of Tygil is cold ; already hadiihe 
thermometer passed 28® of Reaumur. The^G<Kl4 
sadks, however, contrive to raise a few vegetableai 
as potatoes, cabbages, turnips and radishes ; hut 
the tw6^ foimer never arrive at cwn|dete maturity) 
the^ne being waxy, and the other without' a headu 
famous antiscorbutic cheremsha, or wild, gi^*' 
abounds, as does a small but delicious : root;) 
iwflftvofur somewhat resembling a sweet potetoe, 
called, in the language of the country, kimtchigai 
There also an abundance of wild berries^ in/the 
neighbburhood of Tygil, yet their chief suppapb iis 
fish 'and irein-deer, of both which I partook at the 
hos^table table of the commander of the ; fiAteessf 
At the expiration of four days I de{«rted^ having 
remained ’ so long to recover my: feet, ’wlridv’ had 
been severely frost-bitten from weti 
I Was accompanied by the cominandenr!o£;#ib 
transport lying in the Haven: he was 
termed a good, though a droll, fdlow ; andd wos 
gratified with bis society. Our route lay tat -fimt 
up the Tygil, which from, its* source to nfear the 
town runs through an interesting coimlky.fifrAt 
ffiMnight we reached Sedanka, a small ^village, 
containing six dwellings. Prom thence to Bokbe^ 
retrft is called the Tygil coast, whidi, igeneifaUy 
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speakiit^, 16 loiv and flat, the sea-coast being from 
thirty to forty miles from the mountains. The 
^Ua^ through which I had come were all of 
theth- upon the banks of some small sti*eam8i 
wliifch, in most cases, rise in the mountains ; -but 
Sometimes they emanate from the lakes, whidi are 
mlinerous. The rivers I do not apprehend to be 
diote than the melting of snow and rain whitfh 
dwcend' from the eternally snow-clad peaks: 'Hie 
(piantit^ of homed cattle upon the coast is so 
small as not to merit notice, although riie pastures 
aiff extensive anlS fertile enough to feed mfllionS. . 
xlAtiSedanka we procured d(^ to enaUe us itio 
crdss' the mountains to the next station, a distance 
(rfjone hundred miles. Early in the morning we 
passed the Cam]) of the Koriaks,, and continued out 
route! bling the Sedanka river for forty miles, When 
woS reiaiched the Rasoshna. We encamped for the 
night in the snow, placing ourselves between the 
ds^sf^and the fire ; we passed, on the whole, a 
!plehsuwt Wight, although my feet were still in a 
had state, owing probably to their late want of 
pedestrian exercise. The following day we 
cfessed' numerous elevated lakes, and then over 
Ifiountuitis and va well- wooded country; Onour 
wii^i we ’^ 'in with a fwravan of deven nartes 
fr(hn the stown 'of Gtiatchi bound to Tygil. Wj|^ 
dMinued undk we reached an elevated desert of 
c 2 
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milfes lorig, which wc lirossed itf a oankhriii 
ythrin of wind and snow, called in this dountpy 
pt)irga ; vre halted in a miserable jdabe, tnivitig 
cOihe about thirty miles. I can hardly ima^iife 
ho^v the poor dogs found their way, or how they 
managed to drag us along. There are times when 
tb^e are so tremendous that mountains 

Of ‘show are levelled, immense valleys ^1^. 
HtdiirljiOols formed of snow, not only stoppibgi^h 
fiitthfer progress of the traveller- but absolutely 
htetyrng ' him and his- dogs nothing can- -eis?- 
cissed th’e‘ devastation, or* be cbmpared‘to It,- feat 
tJib^‘’effeets ' V)f the wind On sandy deserts nor 
’tnotmtains. ’ I haVe known instances of iptbjite 
detained' for twenty and thirty days in* <<ihis> trfes- 
mendOhs pass^ and it is seldom that it isiforelased 
rfithOxit a gale. And yet all this ;difficufty (and 
danger might be obviated simply by the ereetion 
of crosses or moimts, as jp the northern: partt/dif 
SbeHa; where I have seen in the distance of tMrty 
or forty miles, a small mound of earthy 'Withna 
White and black chequered cros^ fdaced- at *eVMy 
one hundred and fifty yards. ’.!■::!> .v:>i 

’ The night was exceedingly cold, and the isnnw 
and wind prevented our even enjoying the luxwiy 
of a cup of tea, for no fire could be lighted. Oross- 
in^ a second toundra, desert, of seven wide, 
with infinite labour to the dogs as WOll xaivonn- 
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Mivia^iD we : eateved upon a most magnificent cqwo^ 
toyvi * Lofty,, straight, and stout firs lined the rigld^ 
jftf ihd valley^ while the dwarfish larch, and alder, 
:mi3(ed with hirch, stood upon the left in all their 
bfliiidied and crooked shapes. The contrast 
«xitDemely pleasing as we , glided along the . n^y 
volleys at a rapid rate. Immediately u|)(» 
lag: the desert the aiow and unud ceased,,and 
hidled the return of fine cold, wether. Ilfpt 4uug 
afteniwe'overtook a eatavan of naj’tes in.great 
txess, havings been detained ten days in the nijqviflh 
jtaiiis ky wenther . d<^s Iwd , . be^ «(ith’ 

out foodifor three daya^ and worej froipB .<^i^, 
okid^tfyr in the last stage.; Xu . the early, 
the evening we reached the Yelofka river* .lyhhh 
hnkes not ihr hence with the Kamtclmtka, ruioning 
^Qta pictulie^ue manner through the countvy..i , At 
iseraiTwe reached the ostrog of Yelofka, , fortunate 
fin having crossed the mountains so safely, . 

Yelofka- is a pleasant village of eight dv^eUiugs 
andisforty-^six people, the country roimd it is elcr 
jvated',and Urell-wooded, We remained only a 
few hours to refresh ourselves, and ,theH cooti- 
nund -the {.journey along the river of itsahwn 
rramei the hanks of which afford some beautiful 
■ scenery Im.i.id’t’ut fifteen miles. -We, theu canie 
to: i » d€a«rt, which we crossed in a {mrga» fortur 
aatelymoh very h^vy. v At forty miles. we reapbr 
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ed the village of Kiiartchina of five ^dw^Uiigti aodj 
thirty iiihabitants. I was welcomed tol it <by/a; 
re^>ettaMe looking old man, a priest^ sonv tos th 0 > 
bigidy eulogized priest of Paratounka» ■ 'nie'Aiii' 
perfectly well remembered Captains Cook ’‘ind» 
GSferk ; he having been at that time a young 
man, living with his father at the village of 4^- 
ratounka. Several uninteresting anecdotes •^e9>e- 
related of them, as also of Perouse, in their *rsttna 
bids of Shooting or chasing the wild aniinalsC^ 4' 
had at Yakutsk been recalled to the rerneinbrande' 
of Captain Cook by a silver watch, w^hich ' Wow 
belongs to Captain Minitsky, of the Russian - navyi: 
arid which, T think, is spoken of someWhei’ri'as 
havirig been given away by that gi’Oat riavigatdr 
to srime individual merchant. He probablyidi^ 
prised of it, and thus at last it has fhlleii>'inth’ 
the hands of the present holder, who, thoUgIt’ ® 
feel assm’ed he appreciates it highly, yet- wdtiW* 
not retain "it, should relations, or othets Tttlwes 
neariy concerned, express a desire to be' pris^sifed 
of so valuable a memorial. ‘ i - (.si 

Prom Khartchina the route lies over 'a-: lai^ 
lake, and thence over a fine open counttyy aboittidp 
irig with some of the finest fir-trees I have ' eved 
seen, reaching to the height of sixty and' eighty 
ferit. At twenty miles we reached the osUro^ of 
Karirerinoy, on the right bank of the Kanrtchatka^' 
and, chariging dogs, proceeded twelve miles fai'* 
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thert(^ Kto»dde, over ninnerous lakes near j tile 
liveri. The countiy here abounds with red 
and is certainly one of the most picturesque; 

Qf« the peninsula : the beautiiul view of the Sjpp^ 
OTiiPeak of Cliutchie, \vas hid in Hie clondsvr. X 
n^oved on towards Nishney Kamtchatsk*.als^,^ 
ancient capital in the peninsula, a momfelig^r 
ble place than the {iresentsite. Tim . weather 
now become vei'y mild, “no less th#n ^"|,pf, 
qf Reaumur. We made good about.s^tH^Uil^il^i 
of , i pnr< ; journey, through, very deep . ^gw/by 
enswing.moming, . For three , hours Tfve,^/pq| 
inove forwardi more than oneipiile, ,a,hea\ 5 y 
snoW; hud taken place, aud it jifas fipupd,, 
sible to proceed, owing to the ex,traor(Un,^,h§%t< 
of : the weather.' , No track . nor ,s 9 eut, oifej;^^ tp 
the, d<^8i .otherwise I would have .persisted, iu |hif; 
prosecution of my journey. The, driverS'j 
eyejr, ,/with snow shoes actually sunk eight^Ohs 
inches deep in the snow, and I was therefore O0|h," 
p^flied tOi return. We soon regained the qs^rog 
we had left, and there we passed the night, wit- 
n^ing such a scene of not and. drunkenness ^ is 
quite , beyond my pen to describe : had it pq|; 
for; the jwevious knowledge of the charqet^r,..0^. 
the*. Ramtchatdales which 1 entertaine(h...o^ th^h' 
inofSensive, although boisterous, conchjPh j t shopjd 
hmre ^ored Oomo unhappy result. I^y 
had parted withn few bottles of spirits , un,udnl|^t^- 



24- NISHNET ^A'MTfelfATSK. 

had 'dperdtfed, 

hittii^ei^ to' lathrch tmt ■ aduherttted 
c^<4ng, (tf eotiwe, a sable feacfr 
warf '■thoroughly convinced frotti this cirCihfHSt^ftii^' 
that' Kanftehatka ahoiild not be supplied ''Wfth ^ 

mortified at ^ot visiting' the 'to^rf'^fif * 
I'tehney^-Rajtftdiatsk, and its peW, bitt 
that the former contains t'wCnty^tivo 
aiPhl- bhe *hAndred 'and fifty inHabitaritsi and ' ^ 
UftteiK* ah^’afeCe^sffjie ^jpOrt, bat itHfidt feai'ed'TOf ’ 
w4tA'hf heift^ frequeirited. ' !Foi*nieHy,-’Miew 
s^^of gdVeirri'ifient wha held thcro;' VCsSfeft drthd*-' 
aiiy%eht’tiO*St.'Petee’and Stl'Padl'S foij^ proviiiCWS', ' 
bnb'^tlftt* h<y# 'nd -longer the' Cai^e.'^ TlftiMl** 
ahOttrida fn' SttCii' quantities and of = snCH* -^qayitJjK^ 
aS'ldithdd ittdhce the govehnnfcnt ' to' fell^and^td* 
ek^^oik ft to the present capital; where W is 
waited, r reached Gliutchie at ruidhightj^bfit^g'' 
cOhie bver ^ few lakes and a ha!f*fipkeh‘ -rfegh?* 
Clhltclne is a Russian jicasants’ vilktgei eontMtfthg * 
oriehun^ed and eighty inhaMtahts.-' -R'^fe '-pjetli'^ 
sahfly situated upon the right bank ed 
cb'atka, hi the foot Of the eaisterrt' feetiiilnatioh^tff * 
the lofty peak which is not far 
pCtdc ■ is said tO be the most eleroted -ini tliO' ^ponhii 
siftk; being about fifteen thousand feet 'abbv^ Ufe 
leyei'bf the sca.‘ It has fr^tieritiy ehiitted flaitfesj- 



^ngji'sfffy ,«Mtbi8 respec^le^,^^ 
Qbristi#?^vi -^r Ae grajd eruption, which |f^ , 
wi$»8S?^4 *» the Islwd of St. yincept’s^ W 
IiflWidiM ep regret »t not beingiaWa totiSflCCffle 
in Katntchatka. It is true that little or no. .miiH 
chief,^^rises , from the volcanoes of this peninsula, 
an^thoy inoy therefcHPe he n^re innoc^tly igojijr 
pl^ly, aeen and contemplated , .-h ruit! 

,;^he . amount of tiibute paid , by, thOvpcasnntsj 
ah9titj>t(^ ahiWngf* formerly it waa.twt^ty,;,, beh?ftj 
reduced ope half , at the ; tiine.;th^ I^mfdiatdplj^;. 
y^ach waa- i-educeds from twp tp one, aaWe. 
country ,iii- , ip , eyery^ respect , most i luxuj^iant, /Opdr. 
bf!UntiJ¥» and were theic a sufficiency of inhuhitcc 

mittSiO^^weUm of horoedcattle, ft would, nad^ 

nauhgfipup. ,pf the: most desiraWe , ahjcdps? , 

WfJJfWp ^eUidalnly an ahode I should rejjpice to^hay?*^ 
M^jt^Bimy-irpach, although separated frmn forfufle^. 

fatuilR, friondl* and luxuries, nay, almost denied , %- 
cgmfflS^tof life j tp a contemplatiye,mmd.,hJh%Ye 
alwnafs deemed , the necessaries of , life quite snffiT, 
cifNa/findf thes^are eminently abundant ,in Kamtr,> 
chatkstfBf Wood of, the first growth, fish ip a,ip^, 
ahWldanti quantity», game of the finest fiavgm;»|and. 
offiYSiapua! species, (paatuios iimonsumabl^-.j UiCl^ 
which,. yields .t%c^v. sables, .tiver^^tem^^. jtie^,, 
wplvp^t^»uf>f - th?: %^^t ^^Fc|mens, ure ..whAti! 
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V^tables ^ 

gre«M)ar Reality than in any other part of -tfep pefBi 
insula. • Wild berries are very abundant, aud sflin^ 
Uftle rye flour is produced, though not of rip^ 
a quality as to be of much use ; such are,,ia slio^i 
the claims of Cliutchie, that it should undoubtejdly 
bo made the capital of the peninsula, and 1 aut 
only astonished it is not so, considering how well 
its central situation is adapted for that purpo^l 
A neat church has lately been erected at the -exh 
pense of the inhabitants,, who are in general dis>, 
liked' by the; chiefs and officers, owing to their 
re&ting itfae payment of individu^ yasacl^vroi' 
presents; > This is surely an enhancem^t qf tbl^hi 
character. :»if» 
I quitted the village of CUutchie perfectly, sftisr; 
fled with the character and conduct of ,it^ mhu-t 
Intants. They preserve a great; tenaciQusnesR )(Plf 
their i%hts, and detestation of the injustifiOtSho^ 
toror advantage taken of, their nei^houiUi Ihu 
ahOri^nes. To prove this assertion,. I ueedjibut 
mention tiiat with these Cliutchie peasuntst I 
obliged to pay in mon^ for the hire ofitbejdqgft 
which drew me; a circumstance which hudlhapi 
pened to me no where else, and therefore i Qoriiua 
the most undoulUed proof of exactions,! ext<^jiADs, 
and cruelty exercised upon the most innocent and 
inoflensiue people in the world. My' route, day 
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fHtifi fir^ i^ver some sniaU lakee^j'ia^ 

tH^ this Imnks of the Khintchatkh, wh«^ 
of the year, 14th December, (XSidiP 
httf* fiiflf fibzen. At twenty-five miles I rea^eid 
thfe^'^bstrog' Called Krestova, having three yOUfte* 
artd 'tw'enty-fonr inhabitants, nearly ^ of whom 
aV^ cbnflfied by disease. I continued on wlthithe 
^ktfe dogs to Oushkielova, thirty milea fiirthhv,* 
liDEViti^ four habitations and twenty ■ dniobividuals^ 
most' bf whom also are debilitated : indeed^'it 
extramdinary What haVoc the intrO«luctiOni'joffe<4ie 
smaH-pdx, and' another distemper^ mado,<atlithe 
ostrogs ore the banks of the KamtchatkniUiJlot 
mafkably! fine and extensive meadow lands attend 
the traveller all the way from Cliutchie tOi Kozn-r^ 
rofiifcyv ^‘Well as noble forests of' tilnbei!^)sind 
tht¥tf tire seasons when cattle mighit maint^ 
thenrselvCs' during the whole of thenwinter^ilhe 
ShbWibeing then of no great depth ; yet there are 
but few heads of these necessary animals.^ . The 
seehdiy'toHhe southward along the baidcsi (rf (the 
river,' is also of the most picturesque and suldime 
appbainhce. The magnificent pe^dr soaiingute 
the'Clouds has a fine effect when viewed firom<the 
bed uf ' the river. . i > H t 

Kdzerofsfcy, forty miles beyond Oushkidova, 
Conts^S 'five dwellings and thii*ty-six' people, and 
is Tl^*^^tly situated. L continued along the 
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river : Kasiitchstka &r twelwe ;iniles» 
iilAng that of tiie Tolbatchinsk to an ortragYCif 
titegune name for thirty miles more. Thoflattet 
part (rf the journey was through a crowded ftwiat, 
and a thick fogi which occasioned me some. sOridus 
blows, as the dogs made their rapid t j^o^Sss; 
nhW< and then starting at the scent< of a.' fo)di<6r 
tkMoi Tolbatchinsk is a pretty little nllhge jwif fa 
tihirt)): inhabitants/ and appears to be on thei fan- 
^raVemOtit '3 the f establishment' is a new ione, '«nd 
nlinofit sbiduded from the wOrld.j Stehappinat wa^ 
the ineKt '^vUlageivI ;(ame : toJ :!.lij::ia- upon the 
ifOamtehadea,' rtat a deep' and darrmv part df ithe 
Vivai^ i which 'Was! not'iyc^ fr(x;eii enoii^ .todbeal’ 
the liartes.' i 1 grossed two. other small !riysra> by 
Ifaidges for 'that reason. ‘ The seenery* uaijArety 
)beautifrd^ a Mty range of mcmntainsi 'faay tO’^bhe 
east with a good deal of fine timber/ while jfhe 
flat country is one fine uninteranipted meddojvf, 
-without a'!$ingle cow to feed upon' iti nStebappjBMt 
has seven dwefiii^ and fifryttwo; . uifadhitimtii, 
and/ it is said, the finest fish in the^' penibstda’ 
thdu^ but few are actually procured jJroiaidfc : 
they are considered so delidousi that the in&jditb- 
ants send them to the seat of govenamenfe.as 
prfinents to the chief and officers. i consesfcd' 
aheir 'Comparative scarcity are-probah^i tifac'dapth 
rand rapidity of the river, as wdl.as the sma ll no vy 
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unless the rive# >!b© Actually 
hwwmtng'With it is seldom that the 'inlij»' 
l^htS ' ^n jtrovide themselves with a suffickoM; 
s^!i|)]y^> sO'iittle are they in'structed in those arts 
which' alone can tend to their preservation;’ <•<■<< 

■ are forty miles of a well-woodid 

eoUintiy’^ and line meadows upon :the banks .of. the 
elrw. ; ‘‘I Almost flew the disthnee, bein^' scarcity 
sfaa hours in performing it. There are ten dtvdb' 
logs and fixity peo^^ (flvS «ul Hospitayei toi n 
proverb't^^ ia considerable quantity bflcdttle tauen in 
the tne^hourhood^' feeding bn a i rich 
khidi inns 4o Kirganniekv :twent 3 r?fivd 
fimther, where I got sight of the imAgnifioent 
piountmn ^ scenery over-hanging ; Verchnoy^Kaml?- 
chatsk; " One* Sopka (Peak) is especially ien;kdd- 
nhle.u Milkova^i a Russian peasant viUage^>.(/teh 
ulMesiidktant, contains fifteen houses, and ^e 
hutiched tad; twetirty inhabitants, received nfo 
tawtiiAmeAt pkee^abounding in cattlej*if thirtyw 
forty* iof them may constitute an abundance ; therfe 
ateir however,' no animals of the chase. A hand- 
some ohitrcbhM: of late been erected under the 
anSpkes Mof (jkptam Golenistcheff, the second^du 
uoihmand of the peninsula, whom I found expect- 
ing my animal, with every friendship tad' prepa- 
fatfon eiPjComfoii! which Kamtchatka ipay he? said 
t5>bbart*,^ viA!, a cup often, a glass of puuohj aiid^ 
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pi|)e ofvIx^Geo. Having received thesd; 1 'coiik 
tinned for Verchnej Kamtchatsk, also a pedants’ 
village, but was oMiged to return^ owing 
inefficiency of the dogs, although distant i onlj^ 
eight miles : 1 at length reached it ' much fatigliedf 
having come through a pretty place called; Stche- 
gatchik^ where some Cossacks aie stationed ; to 
take care of a few heads of k)med cattley Sand 
fotir! or five horses, which hdong to the govern- 
ment,; ‘ ! sUhe situation is beautiful on a hranch of 
tiietKamtdhatka, which makes a semicircidav int 
dentation into' the land, just opposite to Verohney 
Kamtchatsk, ; forming an island opposite to the 
.junction of the Gatcbick and MilkovaJ > ■= hi/ 

; h procured fi’esh' d<^ at Verchney,>a pfoce ?on 
the decline^ and proceeded towards. Shevpm twiiv^ 
tyimUes, ^tuated in one of the most mbiantic and 
enchanting valleys in the peninsuk. i I thKPei'mfeb 
with the Ispravnick and eighteen naites engS^i^ 
for the collection of the yasacks, publifc and' rpri« 
wate,'as well as for trade. I felt gratified tormeek 
them, as I received good news of myialffiiirs 
seat of government ; and learnt also, ithkt thtere 
was a road before, me to cross the desertp ’lying 
towards Malka. The Ispravnick had beemdetaiii.f 
ed fourteen days in a storm, and' he and all the 
pavty, men and dogs, were neariy peitiSfaing/.nf 
hunger^ having partaken of nothing biit;>j>9Uliola 
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(dlriedtish) for five days. Having exchanged d(^ 
ai^ 4miother nartev I continued on fen* Poustchin^i 
tuitentj in^es, and . arrived before noon.: Hie 
’IToion and 1 had a difference of opinion^ which I 
shalisever r^et, as it arose from my ignorance.'of 
thd prosier character of the Kamtchatdales. > . The 
pooif .' man had heard of my coming, and had ai> 
tnally- provided a good dinner for me, which I did 
not * partake of, in consequence of his not inviting 
tee'} another poor man actually' did invite me,: and 
li entefred his more hmnble d weUingi : > The > 'Ibioii 
waS'lnrodi surprised^ and' more vexed’ at: this dight^ 
which: tended to lower him in the opinion: of'ihid 
subjects. The feet proved to be ‘that the- Toiort 
iatrealiy^one of the oldest l^mtchatdales* and Was 
ooly. comjdying with the ancient custom: of the 
coujitiyii which is not to invite a stranger into his 
dwelhng,! (considering that such stranger has the 
r^btj? mot’ only to take it, but even to- eject its 
owqiees;-: P left him with great regret fJlat I coidd 
ttot"Stay Another day to make him amends ; I dki, 
hdWever, .^: I could, with this view. 

"t'(‘Haniid>' 'forl^-five miles from Poustchin, a ro- 
nianfic eouiltry, we passed in high glee at the neair 
parbspdet (ff finishing my journey. The elevated 
nfegbs of mounty.n8 which form the Ganal ¥ailey 
have all fiat summits. To the valley succeeds a 
Idvdl f^aiie,^ very sulgect to storms and heavy feitts 
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I.it^ached the pl^ at inmf 

Wigij , The inhabitants, spnounting tn thtftfC'tiniOf 
$v$ ;ip feur yoiurtes, and are all afflicted witfa^tlis 
dbease so conunon to the peninsula ; and the ucHH 
and want td* niedkine havabeen songirat^ 
th»t. event the children are .e({aally iaPk:tedi annk 
thft complaint pf sqrofula is become :;hieredila]^» 
j^n.^his part (d* the peninsula the; obaaetiai )Beara^ 
and ^ inhabiibaate mo^y subsist upea 
raOMptamrsbeep, and wld rein>4eervbeilig iheioai^) 
mfaUhey taste from one end of theuyear 4«f4hei 
XhSsWtaation.^ »’ il]ie>;mtd!in^dy;ihm^ 
tivo .in bsiw 'bat at, this moment thej«^',a»,jdifc*j 
sufflc^ney of >pe<^ to transact the (n^dmary fanat'*/ 
neis ^ 4 i<arcuij«itance?wlach <»lb;;id^ ^fto^hal 
ci^passkm of the chief. - ,, 'yt!nU{f.oni}n 

. yrom to Malka are tluity,mifes,,ithQ;fiiiitt 

t^ of^ whkdi are over a sterile' moiuitaasdtts didtnto 
t|y, which is more than compeiMBtodjityiiaho amtm 
cepding richness of a valley eighteen ^nolesrfmri 
lef^. I crossed several tiniea , tlto 
raidd; stream, uniting with the Bofek^ ki&kapr 
an(i,i.waa again obliged to . become- , pUelr^ 3diihh<^ 
and.d(^<master ; however, I manageditrfyiwH^.i 
arrived early. Malka is dfi«BrviBgr.af 
norioe* yet is said to be celebrated for i huilhsthniW 

The . situation is magnihcently gmndii thteiiho^? 

pUal stands in the bosom of # loftyifdHidnii^ielea' 
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vwicd nyiduMUmM al two milM ^ 

liiass-ifdiBdlned by two old edqufdntancei,' botWittf 
wiifoiiiiafr^' decun's. Having refreshed’ - 1 
piooeeded to examine the hospitals ahd bath^ eft 
ob; which £ dSihmd in a disgraceful state of 
den and d^y. < There are two hospitals, one fid:* 
the< Kamtehatdalea and a smaller one 'the ad^ 
coina»dation<^nf the' ofitcers; > There ai^ aisd^i^t^ 
hBth^ both id« contrived, oSid in want Of -eVery' fiO^' 
ceOseryiaiKi I convenience which pemona who ' havW 
nsdOuMe an themi require. The hospitais an^ Wfthj^^ 
ootOnedicihesi^ and the bath# without flatibdi goWtisi^ 

bimifcetR)f>shcetg, «»^^ towels t' dOr i8' ' tbi!4 

wann passage for' the patient from the bath -to 
hei^itBli ; hie tnust' come #oin a place,' where the" 
atmosphere is equal to 25** of heaU and^ piMt’ 
thrdai^ ^i 'CUnrei^ of air where there may be P5° 
Muflfi? 'Of ’&estv There never was a place where 
.moM odttl^ihisd' ought to be, or where so littie has 
becnjifdone £»» the benefit of so wretdied’a peo^e^ 
The ‘Ude:^ef doctor was five years in the ^ 
madoUbf itiw' hospital, during which period he did 
nc^iihg bHii keep^his' patients increa^^g in disease p' 
iqjlsed fiU may ’he considered a fortunate circuin^* 
stance fi)r.!the Kamtchati^es, that tlie governor ■ 
wassvtddiged to send him as surgeon of Captain 
VassUieil^ shipy inlieu of the {woper suigeon, who 
reniaiiied^fbchind 'at sick quartei^. Not even tire v 
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most (Ximinca v^etables hav« beea.!iffli90d6'tlf»(i 
bwt for a few cows, the benevdent pi«sent!(^*^^r 
tain Rikopd, the chief, I hardly know what-tbfiW 
Would be of the really usefiil for this estaWisht 
muntj which certainly owes nothii^ ; either v.'fo 
the industiy or humanity of the djOetOF' beftffO 
alluded to. > ..i.it . otj 

( The state of some of those miserable creatunee 
whom 1 saw in the hospital, was such t as rabeeh 
lately to prevent ;the doctor from dressing tkeiir 
Wm^ndg ; of course 1 am incapable cdi describi% 
tlwm. They . are allowed by the ■ ijmperpr one 
of^read and hftlf a pound fd’fm^ipejftdajfi 
They have! also fish Jn abundance, .,apdrwi|difeef*j 
rfes are to be found every where round ithe pl4eu< 
TJhe patients, being all afflicted with one , fflse9se/ 
nre cramped up into one small space,, rneyen .to 
gowut but at their own desire, nor do any wovk^ 
though they might raise an unlimited (juautity 
of vegetables from the grounds covered with I thn 
warm vapour. In short, instead of bdug aadt^ 
a place calculated to engender and nourish disease 
almost to pestilence, it might be, at a. tfidit^ 
expense and with proper care on the part of thu 
head doctor, one of the most humane andefflcimth 
establishments on the face of the globe. . . i/. 

, With respect to the nature mnd, quality 
h<#u|»tthey had a, strong smell ofisulphimcmu^aui 
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’ The hot Md' cbM 

tOtifthd at the baths, and it is a Strahge cii^cihiH^ 
Stari^ey that the one should always be boiling hot 
iii ■25® 'of frost, while the other at 30® of heat 
always below the freezing point. These were the 
o»fy' retnftffcs my shore stay, in the month df 
December, could enable me to make. I shddJd,' 
howeyet,* iri‘ justice obseiVe,'tHet'tHfe piesirit'l^ad 
doctor, if ^it be Mr. -Gramatini ‘who Was in^Mhl^- 
mate .in 'the 'transport’ from Okotek, ^ a ’nxhiti 'df 
gre^ ’ tcdents, jjeyseverance,* afld'' indttstry^;'*a!nd 
had, previous to myleaving 'the 'peninslAa, 
iHObths arrival add* Visit' to the %o&ii9li® 

cte^r^' riid place ’ of ‘ thtee-fturthi of the' p^tSSfii 
artdi'Sent’thefti to their hohieS ^ttile Surfed? flPg 
had no remedy but stugibal operationsp iatt® 
ceeded in first putting the patient tO ' sleeji, aiifd 
thett^fcuiting ‘ out all the afflicted parts; To the 
truth' Off ' this ‘Statement, extraordiiiary as it Will 
ddaliftless appear in Russia, I beg leave t& add the 
attestati««t of Dr. Zaerzerfekey, who was with mO 
at'the ’hospital at the time to which I allude. 
Bri Gramatin is also celebrated as a poet ; some of 
his' invocations to the Muses have already fbuUd 
th^' Way from Kamtchatka to St. Petersbui^;' ' 
My route from Malka to St. Peter and St. 
PAtil% was over a h%hly picturesque valley, and 
in* beautiful' weather; I soon reached N'achikili 

d2 
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and Koraki, and, changing dogs, proceeded very 
pleasantly till midnight damped our satisfaction 
a little with a fall of snow. We halted to refresh 
the dogs, and lay down till the peep of dawn 
enabled us to proceed, and we reached Avatcha 
by noon. But no dogs were to be procured there 
except three which carried my little baggage ; I 
■ .proc^^ded .on fi>Qt,, and readv?dl the 

f.itaMeai at atwnt^ thr^e* o’clock^.) My nJdEy»iji?dWie 
/unperqeiysdi widely ,d^ffe}”ent/frejtn .jpy 
,.:jdgpai?tttrf!;;TTrmy, gensations. iW^ere 
► .(In , (fnelancbolj? .inpod,, ; leaving, my ^Ijai^otJ^edji jjbr 

Ini^riiPd awful 

iPHiitiey; jretnniing d^hted tp; ham dnp 
. Jf.id»ul4ijbe, made ?most happy* by,,ifindipg 
(that >betroth?dM»e, and all that rl cmdd,dp4f^. 
hfTTrbutaj^more-of this. . t b-fU.Mml -jm:! 

Having thus completed the tour iOf,.tha- Fjeflifi- 
;iid% it will be proper in this jdane. to .eut^o(?n 
:4ta desaiption, with that of its mhabitantaicilipir 
,manhPi^) eustpms, &c. 



CHAPTER XI. 

» General Observations on the Peninsida of Kanitchatka, 

I ^ :f;L ■ r:; ... ^ r , ? v;{> 

' * ' K^^kTCHAtKA is a large p^ttsula of an'alUp- 
'‘HIM- *4xtendiag frOTn-’ the -latitude 

I'tb 61**N j the breadth is mdhnsiderablei'fiA ^Mig- 
*^fiftdti(itt dhaih df ‘fhottfltUlUSi, lritJi‘*Tra 
“ ftai' '^eaks,‘ ’ fejitbiid irtah’ «i6rfb' t^- ‘ tbe 

*^*#hble lettgth 'bf ttie jienihStilay'frotti %hii^-ir®*fehi 
’tiaius fltttfterous riv^rsi* 'large aiid’' Stt1all,'dild’itheir 
M'bkyintd the ‘bdeaU. Of these' *tHe‘'Efetnichatika 
''M'' fhd'*bWly’ navigable one, adihltti%'yefeeiBfbf 
one hundred tons as far as *one'‘ hauifredd^nd 
‘fift}^^^riittfes'"up''the 'Stream. All t^fe are, 

'%ott^eer,^biettded with fish of sUpeWor 
’*Tbere’‘tflfe*^dbe Ijdtes' Of con'sMerabtor'eize,' abd 

.so numerous, that aU- intercouwe -betwetW'^e 
several parts of the peninsula is, during spring, 
summer, and autumn, effectually precluded. 

The productions of the country are few but 
valuable. There is an abundance of wood, as 
fit for ship-building as for general use. The 
finest timber is found on the banks of the Kamt- 
chatka, Yelofka, and eastem coast ; but the cli- 
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nHUte is' such sis to induce me to belleyo'^that^> 
neither corn nor vegetables will ever attain ‘>tO' 
grent peifection; the soil in all seasons, at the' 
depth of twenty-four to thirty inches,* being * 
frozen; Potatoes never ripen, cabbages never 
come to a head, and peas only flower; but- 
turnips and radishes thrive amazingly. Grass ^ 
(^^■tfae nipst nutritious qu^ity is fmind in the 
greatest abundance, as well in the numerous^ 
meadows ias' in the forests. It grows to : the- 
height iof' between five and six feet, and in some’ 
places three' crops are produced within the 
yeari ^ 

■‘^Winter be said' to 'Occupy near one ‘ihalf 
of»the •year; spring and summer the other halfl’ 
The inters are mild when compared to 'those Of 
S^ria; ' the tbermMneter never descending^ itt" 
this southern parts of the peninst^, brio#:20f*i6f 
Bnaumttr, and seldom below 12* and 
hi'^he' most^^agreeable ‘time, just Wheiif(the< leaves 
p«lt fhithi'and it is then the^ fisMi^ iooniaencosp 
Th^'summer is the most dis^[reeid)10'^MoWofl 
the year, ovrii^ to the heavy rains imd hfeavi#* 
fogs which come from the eternally snowuclad' 
Btem^aina. I' The greatest heat is xn July/f when 
ri]e !diermanieter. is at 27!‘< and. ^flf’of Keatiiiittr^/ 
The snOW' lying' upon the. igroixnd sevciili ansi, 
right imonths will snffirientiy aroount flsr tiieiwant;^ 
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but Indeed the remaining four am 
huirdil^i be ceneidered as equal to more than , two 
inauth^ in other places ; for the sun at St. Peter 
a^d‘^. Paul’s has no effect upon the earth duHug 
m<^ ithan four hours of the day, and from the 
isuuense height of the mountains, it is only from 
ten o’clock until two that any heat is felt. !' 

• This absence of heat, and these changes of ulh* 
mute, with the very heavy fogs, which acoount: 
for the sterility of the soil, operate also to prevent 
the inhabitants’ from laying in a sufficient tstore 
of winter provisions, which, as they- consist of firfi, 
are exposed to the air to dry, and in a short 
become, so ,yottmi aadma^tty, that but jUrSWall 
quantity I can be made serviceable for tbe<><{oHf% 
snunption of rthe people ; the rest^is retained illf 
the dqgs^ir Salt is at present issued, but 
sjuffiofent quan^ies ; were that artide . more 1^ 
distiibuted, .the people might innuamti 
ysaR^lprtpwuf frsh to last thent severalfaue!ce««fiv$i 
onesM MiFrum the quantity now supplied by? the^ 
king . of the Sandwich islands, it is to be ihc^^ed 
that the. fetst productive season will be taken a4« 
Uantageiiuf viU;’ ■ ■ ■■f 

!i'iOf'wBd!.vq^bles,- smne of which are-mise|i 
witii’the hark of. trees for the fare of thriii^lntf.- 
abrts^ there isaa ahundaaice in Kamtcbatka, and 
there is noidlDuht that gteens^^tiimi^s^ aad radiritfisv 
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lii%hU 'With a little trouWej feerevwy'#^ 
doced.^'-'Wild berries'Bnd wild gai4iclt;*'^S4ttijdf^ 
life latter is exported to Okotsk and Yaftdt^': 
tbis^ant is one of the finest antiscorbutics ktrait^, 
bOit has a peculiarly oflfensive smell.- ‘ 

« i llie principal riches of Kamtch^ke ink^'^ 
sidd ^ to consist in animals of the 
wldch ’'there - are -so prod^ouS ' a ilUittbei^,'’t'Hf(t 
tliure are-not sufficient mhabifents itb takfc 
^he’iiiost valuable tire foxes' of’ VJ^otiS i^lbufs*,'*k 
sea'-and ihore' river dtters, trith iilliiien^e 
DUmtberi ef’ Sables. -Bear^i tvdlves/ rein-deer^ ■ hfid 
inohutainiehee^, and'semetimes^ a iffeW lytiksis/^ife 
idio «ld l)e fotiifd.-. ! Tim number i«P skins 'aiitiualijr 
‘CMpbrlbd -and cmisuibed in the peninsula thaybfe 
llhirty’thousand, of which sribles etnd'fhsfek 
ibnn ^the 'principal part. ' The saMes Ure' ‘cbtl^ 
.derad at once the wannest and the 
JcBluwn^'’ the foxesi however, espedall;^ 'tfci? fi<^ 
radvareofi^e "finest speeies. ‘ 
the dogs ef Kamtchatka may be cenSMferMiijSi 
fiswntmg^ a great part of their 
fidthlul end useful animids are ebaplt^edlh^riftnU' 
po^ fyr, supply the house with wateti theihat^ 
Mth •hay,-^tA short," to do alii" the Hrurk ‘thdt 
iiiwses pcrfotaUviD £n^and.'<> 
dromnstances'^may dictate, bdn^)fthvaysulbft«le 
Sh^ for themsdves from Jmietd<Oetnber.‘'i Th^ 
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^|, «ppearaiice, in shape I’esejnl^ng 

;a[,iQ 9 ii^ 0 Q JiQus&ii(^, but endued With gwAt 
and it is to be r^retted that they me 
^(ji^^eved A little by the impoi'tation of hoeses^ r 
Independent of fish and wild animals^: th^ 
j^aipiehatdales derive also a considerable benefit 
|(•on;^ j Jthe surprising qu antis es of geese, dudfc^ 
-snipes,, and jww* co^s. They are :iprfr- 
Sf^ed by dipping, them in wateTi whU^ ff«ee?in^ 
.they;, will be good as kmg «s wifttmvQont»iui4A', 
^,,qther |dni€Srt.hey. arP salhed.v.,,Tbfci4ufihs iMgl 

fipipes ,ai^j»ost,.expehciit j Imt th©!geAse,TW»»ft 

©pd ^-wildisheep* are . oopsid^ed yenisanif»#»df'rf 

l;he„ipc»8t„ delicious hind, toeif byi^tbois >#b© oihP 
4(erpjed ,ej?icures} for myseli,^!#dthhughi>j|idifH!» 
Iceqp^iy partaken.of them, I 
Jibeiy, flesh- The Kamtchatdales alsOrderite gwtft 
hiqpejhf i from the whaleg, which are-, nMmhnou^ 
^d) Wfhicht i being encountered byA the Kasatlsai 
j^/jthe>ffal&s e^ -the toi^ue,r8s>ls mi¥iosed,.i»e 
jyUedveHdrfCastKiEishore. l/pon-the; whofei ithei^ 
%^e;i'then^,;are no people at whose disposition 
T^Yidenee)hflnrfdjiGed nune of thp necessnriestdf 
lih^v tbant the. inhabitants of Kamtdiatka,;i ifior 
thdih* dhiect snbsistences, they have fish, fletii,i!«hd 
jfqwbnivildjibeFsneg and roots linigieat^Maiiet^i^aiiiii 
ahuhdtineejv.Anfllmnni, doubtless, uita^maiBkasona 
hngf pc^^ndntiaii^! while £tM.’:tckitb^nrtliey! Mn© 
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imKiBQse, quantities of ful’s of the vrarme^i: iad 
n(09|t durable kind; and for firing -wid haUiling», 
if^qod is every where to be had in the utBweti 
profusion. 

/ .3n^ being the case, it becomes a matt^ pf 
SpeculalSon, what could induce the ahorigipPS tp. 
live iU: that, filthy and famished condition iwhi^^^. 
fppfierly characteriz^^tbam. Was it from; an. 
oynr^bundant population, or the want of mepns; 
tpippsaess .themselves, of food—such as guns, nets*, 
apd .trftps? That they had means to entrap 
g^n;e and dsb for, a certain . proportion ; of the 

i^^iitantS' !.there;can be no doubb fbut. whethi^/ 
s^pinipt ,% .a )Mrg|e population is vejgTi . qnes-' 

Of the people in general, I can only say. thejj. 
asisaiainble and honest as ever,, . . They i are 
npw;. I established in villages, all built in tho oM . 
|t»^(sian style,: which are dean and,.cQnifort8fete,i 
Jfin^i thn fishing season^ ibpj6;te|vui 

IhERT winter, resideno^ for tbei ^balaga««^(ni^)pla^;. 
ufhich use for diyiug their fii^. .}!irknsf|kbfti 
summer is employed in m^paring fpodiagamstthn 
winter)! which laUer is taken tip i» itha!.dhwe^> 
£^yond this»fthe ;J[|^tchatdale^^^^ still thstisama/ 
drimlreni anunal as fprmerlyi n 

kmot fbrgotteiii^jbntryiiseiae! fiwr 

onjtjjof ipe^ that thera.are few.whp^idp* imt 
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XUnBiAn.' ^Most of the aborigines are baptized^ 
aind may be said to live as the Russians do. The 
umnber of b%al Kamtcbatdales who retain their 
ancient usages is small. They reside on the 
northern coasts beyond Tygil and Nishney Kamt- 
chatsk. Hospitality is the most striking feature in 
their character ; but they are also distinguished by 
their strict adherence to truth,' and their honesty 
isi jHwerbial. Without being forward tO com- 
plain of ill-treatment, they will fearlessly recount 
it when questioned. They are in part governed 
by ‘their own Todons or Chiefs, but an annual 
visit is made to each vill^ by the Isj^ayniek dT* 
Chief' Judge, as weD for the purpose of cdllec^ig' 
sables as of administering justice and deciding 
(juattels.-- 

■ ‘Their- dress' is the same as formerlyj 'that 
the* udnter season being made of the skins Of 
bai^f but in Bummer they wear nankeens^ ahc^ 
at‘'^snnt> there -is hardly a Kamtdiatdale' trhb' 
ddes^'^ot'weur u shirt. The women have Man 
adopted ^the Russian head-dress, the articles for 
wHkhr mei procured from the pedlars at a most 
e^bitant rate. It is surpri^g that this people; 
whO' have now been feeling the extreme of ' opn 
pmiiion frpm‘ neglect and mal-administiUticm for 
one hundred'and ‘tw^ty years, shOBld rtot' hm^e 
beeome ^isoeand ttiWe eGonmnfeal inthetr habits^ 
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oai:thettx>ntrai‘y, one might suppose <tiieyf(wc»eria 
people but yesterday discovered. They wiUtfidvt 
tyith the most valuable furs for a triflhtg article, Sir 
fti^ass of spirits. ^ ■ »!( 

.oi need say nothing of their superstitions, 'ds 
they are nearly at an end. They now place ds 
mUfih rcUmice upou the efforts of the' priest^! as 
they £>rmerly did on their shamanes^ with. > this 
diff^aencedtilyv that to^the fcnrma' they give manly 
while to jihe latta" ithey only gave 'a hearty 

PiealinsK :.;n n- ,'i ,!i'> > ! ■; Miio 

hnOf^lawsthey have but few of their owovi^hdie 
motto' )beitg: .something <like i that of ithe * Chinesd, 
^ ito< evil > fei' evih and good fer goodie' < 

pnsdetife they*. await the i arrival of .the >chkf, "of^an 
odkeiv or of a t commissary, with a gireatfdeal fof 
(tennaony, giving him the best lodging, hndi ><swM 
knowfedgiUg, if I may so say, his siqxreniaey^ 
Fomwly, it ' appears, they lived k af ipwfect 
stMcte of; e^uahty and independence <ef cad) otheri' 
age ands expertness in hunting alone . ’bi9iug!hdld> 
iiiMestiihation or 'respect.. ’ .»■«! 
iuThe Kamtchatdales are now supplied 
didinaiy. mtensils and every thing th^i can 
quire <by the; iRussians ^ and as; they live>e)tacriy ' 
ih the same manner^ and'in the saemcKdfecri^itk^ 
(^rhdUses Vrith/:the latter, J oteed Cnly^iefer ihy> 
reddarsfto an account a 'Rtis^n"VilIage?'’lri ’ 
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th«R> voutwitrd «|^arance there is na diffet^iMne 
I^ey seem a race disburthened'^Of 
aU. aaic and c(msideratm^ the future, dtid 
entirely resigned to any fate which may await 
them* ! whether it be oppression, starvation, or 
diseasOt. v 

nln'iny opinion, and >1 speak' it most smelly', 
the a&Diiginra bavehot derived rmich benefit 
the. iconquest of their country by the- Russsiansi 'ab 
eveir» Iheir conversion to Gbristaanlty has done Uttie 
other good, than entitled them to the naTMie:>of 
ChitBtiaiifij r'ihei great 'numbeif of'i^^nvestsndrid 
dmeoii^) (twrcnty-sixi in niimber^’ would;^ d ' piesilhm;; 
stfggestinn’expedtation of more learning' anft'pidty 
imthis .part’of the world than in other >'8eitii4)aiq 
barbus .places; but really I have never seen aiiy 
goodfjeffects from the labours of these mveientt 
gesutlemenv Certainly there is ho populataottveor-i 
iiespOB^ng to the number of ecclesiastics, as will 
appear on! considering that the whole JKiuiitchjafk 
daleipQptdation does not exceed, male and fern^de;; 
two thousand seven hundred and sixty, While their 
dogS! amounti to two thousand two hundred and 
eight,. . .The uumher of Russians is one thousahd' 
two hundred and sixty. The inhabitants north! of 
Tygil and ; Nishney < Kamtehatsk are four hundred 
and ni»ety»eight, while in the Koriak villages 
there ,arei one ! hundred souls ; making a popuW 
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tion «f^^:Aar thousand five huiKhred And BevdiiijhJ 
foinv inen, women, and children, Rusnam^^^Kan# 
chatdales, and Koriaks. Whether the orig&nd 
popnlation has not decreased in a surprisiUj^'d^ 
gree is a question I shall not answer, farther i^iate 
by remii^ing ray readers that at the discovery' iof 
Karatdiatkay :We $ffe told in the Russian Ahkttofji; 
that no less than^ one hundred and ^teeanrallageq 
were on the hanks of the river Kamtchatfcai / Wht( 
smallf-poK, and its rival distemper, with otherrdisff 
eases^ ai^ above all the spirit of persecution : which* 
haii* ’been iinreraittingly * practised toa'ands . itbose; 
pdor peOple^ have been the sevend reauseefiof ifiier 
depopittatiouKti Ofikte,«:howe«eiv;l cadr withocei^} 
tainty say :the 'population has not decreased 
may* be- owing to the benefits arising : from vaCob* 
nation, as well as somewhat better medical 
tendants. ,But although population has.iofrlatei 
kept its maximum, it may be a question! whether r 
the a aborigines have not decreased in the iiiamet 
ratio that the Russians and convkti have! 
creased; At present there are several Yakutrrah 
weU as Russian exiles in the peninsiilai, neith^/ofi 
whomi pan be of much benefit ; but both astistin^ 
to persecute and plunder the Kamtchatdales. iifv^. ^ 
Of the hktory and origin of the Kamtdiatdaies 
little positive has ever been known; and »tbait only: 
for4he last one hundred and thirty years. ’ a Kamti 
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<^IKkk»)4sh8iiipposed: to have been viated bjr som^ 
iiuMUfoa^in 1649, when one of the traveller Desh^r 
hdF^rsressels was wrecked on its coast. Thocto 
Riis^ijras’ lived with them in })eace for a conaidern 
dile period of time ; but quarrelling among them^ 
ielves were murdered. Notbitig more is known of 
the iplace until Vladimir Atla^f discoverednShd 
pephlBnla in his 'excursions from the Anad 3 ri^; 
firdrii whieh time a constant petty warfttre conti* 
nutd between the Russians and natives, until the 
general* revolt and massacre in 1731. Since this' 
peridd, the peninSuk has notheen greatly troubled^ 
witii ieither* eonsfiiracies or nmssacres. i Littk«|[oMbt( 
cawexist* that the Kamtchatdales< are* of Afifbitid> 
ori^n ^ of this^ their features and custmns, a5> 
wdh as their dwarfish size, are evident tokensi* 
I- hm^e Tead several dissertations updn the subject,^ 
but^dlsagree with most of them. My own opiriiom 
is Idwhed ftum ocular demonstration done, and 
not from a study of the circumstandes under* 
wWch* they kbour. Their having processed from* 
America 'is indeed a ridiculous idea; and their 
having* kamti many secrets, as causing fire by- 
^acrion^ &c^ from the inhabitants of the opposite' 
continent, is* just as probable as the other st^a* 
oiotri: notions, that they were the teachers.^ ; How, 
inittttl^*case, could they pass that formerly fero>' 
dons Und wwrl^e raoe the Tchuktchi ?> Or if they 



if 

b^^cqme %n) the nprth of ' Shrift, 
or^ifakutsk by Okotsk and Idgiga, hp>y .^4j^|^g}f 
l^s ihe still more fierce and barbarous 
^e wiea is absurd ; and the only one I , eai|,j|>r*jg 
j^ioment entertain is, that they are a , 

Uibe, ^ho were driven down the Amour, gn4 
in^ ajoi^ thp Kuri|e Isles, I’eached J^^tpk^kjgf 
A ]^^w^ of the .same V race are s^h thOj iphahj)li%B.t^ 
yf^thqs^ ^sies, with a dialept pf the 
o^inatinig from, the ^apgolian; anA ,the.j<^^, 
^i^renqp betH^een them and the hiamtcl>atd4le^d?!i • 
that the^ aye p^ippre, ipanhl# 

m^(; ’ ^ndeiiendent aii;fthe #; 

|^|4i©ye d;e,na|yv;ep,^ot ^ 
iusjila |<|;be, tjte ippst affghl,©. ppd 
l]j^);^^t, the s^ne time, the most ’eowayd|y, jgj[)^ 3 ^^ 

WkfPPf® sa^9Mo“<fl|T^58n 

..Wpf become ahnost a 
h|g^,,an(hthe EmFW>r for a«^. ,,f 
{. j^heir ntodes of fishing and h^pt^i ^Pi^ 4 ?Sft!i» 
]p)j[Jnctions, of the country as I 
Up^|)e found m Cook’s and othey, al^ij^ 

tjjefgfpp Bpocpefi to compere, !diei;fyesen|{,h9ili^ 
ness of , the (people of this ppmm^ft 
iyj^cli they fownerly enjoyed. 

^ lP:>their pc^ses^ifMJS 

irS JPP®P’^ by the last cepsus, thfttfth^P^P 
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hine of the former, anil ' '}|l _ 

' sixty-ieight of the latter in the wnoie 
two-thirds of^which are in the han^ 
'Russians ; and hut , three hundre«f and 
^-inr^ head of cattle in the possession 
‘tlihiisand four hundred Kamtchataaliss and 
it is to be regretted that tl^ie ^atteil^g 
felS^ 'held out by Captain. Kirigiiave riot l^en 
'f.h'e ihtrodut^ipn of hbrseS and h^ 
^fltifle ^didk' ''mdcb‘ '‘^^^ dmeli'oraite ^e'co^l"* 

tiM ‘‘bf Were tlie^ once* imported 
i^iie' dbgs,*like the alwr^^nes,* 
dfe d^<!lihkj and ' prdhabfy^' twenty 'or 'thirty 
yUsHi ledye' nothiti^ 'iii Kaihiehatka''buV 

kiitt ahinials of the chlase.' ‘'WTieh it1{( 
f^oli^bted^ilfadf 'Kamtichatka ha4 idich 
^k^lfei^tejiS^W hifbadows, and that the clitriaW fs 
il&Vk^vdtfef*'jdid%heri it iS' considered with 'Whab 
fiicik^ riri^t send each' year two dt 

three thousand heads Of young Cattle by thb annwAl* 
it may be naturally aiipltoSed ' 
dSBfereit'i^iefei have been attending ihbrfr 
tiPitliir ilei^^af 'edncerns tlian tothbse of the 
p<SftfiiAilA9 place might be’ made eveh' 

tbP^bui^H^ theee'eah be no reasonable doubt. '' 
iex^ei^s' bf the colony have he^ Vety 
khd hrtust continue' ds hing ai 
tHtd k* p^^ed itt. *The ynshck 

vox., II. E 
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'•'arfHJutitfei to a less suiri of money I6a» ‘mngle 
' of a chief Five hundred) headsiof 

’ * or saWes, worth six thousand ktuhle^P^ ®r 

■■■thfee^ttffldred pounds, is the amount; whiter 
OB^iensca of the colony cannot fidl dwit bof 
two hundred thousand roubles, (u* ;ten Hthonsand 
i’pOUhdM')’' -‘ ■'I'iU 

i: if ■ The ‘ depopulated state of this penibsda dsiisiiso 
l iO' h^ attributed to other causes. ' 'Dieir contimfel 
*und‘ insurrections ^eatly thinned i thttb, 
iitdf^hesef wei« the introdaetioniifef 

«’d9i«i>sittdUpoki’ which in the ^ear ‘l768i Carried 
.than six thou p<\ and 

twOnly tfewsand a»e supposMi to hareithOen 
td ib^'within a shOTt period; ynKetupt 
this moment there is a want of wacdnatrag 
■ nor is it a questionable asseil&iagBAthat 

^ tl^O’ ^daBty of medicines in the: hot^lbabitis 
ithameM^ adulterated^ and the 4^til^‘"in&dll. 
>Phb {jresenii worthy chief has, howevor^iseiD^sied 
'-aMF'Mnquiry to be made upon- thii' sdbJigttPttiid 
'4he''reSfdt hhs beeiy transmitted' td'^gt^emuieHt. 

‘ But It is riot the small-pox alone 'tbM 'the: 

‘ bf introduced into lids ij^iaoe’^ntSie 

disteriiper before alluded to bas madey emd^oni- 
i throes to riiake, most dreadM rat'a^Oi inswery 
fpaort of the' penin^tda^ very few*fyrinffiitohei^ 

taint, arid part bf: the ww^td 'ten thriw 
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)f|fiaEe >«iasemUe object^^^ of its fiity. The 
l<nhbe )ilideed look like beings better quaU&^vijto 
{.extihi^sh than i^op^te the human spedesr^wr 
thht aurprising, considering their present stAte, 
itialmostr without hospitals, medicines, or sttendfints, 
baa?».)that ill-managed house at -Malka/i.t f . w r 
Besides these two diseases, the inhabitnnfet'<{Of 
arKaintdbatka are subject to Edl -thoseiwhich'inake 
‘ haYoein ■cQptftries »where the peopteiate qidina^y 
< iiltfed,! ill-cl^hed,' and lia^le< to faminet r . Thodast 
has frequently visited this peninsjulf^ raoref jfilWik, a 
fj WOBt oppeoplfi than of food;i for fish is notalnri^ 
iito be had upon both sides of thapeni^ulaat it^ 

2 : shnle rime, and ithey have not the means of tnMis- 
porriing the siq)erabundant quantity to theiO{ipo- 
^she’doast. '-- i sirfi 

.riirijAnotfaer igreat cause of this ravage intpc^ula- 
rtitidKjh^ nkiset} irom the introduction of a^itSrir a 
Jih^tQh«tda|e will sell his last sable> on 
[jfeglas^Bi&iW' though he is not- phy4cally iMiriing 
drink any ‘thing, of the kindv^ - 
,iifi)C(nirideped> tlmt sixteen it|ousand bottlea of .this 
ktaash rniiS^jcensuBaed in the short period- of thre^or 
>!fii>Ur^<h|th^jhy. rix dr seven hundted ;I)eq|^e,'iire 
niHayiSirelM<^ pify-'^nd snrprise’rpity fi»r<!the;{Sdor 
r Momen mid-d^do^l and surfwise at the means tof 

orrSablea^K) gnehja ipqn- 
wtafy nof Mpiek sell^-foriffifry thmusind 

£ 2 
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Which is one hundred per iienij^'Up^^ 
‘ price Bt Okotsk, but it is in reality sold 
^Ih&l shin. When it is recollected that 
" sbldi^s, sailors, merchants, and priests travel fbiiiid 
* the Jfeninsida for the purpose of trade, it will '%e 
’ less wonderful when I assert that each bottle ■‘bf 
spirits sold to the Kamtchatdales, prodiicek ’ tfie 
' viliie'bf ten and twelve shiUings. Now allowing 
hMf'the quantity imported (eight thousand bbttiik) 
" tb'be consuttied by the Aborigines, this WbuM' p^ 
^dheb fi’bin' eighty to one hundred tlwusand Wh- 
'bles, while the cost is, iu Okotsk, bnly tWentytft% 
tlibukknd. ‘ I hbve seen a bottle of Spirits sbW’fbif* a 
sable, Vh<l altbrwUrds, when the pArif Wa'k dMlit, 
a bottle ' of adulterated liquor has fetched ’ the'l^e 
price in shbrt^ T have seen three and e^efffBtir 
skbles ^V^en for two bottles of spirits; ' 

Alibwing keven hundred and fifty funiffiek^^bf 
the Koriaks ahd Kamtchatdales, whieh'ris'^fllrb^o 
eAeh faifiily, arid that half the quantity' of 
*Bd Spirit is consumed by them, it Will ap^eriifi'tfiit 
eridi family consumes at least twelve -hbtities’'^ 
four" months. By this plan the poor purdHriSer^ls 
drunk for days together, and fbr the rest ‘bf 'tfie 
yea^ Can ^t nothing to cheer hiiri Utliler hik '®- 
itriession. lire cost of that spirit tri the^ KUifil;- 
chabdales is one hundred arid fifty or fWb hUriift&i 
inliblBs, a prodigious sUrii for a llobr fkifilly f o'^i^- 
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an .^cle so pernicious .in 
physical effects. Such a sum of money in 
J^inj^hatka would produce near six or eight 
Ijhp^l^red pounds weight of flour ; enough to sup- 
yPO|^ a small family during a whole year ; or i^uch 
I, a sum would enable them to purchase proper 
, ^clothing, culinary utensils, nets, twine, tpbacco, 
and knives. 'The evil of these grpg-sheps 
^ carried to so ruinous an extent, that the (Ail^en 
j^^.tjhe natives are left for three and four days 
jjyh'Vdt any food, save youkola, dried fish^ doled 
to thein once pr twice within, that jtime. | ! 
..^h^^re ^nown instances of mothers, an^ phiii^j^n 
.|)(ph|g lfi| without any means of support^ in pon- 
.^^j^guepce of . the retailing of pch (yash bi^ng 
The youkola and the bark of trees i^, 
in such cases, almost the only nourishpient, 

^ wQjg^ ^d clpldren can. procure for several days. 
jj|f|,h^y, h^pen to be possessed of a cow, they, ai’e 
,fpp^:^i|Cd very fortunate. It needs lit)tie p||i- 
^ prove that it is only by taking care. of 
.generation that the stock itself can bp 
^jprp^^g^C(i,, which will not long be possible, if sgi^t 
.^ggn^ihiue fo he transported -and retailed ou^;,a^j)iit 
,jpw;p.:iT^)j^ile , making these reflections ip l^ng- 
I ,gpi, aware that the Russian •f^vor^ni'EaRt 
jJ^O^^^j^ted,from; this tr^e,hHt.jtliis,i§ pnly^^e 
fgf, .ihe>. If 
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tal^e an extra quantityi and (!t^and*"a^ 
mosi'- exorbitant price for a spirit infimtely'iA’i' 
feribr : the only effectual check is indiscriniih^ ’ 
prbl^ition; a prohibition which ought alsh' W 

extend to Okotsk. ■ 

■ ^ . . 

The abuses arising from the collection of tHh^ 
yas'ack are mdst cruel. The yasack itrelf is iiibbti- 
si^^^e,' hut from the arbitrary manner bi wMch ' 
it u coiiei^d, it is irendeied odious and O^bi^s- 
sive!' * If^e ’ tribute is levied in' kind at'ah^ 16 #di^‘ 
capl^ious vdddtion,' and ' it hks not uhMtjiiehtlj^^ 
ha^pfe’byd' thiit 'the Toii&'bf a'^^lage/ #hb'' 
not ’jb^d^riy^ bbmj^liihOrit thO C^ief, ’dr Other 
upji|i ‘ aiihuai ^rit',' ' haS so sidtill a jikee " pti' 
updh’hil’^fiu^j' in 'p bf theh' fribiitfe^^ tttkt'^ 
they i^tdiu a loss of two, three, asM eVdH^-fbiiP 
huiikred j^r 'ceht. I have seOn sables va^ffatf* 
hal^a^rwh 'ibr Which the mei^aht^ ' ^rdieft/t ' 
woiifdiiave i^veii twelve shillings. Iridep^deht^ 
th^ ya^ack, each Kamtdhatdale has to Se^nfji^^ 
cop^', or seven pence, as a sort of capitStidh 
poil'tmc, upon failure of which theTspravdic’^'-^*^^' 


have ‘ fecoprse to the most arbitrary and 
mepi^w. ■ Ahy proprty may be seized aiid^ibid’ 
on the mbmeht, such as axes, knives, “RetS, gabs,' 
ke^lies/or the clothing Of the'famii^ V add Whtllf 


_ .that .a i^r Mnily havd bera' 


■5' •iiljID^LL.illO 
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i, not from a deficiency of ti 


/eg^l |>Vt of iik^al dues. The mode of tax- 


ostrog is also highly objectionable 


ac^ sj:ji?ietimes rendered cruel. They me not 
tax^ as a people, but as a place ; and H not, un- 


fregpently happens titot the village which fqme?^ 
con^ilned forty or fifty able people, and was 
as.jS^l^ .^es npt.the fpllowing; year ecmtfin|^oi^. 
thp.,,ja^en<y or . tw^ censequo^e^ 

illi^S?!^^^ ,Th€^ is, hqwey^,po remedy, 

th^ry^i .0^5,% whple,^!;, be.f^d by 
It^fikq^jl^t fpgplan tha^.eaeK oftr^g.|., 

ta^;iiW.,^qn^>, ianf s yet .pioney cannot 
c4y^ ■fbis,- pet Is too ;ap^|ij|j 

tojb4 if b®. 

gosyen"W?9^ be unacquainted 
tl^.ldei^,jJ5^r^,tb^,difim in the^aipount 
tr^le jj^bq^d jnqf equal one . hundred 
Iqf;^|/d)i^(!^bS<®um of money at.whieb e’^ehryjl* 
lagefj,j^,|ajed. the iphalntants 
flip jPpi^'fb the value. Sables of the finest, 
qi^^^ jqd.^jprth forty shilhngs q pair, are uey||^ 
a^r^gd|, 3 t inpi’e than. tep. It would be more 
hopi^rt^^^p. increase the noiulnal tribute,, of money, 
or,.pp| a, |jpecj,fic tax on furs, whidi wom^te 
f^t, jle^ |^yereh^,, bepause an. appearance ol c^- ^ 





Afcris :a(|gr«iltr 4 ri 0 M 
^1^ feyied on beh^ lOf /Ifep 
more hmniliating cimiiptande^adSiilR 
^|ld i^h ToioQ or CMef alapMjpd^ 

- tp pa^ the same tribute to his aotUBit^hk^ 
as to the Emperor himself |.. so that; thCioyM»(^ 


pmd ,at,least .dmtirpes; 8 \i 

imWf rsyatpna i,pf .wUectwfjjr tli» 
ppiorp Jnjpripus ithajj, >ari^ frpift 
^ grpiadtou^.servipes^ such, as the.toryyaifdn 



.of I dopi- »pdi 

padypdjies^.;jOr..forj?ed feMfea 
^ %(UMtes. ; xJBhifI 

ifi 

f®?j ! sl'P'BBB can . he UP dpubfefjhutG thftte 

,^op weraurotwandedi-^o^ 
BISM ™ ? perope5nn,fi»afl>Br,!BtIieyr 

^S jPauch court the iemp%menferiipo<flie)t) 
Apcprding to thej ptPsopfcyplaMl 
' npl^yp?^ ipse their tune, theinidcgs, .thoHi 
provponsf Aw tompitei on 
wish to trade is- .furhfehftfc wjWn 
^PP jpf these free hUlets, wldphiauthoniaesif htafr^^ 
uppp ^hp plea of imblic duty, to .call outTiinenB 


apil dog^.^, . While the manner pf4be<^< 

|avguiite sp^s to intimate, , th#^ hatcdvlhro^' 
obligation uppn, t^he^CW^^^ yidftge;bjtnliwf 
#BPtfWPP pf Uy cpupte of- sahimi asKiis&iP#fii«fit. 





: noC'^obtettt 

tlNfffpp# tilAvfeHifig has the prrvile^fe W 
ii|^%nd tmyh^ just as many more sAblte’W 
fihoiriginal may have caught, ahd 'wh® 
dpe>ilhim^ly for just such a cmisideiktilitiF 
^thH^vOffibhr may indine to give. ! 

If a goveruor or officer be compelled' ttf ti’a- 
vefc jwlbhc" sei?Vicej and’^^ recdvCs’ flrom 
the ^ Cj0Vra' ' -a sttm of moUCy to pay tiaViellitti^ 
ekpeuses, seeihs verj' itmh^ thkt suCll' 
vdf^ ii>‘ttot^ pkid 'to^ these 'poor' people. ‘' As^'litSife* 
’urtdersfaud ^ost shOuld’^WVSll 

gtdtfs : ^St#eiy t!^* pOorest’y.hd 'rridgt' '(fi^taik^'^^^ 
RhSSiatt’empiceshdbM' hot^ be oppi*fe^^^ 
slmfi a*^liiaiibet'.‘‘ It is tiPe, ttte' siun p&i’d18y tlif 
gDvteihif^ait to officers when trayeiliil^ ls ^ 
weBiasi‘that>paid'tOthe postilidn'whenih 
ofadhepost'j shlit^smail as it is in itSelf,' it 
bmhpcepteb'lo to those -to whom it Would* 
misdi. * to ! officers’ travelling, for Whifch thil^ 
isontfvpubUb fliebessity, they can at best ‘6^9 
nSapK' the^advantiE^es belonging to the fair tradelC 
ndiaiisi ’not'dhconsiderably taxed. I have Heard 


anmoffijcer Of ' high rank assert, that every vp^a^H 
fzonu i KtoiteHatka ^ to Okotsk and back ' 
w«8 wdSih^tett thotisaud roubles, or five hMHrea 
padndd ; anHfl belfevC he spdke the tftftHJ ' ^ 


«!Wilh{respect tO'fhe pCdlarsi '^hei% denolHiHHlOT 
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m«i8h*iiili8>^(t|ieyi ill ttrutb, ©i^ght tQ 
verelj, as well in regard to the goods 
asoihe^ iwice at whidi they are sold, th^^ ai^;^^ 
being euch as are of light burthen» or s^i|} 
the>)greatest piofit. The ignorance of 
origines is such, and thdr thoughtlessness of t|ff^i 
future so gre^Ui, that they prefer present fuHurioSi 
to fiUture ; necessities. The quantity of . artip^^, 
hafwhfd aborit, 1^1 the, merchants consirts ,of ,t<^j 
bapoop' spirits/ sU}cs^ tea,; sugar, inank^n*;: ^0*1/ 
co^on: hahdkesdddsM < E»rery Eaintchatdaleihtf PS 
opisnihouse, and upon' the aprivali 
his :door i is . held!! open, the own^ standiiigi JjXnib 
uncovered,' ;and awaiting the entryj; of ;4us > noh^e 
guBstc wbd, making an obeisance to the; knsailqi, 
or.hlafadlddyj passes oil to ^e mostf ooinh^^l^e'i, 
part of the dwelUng, and divesting ihiH^.l£,t^,thev 
unwieldy clothing so necessary in 
world, calls sdoud for dinner or, vsnppcrjip^jthei; 
time may * be, orders food for his d9gf>fiC!«ytS fMVii 
drinks well, has a bed ptfepareid^foif 
takes breakfast, consisting of fltiOAgnine, i 

the like; The interfnediate time ■ iSfifrnpipy^48%{ 
extorting three or four , hundred> .iJor ;eent„<|fl‘ofvt-( i 
for his goods, and the only reinuneyationv t^hijilf 
host is a glass of spirits, or a leaf of tobac<|e,-.,^i^j , 
soihe' cpses not even a theoh 
stresai of weather hasr unfc^nately.ivfoJPf .tbf^ 
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delita4<® 'FHm‘' W partake «tf their hospitahty^iiw:^ 
a (^^feoiPe.''’■ ■■'' :.■ ' ■■ 

thS m^hants compelled td tidce mdte^ 
wdBl^i tod linens, some flour or oatmeal^ w4dK’ 
a stiffidtot quantity of axes, kniveSj kettles^ twipei '' 
netif,J tod other implements orgioat necessiiyv' 
there would be less objection to their proceeding'; 
rotitid the peninsula, arid less inducesmeat fbro 
oflteers to do so. Tobacco, it is true, is* to artHto >< 
of- ’^at' deiriarid as well as of great lrecessi<y^^ ‘ 
teA‘j tod sugar' are fiflso in conaderable dtoian^ 
thbughV ' probably, tori much money is lavislied 
ufiOft both these articles by the Kaiwtdiatdales^! 
as also upon silks, nankeens, and fine cottons.' /' A * 
great 'benefit ‘ would arise from the establisluntot 
of ^k'-gOneral fair in Kamtchatka, tq be heldi'at'' 
StV^Peter 'aftd St. Paul’s, as well as from; twio or 
th?tfe ^roirltrtial fairs, to be held upon a eertito day. 
at (Certain "places. Among the people who .also 
tr^'M ¥tond>;the peninsula of Kamtdiatka . are 
dcfetrirs ' ^OI^ ptosrins. ; They are both extremifyi 
tr^^ed^e^' frir^hile the one aifects to- prOpainii 
th^'s(^<' tod the other the body^ both, I lieiievev'f 
ar^'*'iihbi’d'‘CdnOerned in fleecing the thou^tki^ 
abot^nali and in depriving him of the mqtoSto^^ 
sr^^ort^-' .n;. . 

'Thri'qtontit^. of convicts sent amongst a people; 
so* tosCeptilfle ■ of -to dso’-a serious? 
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^nslKadeei ‘ <The <»nvicts, as ^ Hussiaiiai) ^hsiivHflii 
ascendancy over the KaxhtChatSdaks, 
jfirhich is exercised in a most intolerant aath^nu 
fiwiotts manner. The convicts frequently. 

Itod Commit every species of villany and ontre^ 
dvfeh, to the fimienting of insu:^ections>i uThis 
iKiS ithe case during my stay in the penihiuisj; 

are the Kamtchatdales so dull, butitihat tihiey 
amnc^ber Count Benjofrky with horror, lifithe 
0 Ot^m«tt of Russia really feel interested hi 
lher;rprosperily of Kamtchatka, and I do > hot 
diubt'-it,' they have an easy mode of effectii^liti 
bj^dransplanring thither two w three rthioasahd 
yektttiv with rtWeir ; cattle. They are mr indusw 
hritosl ; ingenious, hhd peaceable ipeofdhi '‘ahnl^ 
hohiigo excellent herdsm^, they i could '110(11, f>o# 
eoinze, but' thrive in a country of’ sucbiexteniiire 
and^ri^': 'pastures. ■ ■:>' ?’i nfj:U 

fcmiftot refrain from mentioning? whabup^rs 
to me' B’ moSt desirable plan ‘of adihhiisib^ng^^ 
dfrect* and yet inexpensive, relief toithesclpcRifc 
pec^fle : Let the yasack be totally )abolidied^' dnd 
lufi oadb family of the aborigines: be. CGonipeiled'f to 
tbke front the government one poedi of ilorir ’pen 
nnmthi at the pricey say^ of a jaUe to fos-skimi 
' 0 »e ; results Iwould be, that government'iwonld' 
kttuhifln extra six thousand poods rofifronpl ht^ui! 
exprase of sixty riieusand '^rCnldeBt} iil^'iwtiBV frid):' 
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nHinild receive »k tHbusand; r8icin;||, 
.snbrthsdttileast ninety thousand roubles ; leai&ig 
aTgribss. pn^ti of four times the price of thd >pi«t 
doDt >yai^idc> and actually assisting the Kamtclliitt 
d^riiby the abaiidonment of a direct tax of hidf 
th^Iamount'-'to say nothing of the benefits wldeh 
AvduidiaocTue'from such a measure to the 
andi chldrea w^ho are now left' ^ for tnany^^^dis^ 
withekit tasting any other- 'food than Bad^Rriip^Ol 
the ihorkiofi trees; di'do not'kUoW>>what«effeetri^ 
fMdl-tak itay>have! lipoh the '^nifnal/fram^’ (bu&dl 
appears' tie> be nio incitement to* procreationJiti'th 
K&mtdniatka ft 4s the same ak ifr MeKicoi;! a '.singfel 
manrpayB^a' faeavy 'thx, a married ^ man ra beavi8i( 
akidea fatt^^the 'heaviest of all. ^-Suoh'condfiiictiis 
had ^policjfmm the part of- government) and> carried 
wifkritxHUDlrei-thlei appearance<of a wishrtb oxtiiKi 
guish than to increase the population of •S^eiiab''« 
>^ ]dt^we(ah)eady! commented upon the evil; effects 
ariaing'fkdni«fdiced levies, and forced ser^ces^f ci 
the-'Otma^ioFt of ' flour, salt, spirits, the post^ ah 
Well ah offidtetsifrbin one place to another witbouh 
any(> iibBimieratibn to the inhalatmits. Of thd 
confiact'ibft'these' travelling gentlemen, hi^ and! 
low^rit' iwffl be suflScient' to give a; spediffiSllir 
l^w offim^ ufioD i arriving at a idUt^, 
oeived fa^ fheoToioniaF 'Chief,^ and «conduoted^to: 
tfad wsctnestif andi-t^an^th^pait yenrte^ 



fr:S 2 , /j OBSEMA^IQN* QWi l 

u ijffin iif^pgit^ients are> taken 
i itifdheitnow^ aad put mt in the aktiSmithe 
n^||^4,«4t being understood that ihe cddf^/t^e 
..daesft k put cm in a C(dd country*: the H^j«^ordit 
. iliA^aitely becoines, The landl^y, orf 
k idso engaged in scraping the boots ofi the-^- 
toriwevent the heatrof. the,i;¥OQimiii&CPi 
(in^ng. the snow which adheres i to . tbenifrfi (T^e 
hestrpfovisiras. are then got ready , ae ’fa§tirius 
, jipossihifti either ffi)®’ .dinner Of! supp^* as thoitee 
diMfiuf uife vThe , iToiw then ( CQinesoih , wkhi a 
i niuetnat,! snjiieiand .m: pkt.ef handsoffliensahjtes, 
iSind bowing, to-sthe mfficerjf fplaceijithen^ ^^ttrithe 
taWefor hk iw^eptoneeK vl^em:^ atvi?i#h 
aerved;jnp»i thft(Cffic^ may hOrfiOiwjieitaterepsf^h 
t|> gke ; the Toion a glass of spirks>; as; . dkeoito 
permit the ihmily to , partake i £ ' the iHeat^tlhlgs. 
iHffiring finished : his diimer, : the'^eeiiiaskftflhe 
Toiondf the chase has been^ g^ and howt'ihany 
aahles he has got, pimIkMy . twe^(!&)^ Oiofifc, 
which he accordingly! takes fOf dSrmanjodMfild- 
kerdii^, pieces of nankeen, pounds^ bdiiiooo, 
<nr a small quantity of tea and iffugwriif t Kll^ 
of Ihn^. vil^ -last 0Hi€a?edt.‘t»fe the 
iO®conidi^>aits,/ift perfect complaoenj^.iwMbdbis 
iooBditft; andJeendescending dmnesSJpuft^tojIO ot 
iUevei^, bean- able to. .asn^taki'i.thetnuhet 
^lanwbotafanhnak 
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l>llt^ibttP>hvtpp^ they cmnot 
‘jttii(miaw^ worth at least two hundred thoiltsiad 
ntettWfekf > One out of every forty is supposedtito 
to tile empeiw upon theti* saarrivaJ'Ut 
bat it is very difficult to insure any 1 %- 
‘ of such a tax except from the r^idhr 
'tr^erSj and they also rtianage to defiaud the^ gO- 
’^V^tranieftt bf the proper dues. The vsflue ttf *<he 
varies i" a sea-otteF is worth thirty-fiVe 
ifiouad^ rfver^ter, two i pounds^ a bl^k ifelx,' 
s t’#ettly puttdS '5 %ladi -and white fox, t^n pouiMfe; 
bW^Wn-^ibjtv' ^ jknittds ; % ^ftirtibn • fOx, tw^ve 
#illblg^ t ' ' > ihd ' a white or tfee ■ fox, as kittle 
sixpence i^ Mbles! Vaty^fifeln 
5*ilght»tbitw^ve*‘8hilKhgs. For these bread is bar- 
*>teFSd>at‘eight 'shillings the poodp tea’ at^wdVe 
»S^dffi»iy;si^the>^und ; sugar, four shillings, and to- 
>fhhdob^tltree! shillings the pound; in shoiit; ho 
/aattclo<iii iold fkr'less than four hundred per cent. 

uponUbe actual expense of fetchibg it ffimn 
i@idtdOf}Hwith the advantage in that case of pro- 
.ooufiif^ dH S(hr(» - of coem ' cottony nankeens^ ahd 
^^lubidkii'cMellH 4>eBides iron utensils. « • 

idj 'l^he Aliterieun! Company might, and ott^tiyto 
’'itfcntract With thfeigovernment for supplying fibiir 
to Okotsk/i<l%iga, ^^d Kamtchatka^^ fbr^wldch 
> abhutfOrty^’thousand poods>are annuaily i«ij[i£red. 

‘ l%eif ’^bundUMte of ’^unefflpkiyed? WMdd 
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alfOk, fsMble them to ftirojah the 
eyegcf things they require at a che8pvaiid:iyet(liii^ 
proitftbl^ rate^ But such is the pertuMteitysiandi 
jealousy of those composing that body> thatrtlM^.^ 
wiU dO’ nobbing even to benefit themselves^ if it Ins ^ 
also of benefit to others. And thus, -a trade>itrtthc 
Manilla* Canton, the South Sea islands^ Califer*^ 
nit* Ctdcutta and Japan, aa weU asi rthei estaUibhiK' 
m<»it i a whale .fishery are sacrificed;! and ftfact' 
easlwil frontiers ; of the Russian empire remain liur 
theiu i m^iginal banen, impovesislied, • and sav^ 
state, instead of boasting a flourishing trader uoutK 
riadtiOn hy a civilized^ organizedi andiriOndly^ 
pulatimi.; Thei produce of the abovn >HieQliiDned>t 
plaees: might be warehoused in Kamtdintkt^ lailtll 
in the ensuing sununer be transported itn iOkdtok^ I 
and thence over all Siberia. - t tad ; 

'The drymg and salting of fish, the fisUi^efyo 
timb^ for furniture, and the conatetumcitag ^n£ < 
agricultural pursuits, could not &ii of benefitingt^! 
Kamtchatka ; but the whale fishery tVouldvIahoire! ; 
all things, redound to the honour and iitteres^nf; 
Russia. It may not be amiss ta add, i^ftilerini¥; 
pmrtation of foreign com would nsut^ assirt the ; 
Yidrati ; its immediate effect would be to sate the^ 
lives of twenty thousand horses* whidi we an-^ 
nuafiy sacrificed by fam'd work or fiutdne.’ i F«i> 
medy; when the horses .were more wuaereus, ' 
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‘ between Okbtsk and Ynkutsk^by 

tlie«iif^reiiinite>> the American Companjr, and-i^ 
giQinilitBi^tc^ at prCseat there are not morb tban- 
thahTf ih'otffiand.^ Of these, at least one half 
sd(i^cddf * and - the remainder rendered nhfit- for ' 
a'Seii^d tripy > '* -The whnle ■ nmnber • of: ^hOrsei^ ‘ an**' 
miti%i$sacriideclf^in Siberia does hot« it isiacridj fuA’ 
sbddt iof) thousand 4 > so-: that ' ere' long the^« 

ndU lataorhe eKtanct,' aivd with tSiem iihe nei^ beh^ 
ofrithe^Yaknti,^ who are ieren inow gcteg 'dowmin! 

-(lifuiihijben^ti^hiHP^beeQid^dved' to> the icolody* 
fibMKt^e'jeicerdons of the pre^nt; Ghicf, 

of never dUowhig>a 'doWi to' -hi^' 
kiHed)ii!ialtii:2she}is<pastt calving,^ ^ is riin '^itself ' eA^4' 
lent; but the stock on hand is so smatt'that^a;’ 
cbkctf^lfcdotidf elapsO bef«we what can be tended 
hMs^soBtttecould be seen wandering and 
ingnilfloaothd Cairaost i unbounded pastures of « >thu ^ 
peedniaiabf >'>What‘>the dMferent diiefe haW been ' 
dteilpdnhhodBathftf fea^^ Heaven alone'knows! * 
^^%nif)6hplsins 1^1% and Glarke were here, they - 
seoabi ttn^vi^/tahen it for granted, or to hi«#»v 
bee#iiifMni^,'‘tHat- cattle of all descriptions wede ’ 
in>(w^ ftrarkditog state.- Prom the pin»lni% 
Otand& tor^ji|||il,^n couple of tranuportswnighl^ 
in .i«ir+«mi»nai^»itraf»pwt 
VOL. n. F 
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hieid * dr'fcatJIle,' wWdh^ repeated’ fia* tetf 
would 'place the pehiilBfda in an abeoltdefy^eih- 
viai^ sittmlion. 'Kiis' act of humanity wcfhkl be 
^tended with no expense to the govei*mlient i *e«a 
ithe eontraty, it might be made advants^eous -io 
’the gOVerntnent as well as the Kamtchatdaltn, 
iiiio Would' willingly pay the value in - salAeW ’dnd 
teeidi W^ b€fj’ tinit no part = of ' thei^vnst 
iHitesian' empire would’ be > rith^ <W *lleeter^<|)rd- 
Vided' With faod various descriptions * 1lW.n'<^e 
idisiant (province <ofiKaintchatku.i< a: hv } ; J)i>;nirs 
(ii' ^Jpon the banks dMP the 

land lies distant from the salt water, andr4hdtei- 
eW'by * the >nio(iirtaiiW( tht ’east^wltais*i as 

^ll ^ast'on <dH>se bdnksi which have boemi^nHched 
by the Idva’mnitted by the voloanoes^' binfeyj'ndta, 
Wnd ^rye have been produced, but iA Anb'4nfibmce 
widi so miM) success as to pay tih0>^lNMir:>(lJT|ib 
productions^ it is true, have bem?'a» >littfcn riiuie 
varied and a little riper; but rareb^xcoittiihuible. 
luf spite of this fisict, the gazettes) of JSt;/FttterlAnirg 
formally and offidafiy aniioance/' this ynan itoat^ 
)^piifftem of rye produced bine vquaa4en|is>'iKU 
tiiabfthe dze or wdgbt of lx comihon potatoegris 
three quarters of a pounds IShvee qdartcnwcd' ah 
ounce would be a uuffident tqn 
Idhave no ihesiatati(« iii; saykig that bodhldMlse 
•qnrts; aiie'fobulous* in- every xamse l^f) die ylonk 
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liP.>Jfh«irj8 newriiieiwL A pwkatpe iii.tiie whplfilsFl®- 
^ber ripe, oi^ larger tiuui a hen’a^,;., , 

<4 I|ji|ai^& ]iierd» <^ cattle were distributed (Hi the 
Kamtchatka, and othar tai^eured 
plat^' witb. j^ benefit of manure, agricultural 
implements, and knowledge, no doubt tbe soU 
imight be made to answer the purpoae^. . I cer- 
tainly, cannot conceive the climate c^Kamtohatka 
toibei sudh, as of itself , to ;pi»clude the pursuit Sdf 
agriculture; ia ; some of its . minor branches, as I 
consider the soil .to be imuCh isuperior to tbat>bf 
Cbrniectteuti ! ok Massachusetts, ,jQir:<eitlter!>ie|^ jour 
.CatiadaUi;:: .-i Oi. - hj!lj 

M laflte, vicinity of Avatcha are rto; be seen, .what 
ase by- some^ tmnned artificial < enriosures, within 
which/ aattlcr were formeriy maintained^ butv J[ 
comiudeftbem to be natural enclosures formed 
by rthe t overflowing of Hie rivers. My reason is, 
that nti enclosure > is ter be found upon the. lan^ 
ridmibaii<(m]y on the borders of the rivers, i and 
smatt) stBtems, . and ; there they are perfect ; and 
)WBu me ‘ .generally .infinrmed that :the Kamtchat- 
idales/^fwttessed no other ‘domestic animals; than 
Some iindividual has of. late thought ^propbr 
to &vour the public, df Russia, with an tac^utriit 
oftithe happy land prosperom state ’ofi the Kmnh- 
chatdaksi previous to the inva8UHi<;bff4heir'cduik> 
try. by >thet Russians }-»^whence/ he* todc W» te*t 

F 2 
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I i'fcnowfnot, but I cannot believe that 
pofnilation^ with slender means of SubMstencej* 
and less knowledge, could ever have been inain- 
tained in happiness or prosperity. . 

>i Before entirely closing these remarks -respect^ 
iiag Kamtohatka, and its grievances, I may just 
advert to one or two points not hitherto dwelt 
on. The children of the natives receive no 
oation, :and the children of the Russians but little 
moife. There certainly is a school existing dn 
St. i Beta* and St. Paul’s, governed by a priest 
and I r^ular schoolmaster ; but one ^ is i a! great 
rogue, and the other a greater sot. The i sum 
allowed for the maintenance of each child dsl, I 
bdieve,: five pounds per annum, scarcely etiough 
to buy clothing, and were it not for the abun- 
dance of: fish caught, and some assistance fHom 
thek ifamilies, I really do not see how ithcKboys 
could be kept alive. Of the clerical gentlemen 
themselv’es, I may observe, that they mamtaima 
great distinction between practice and prehept. 
They are very numerous: I know not. what so 
ntany do in so poor a place, there being no cob- 
gregations to employ so great a numbe:!', The 
revenue received by these reverend gentlemesa is 
.£p-from inconsiderable, and, although, it is done 
under the disguise of . voluntary contribution, adU 
it presses heavy upon the peoide*; andicheavier 
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s<^ !Hrbeii ib is considered that they do littiie work 
of a»y kind besides trade. Surely their capacities 
ai:e such that they are qiudified to become school- 
masters; yet never hut in one instance have I 
seen: moral or intellectual instruction given, to the 
diildten, and in that instance the party was paM. 
I do not know how laborious the duty of a RtM. 
sidn priest may be in a large cwigregation, or 
whether it is the same as in a small one, but this 
I .do know, that in such a place as Kamtchatka, 
Uiey do not occiqiy themsekes for the benefit of 
the public three hours in twenty-four, the remain^ 
ing twenty-one are occupied in trading, hunting, 
fishing, &c. ; Of late the Emperor, has given f hem 
an allowance of flour as well as a regular sahhry, 
and it may thcrefoie be hoped that the. imtives 
wiU; at least, be so far benefited as to have fewta* 
of their visits, except on their spiritual concerns. 

5 ‘s Whether; the Russian government will pay any 
abtenticn : to the serious and deplorable^ situatimi 
»tlie peninsula of Kamtchatka is of no, per- 
sonal i consequence to me, though I may well feel 
»■ strong, interest concerning a idace in which I 
rerided for more than a year, and where I mar- 
ried. The ceremony was attended with) much 
more pomp' and parade than if it had been 
Iribrated in England: it took place o». the- 8th 
of^ January, and i 1 certainly am the ;first English- 
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man t^at ever married a kamitchatf^ale, add^^' 
wif^ is undoubtedly the first native of that ‘ j^nid- 
sula that ever viated happy Britain. ' ’ 

l^e winter was passed in a constant rpttdd'df 
hospitality and comfoit, apd hardly any thihg 
m^hable occurred to call for observation. TiTwe 
sl^ks of earthquakes were felt, two of thfeM 
very _^yere: one threw the sand up frohi tlid' 
banks of the riyea* kamtchatka, and ^uite hnnifii- 
la^.^fhp s^w; the f^l^utphefska Soplik 
emif^d flaipes and, lava. Thp show beehh 'to' 
disappear ,^at St. ]?eter and St. l^aul^ in’ thi^' 
begipping of May^ By the middle of the ihotith' 
opp pf fhe transports safled from' the ^rf ‘ ro' 
Ni^ney fCamtchatsk, reaching it in dve dhy's^' 
and Ipr the latter end of May the siiovjf ' had' 'dii- 
tirelyj ^sappeared, and Spring, in the coiirife’ hf W' 
few 4ays, made her welcome appe^ah(%’i Wild’ 
floiyers and vegetables were every where sj^hg-^ 
ing up, and enlivening the dreariness bf ’tne 
seven months. Even the rigging of thd 
porf which was to carry me back, ekcited 
interest, tod reminded me of former thri^.’ ’ 
attention of the inhabitants was shffiirientiy"*^-'' 
gagpd by the, accession of fish, as heriirigs 

harbour, cod in the outer haven^ tod i^als’ 
evfry where. Some among them proceeded to 
thie islands at the mouth of the ha^eh,’ ahd 
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^ in ihous4nds of c^, while others 
wej^. o^t iH .shooting-parties, landing us in snipi^s, 
wild ducks, and partridges. The wild g^'lic 
n^^ il^ fir^t ^peaiance at Cape Garlick so eany 

a W individuals di^ in the hosjpii^, 
most iPf-i them wfth the scurvy; thie remainder 
SQpn , restored to sqund health by Spnng ana 

- -* » i il *, '■ .•: ". ■' i i ‘ ^ '■ ■■ ^ ' \ \ i I . i i '•/ ‘ I '■ jl r 

walks were 'sometimes ' 



the|^tji.fe ^ cannot 

<4s.,8r^Tf^,(fe'“ ‘,*hf 



m 


Caj|^bi|i^ .j^d.,Idjani^ in ballot, having 
pr’QCfjripgj^ cargo of flour. By that vessel 


c^yi^ ft ^.mgst .friendly lejtter from itfrl'^trmst'on/^ 




th^i^i^..^pf the British factqiy, toget|iei* mth a'^ 
fil^^^ .^pgj|sh newspapers, magazines, which*'' 
emplpypd p?® 1 st of july;t whep we #ere'’ ’' 

.^tf’Petqr ftnd^St. Paul’^ the chief city of the 
pepjinsp^j.^p|jj Kamtchatka, contains forty-two 
f?e||des fifteen edifices belonging, to 
thppgpyetpipent, an old church, and t^e fduifi^ * 
dpf^op _pf a new one. Among the puhfic buM- " 
ing|^,.are,^^^^^fbe reck^ maga^Httes for bread,'^ 
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, fo^ .,pp;^d0r, foF sailors, for convicts, - ferisiriine, 

. atld for arras ; a guard-house, smithy, hosjital, 
.chancery, school, and a building for. the- chief ■and 
his assistant. All,- however, with the exception 
.of the hospital, sailors’ barracks, and 'schoohi®re 
at best, like the rest of the city, but emWeras 
of misery and wretchedness. 'I have never Iseen 
even on the banks of the Frozen Sea -sn ’Oon- 
.. teniptible a place, hardly meriting the name of 
a ;)^h9ge, much less that of a city; yet such is 
ithe .p!^e which has been so eulogized fr^ . ene 
. end of the world to the other.; The erection of 
hospitals, of schools, of churches, and the , diffu- 
sion pli happiness and knowledge, have been- ex- 
trayagantly vaunted of in magazines and reviews, 
in defiance of the most lamentable fftcts ;^ a 
vety opposite description. ' h 

, I cannot imagine what a governor ; h® ita do 
in suph a place ; a civil commissary wonldiSprely 
have been enough. The only peoplejfdrti.my 
opinion, who can be called happy, are the<iKo- 
riaks, because they are independent. The Jlus- 
slans complain of being sent to such a vUd^ jdace, 
utterly destitute of society; the Creolea tiieir 
being kept in a state of poverty; whitef the 
^amtchatdales bitterly lament the association 
,yrith either the one or the other. It hasr been 
^bgg'*ved that St, Peter and St. J^ursvcan: pever 
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to its Want of W66d: ’■ It 
liflsay be masked, why then was the seat of gbVCTo- 
ment removed from a more eligible place, Nish- 
' ney Kamtchatsk, or why was it not removed to 
tWs centre of agriculture and population, so far 
'aS> either can be said to exist? It has been 
■ Mready changed three tirties, and is, I befieve, 
'destined to another removal.' Kaihtchatka nei- 
ther' can n(W Will thrive so long as its chibf^'are 
iseht for five yeat^ only : such a short p^iod 
scarcely allows theni tbe ifihie of dorhg '^^d, 
hbweVier well-disposed' they may be. The g^ne- 
rai mdde of occupying ’ the allotted terni niajf be 
■thtts'desbribed'. The first year is employed in 
looking about and forming plans fijr the im- 
provement of the country, the ■ amelioration of 
the condition of the aborigines, &0. : the se- 
! cOnd year is passed in making reports. Stating 
i ■ OpiriiOns, &c. ; the third year brings the reply 
i of the government, directing or authorizing' the 
imode of administration : the fourth is employed 
' i preparing, or, at most, in acting upon Such 
* Orders : ' while the fifth and last year iS‘ gene- 
raHy employed in preparing to return to Bitfope, 
; and' levying ‘ a parting contribution t—atid - \hus 
^the whole five years are, more or less, tSkeh up 
‘ in trading and accumulating as much money as 
possible. The" very shortest term of a chiefs 
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con)nia,]MiL, a>^ Kamtchatka should, lie ,t^n 
theft only he liberaUy paid, ^ 
to hiBBy suitable chw,act^^„ 

wiU he found, who will prefer to adftitoister, . 
justly widi clemency and honour, to thp 
grading of thejr characters by a mean,.^ ..^,,, 
rogatory hnaffic. If an increase of ra^;, doj^^l 
p^j tpid Ptoyisions, an e:i^tto pension, an 4 .,(|h 5 .,; 
mftjft. unlimited poyrem, are not- ancient,, t^ii^n-^. 
sure a just discharge of the duties, what besi^^. j 
coftscienoa evey '^Bh iftditeo if- i - * j . (f" 

iQi the, Kui#e Jslanfis,, thcaJg|f,thoy..ar^_,jnp^,i 
now in the government of Knintoh^tka*, 
been ced^ hyithe^Empetor 
Atoaiicfoi Company* ^ 

fejardremarfes, and with them dose myi 

tions oftlfanifpi^^fi^®^* : >/ 'wd{ 

This chain of islands is divided bel|)yeeri 

Rftssian and Japanese empires ; of those j fj^ong^^ j 
ing.to the former empire, but few 
The hrst Kurile, situate at sixty-fiye, mi|es,|r^^.., 
CaperKopatka, has .three yourtes, with ,fpm',,^des^ , 

and, weight, females, nominally paying,, hf 

six, , sea-ottem and twelve tonW^sJn nmney^^ 

as ,110 searotters are found,^ and the, islands, ahnwpd - ^ 
toito^es, seven of these are received ip | 

them. There is in the island , a f oioyai?^? 
stead.ibr small craft on the N,W, side* 
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qttSi^*titie^ ^ Vati^-fO'^U ^ dttek#, geete; lElfd’ 

’ fi^iient the pltice ; and froih the 
ahd’ ifeathi^ the inhabitants make thd^ pEitki^ 
add' Mil their warm (Slothing, which are also eitw 
ceedingiy comfbrtable and beantifhl. Thedimate 
of the Islands resemWes that of St. Peter and* 'St; 
Pamk ' The soil is generally good, prddtKiing 'fiiie^' 
pMstWes. On the first isle there was ifobnerly i 
an’ abundance of cattle, but nbW only twec(n«'ff ' 
retdaSttV" ' ■'* 

The second island, about ninety nifles fiitiht the- 
firsts has' seven ybuttCs, with thirty'-five'mdes ind 
forty-t\ro females, paying tribute for itsetf^ ahd*- 
the! fourteenth isle, nominally, thirty-fiVe sCa-’ 
ottere ; that is, twenty-three fokes and one’htini-'' 
dred aiid fifty roubles. The fourteenth isle has 
thr^ yourtes, fifteen males and seventeen fe- 
males. ' Of the intermediate islands, and those 
bejnnd the fourteenth, I could obtain but very 
little raibrmation ; the whole are evidently rbl* 
came jprodUctions, and are supposed to have been 
sepmated by some violent convulsion of nature ’ 
from the peninsula of Kamtchatka. The idanefei 
whici are lofty and bold, are said to be without 
rivi^, nor are there any harbours known. It is 
to'^ remembered, however, that they have been 
but vCiy imperfectly surveyed. The inhabitants 
are stippb^d to lie of the same biigih as those of 
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Karatchatka, though they differ in the custom of 
wearing long beards, which was probably in- 
troduced among them by the Russians. Their 
dialect is the same with that of the inhabitants 
near Cape Lopatka ; from whence baidares are 
frequently sent to the first and second isle, tq 
the tribute and furs. Foxes are said to 
be the only animals of the chase, and here ^ey 
abound in all colours. Sea-otters were also for- 
merly taken, and still, at intervals, visit some of 
the islands. Excepting those caught near Nish- 
neynKamteliatsk, they are considered the smbst 
vahiable : of the species. , , i t 



CHAPTER XII. 

Departure from Kamtchatka. — Re-arrival at Okotsk— Rrir- 
' ■ *the'# Observations on that place — Bulgeine— The • 

V n»» — Ontchakan — Ancbekon^Atchan and Kenkui Rivals 
.^(Jbornoi Lass — Chakdalka—Chekinvio— The Alde>i| 
Amgha, and Lena Rivers — Re-arrival at Yakutsk— Geper.al 
Observation on the Yakuti, and of their Metropolis. 

1.(1 31EMA.INED in Kamtchatka eleven "mdntbg 
enjoying that hospitality and kindness which ’4he 
chief. Captain Rikord, so eminently possesses the 
means and manner of conferring. The vessel in 
which we prepared to return to Okotsk, was the 
same which brought me to Kamtchatka; but 
although she was ready in June, it was not until 
the 5th of July, 1822, that the anchor was 
weighed, and with a light northern Breeze we 
bade adieu to Kamtchatka. As we steered along 
shore, the coast offered a lively verdant appear- 
ance, no snow being visible except on the elevated 
peaks. In five days we reached the latitude of 
Cape Lopatka, bearing West ten leagues. At the 
close of the day, when thus situated, and with a 
light air from the S.E., the sky assumed an un- 
usual fiery red, while the beautifiil tinge on the 



dtiA ’ fkieting clouds presented a • most' ^adMinre 
a!s|)i^, though it evidently foreboded somdthftig 
ai^ul. The constant changes in the appeaiaaid* 
of the heavens over the high dands of- Kamt*- 
chatka and the islands, reminded us of an ainrola 
borealis, as this, as in the real aurora, had its £eiy 
rtidteors moving about. By midnight the wind 
veered to S.W. by W. and ultimately settled id a 
heavy gale from the N.W. the last being; the scj^ 
Of the most glowit^ part of the sky. An iinii. 
mense cloud of smoke had' also been vMble.fo^^ 
cbu^eOf days iri the N.NiW. directicni .'Birfoirebur 
digital at Okotsk it had* been ascertained jfkhbgitd 
great pfiflt of the immense forests north of . thelbay 
of Avateha had been destroyed, and Biat a sene^ 
eoheussiOn of the earth had taken place i^ooc tlie 
day of the gale. Fcatunately for us it wWi<ain 
off-^shore wind, or our destruction would kata 
lieen inevitable. During the forty-^ht.ihwrt 
that we w^re lying too under bare poles, worlifftfe 
ddven to the S.E. about one hundred landififty 
miks, owing partly to the heavy sm i whkb id^ 
through the Kurile passages, -aBdi pa:Mly tn>d 
stroiig current which conrinuaUy sets ; tb\thej6ii^ 
through the iLopatka Straits. It! is thistciirteiit 
Which reUders ' the passage to and from Ofcotdi 
rmich more tedious than it otherwise wcnddii^i 
Tlte firsts or Lopatka Channel, is -nctw^sdldoliabor 
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ne^mtiempted, owing to the repeated 
irhihhnbare happened to the transports ; indc^, 
tiieBeu ia jRow an order from the Admiralty tp th^ 
oonirary; throwing the onus upon the officer in 
charge. ! The channel, as far as 1 am ahle ,itP 
ju(%e^ria not half so dangerous nor^ so narrow as 
lhat of the Needles at the Isle of Wight< The 
iwhok oB this Jiemi^here demands a surveying 
co^teditionf as wdA. as 'practical sailors to traverse 
%ffov/till then imagwary dangers wdl he shunned* 
mHhile >raal0aea>cemMniimlcno(v^ > i . h . i. t o 
fiitDriveil'to the-SiE. Intitttde ns jvell .o^i Of 
longilade^ we] awaited a- SJli gale, when iwe wfre 
endbled, iwitii ’good managemeat^ to ran within ra 
quarter- of sh riiiie of the braakers,' though in the 
greatesib ! danger ; (£i sufiering ^bipwreok^ whioh 
woidd^' in such circumstances, hare left no one 
li^ tell the dismal tale, llie vessel; was 
crowded iiwith live lumber, men, women, and 
chiMreff, att with horror depicted hpon their 
;i6i!>imtbtwnCeiB,' The we were in was by 

ttO>'iihi0aiHi pleasant. Our course was West* ; a 
lieatry:fKaipliiiii fog attended us, We had already 
^lis^iWhat appeared two islands, but whinb> dn 
filot weradwo hiUs rni one island. Land wan obr 
serasible adieadi and we hauled up ’going 
^hi haiot^ and the spray at this time iftom the 
t)ve«iiora»'Within.lifty yards of tis. The gale veer- 



ed to <NiJS.^^bserved the land again- 
to W-^hauled up S.S.E. land stiU a>hea^ wlton 
from a hord gale and heavy sea it fell, -almost 
miraculoudy, calm, and we found ouiwlvea'-in 
smooth water. Fourteen feet were gained- by 4he 
lead, mid the anchor was thrown out with success. 
The night proved rainy, dark, and dismab bilt^IfNe 
held on, m perfect ignorance of om* situatioiH 
laitterly even the . land was vxA visibly though- the 
breakers were. A small rock lay N. by E..mid a 
reef S. by E., extending to S.W, The Swf firoitt 
the island extended to W.N.W. feavbig us-Otily a 
west comse in the event of any accident to 
eables. After a night (£ great anxiety >and<>'ctiilt 
slant attention to the lead, the WatcheSy b# lodlkt 
outt being equally divided between thbembtodiidlei’ 
snd myself, we hailed the break of the 
mom with great pleasure: a cloucUess iky.‘'4iSt 
covered our situation to have been Stlbhf’ihlt 
nothii^ but the intervention of Froviddnto 
have saved a single life, on board' the 
toe gale had continued. We had no ^erbittiivb 
betwixt stru^ling through breaker$;,«<i[nr^ being 
dashed to pieces against rocky precipices ^ 

. The large bay into which we hadfbeenVilihus 
driven, is no where described in any .diart^fivltilth 
is i the more extraordinary, as^^ it> lies^ nem^ the 
principal Kurile channel. It is tofhi^^^lto'hr**Uh^ 
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kiuiir»^1 did not Biitvey it, although It 

bem ‘ passed within a few miles by the anAmd ' 
transports for the last hundred years. Our si- 
tuatioir proved to be on the S.®. side of the 
third risland^ and S. of a large bay in the centre 
of-^ ' 'Four small ro(^y isles bore from N.- to 
N:E. ^ N. about a mile distant. A long teef had 
itS'eKtneitae east point E.N;E. about nine milei^V 
The hollow in the centre of thO isle bore N.N.W. 
And tho eastern extreme of the southern shore 
S.E. 'j^ Sr while a sunken rock and bank was from 
us 6b by £, about half a mile distant, consequently ' 
the-main land ran from N.E. to S.E. round by the 
W. '- iThere? was plenty of water for our vessd^^ ' 
all round us : a clear channel lay round the rodP^ 
to the: S. by £. and another to the west of thfe 
northern leefj distant from the main land three 
miles. As we had come in, there must neces-' 
sarily be /a passage out, and that passage I pro- 
posed*: as the most certain by which to ^ safely 
out.,' j The latitude at noon was 50® 26 ', and the 
properr enixance to the bay is in that latitude - 
betwom ^e long reef nine miles from the brig’s’ 
then ^tion,^ and the islands, hauling up to the 
south* and thus it may be made a safe bay. ^ ^ 

We hove • short the anchor, and drove dose - to - 
the ;jhrecd:ers ; let go a second anchor unda* foot, 
and'ipt l^og^ by casting the right way, made 

VOL. II. G 
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sail and cut away. The S.E. correm^ ai^ |he 
taidiness of the crew, were still to be home with 
as we passed parallel to the reef at fifty or ®»^ty 
yards. We gained an offing and continaed^td 
beat about until the twentieth day from our leav- 
ing Avatcha: on that day we passed the thi:^ 
channel, but light easterly airs detained us tfil 
the twenty-fifth. On the thirty-third day we 
made the port of Okotsk, apd reached the ; an- 
chorage of the outer bay* On the thirty-fourth 
I landed in a tremendeus surf at the risk of ray 
life* Feeling anxious to get ashore, and in spite 
of recalls and signals, I passed safely through a 
surf which swallowed up six* out of twelve ofu ® 
*boat that also subsequently attempted it; finding 
the surf near me] 1 continued strai^t Qn,-wlide 
- the' other boat attempted to turn, and reaped . the 
disastrous consequences. The cluef.of .Ea^t- 
-diatka with his family and my wifis land^ the 
foUowiitg day upon the outer beach, and (hu .hPg 
on the third reached the harbour in safety., -., .,* 
From this relation of my voyage I ‘^uld.,^1 
greatly pleased if I could draw ti^ atteut;t#tpf 
the Ruffiian government to the jnopriety and^ 
cessity, not only of surveying generally the turtle 
irtands, but particularty those extending 
Cape Lopatka to the latitude of 46^ > It ia mth- 
in that compass that the transports from ^wd/^to 
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Kamlk^atka pass the Kurite strliita. 
I had Occasion last year to notice what I cen- 
ddereid an error in the geographical position of 
the third and fourth Kurile ishinds ; this year 
I repeated my obsawations with somewhat more 
prroision in consequence of the light airs and 
calms which attended us for some -time. The 
latitude of the fifth island is certainly wrong at 
noon on the 24th July, O. 8. we were in lati- 
tttde* 49* 33', at which time the most northern 
;^rt of the island bore W. by N. at about four 
leagues ^ at the same time that the island lying 
to the Westward of it was one point open to the 
noWhi This could not have been the case if the 
eharts had been correct : eveiy allo^ancB for Hfe 
error ih Admiral Kruzensterne’s chart may how- 
'erer -‘be passed over in silence; as he did not 
trmwey this part nor indeed any so far north;- ^ 

‘ The second channel is certainly the preferaWe 
■lobe #hen ‘bonnd from Okotsk into the Eastern 
Ocean, because although it is formed by four is- 
lindSi ‘and is genertdfy attended by fogs, it can 
always be run for, as a fidr wind is a clear wind. 
Oiifing, however, fipom Kamtehatka to Okotsk^the 
tWirt! ehaHiiel is the better, as it is formed by two 
Idfty thO^* ‘small islands, and has cons^eratriy 
^ and current. Calms, or gales; heavy fi^, 
Utroiig and thangeriile’ currents prevail in these 
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seas and render the navi^t^n, in the hnads of 
titose generally emidoyed, tedious and perUouaSi 
ii^edsion and incapacity marking every acfe 
The government deserve credit for Uieir late 
liberality in settling the establishment of.Okot^^ 
still, however, much remains to be done. The' 
encouragement held out to young officers t& iu> 
duce them to serve in this part of the world, is 
generous ; but there is yet wanting encourage*' 
mant to officers who. are already initiated into 
the practical, as well as theoretical, part of a sear 
man’s duty. As the case is, none but boys irom 
the collie are sent, who, getting the command 
of a vessel before they have even been afloat, 
are obliged to confide in the under officers, and* 
all subordination ceases, except that which 
enforced* by hasty punishment, for starting had 
found its way from the navy, of England to that 
of the Eastern Ocean. 

Having once more reached the continental part 
of Asia, I b^an to prepare for my- journey^ to 
Yidtutsk. In the mean time, every attention>a|]^ 
kindness was renewed to me by my old friend, ^ 
chief of Okotsk, and his amiable lady. Many cpfi^ 
siderable additions and improvements to the toiKB 
and port had been made during my absence; 
bnildk^ belonging to the American Compfa^ 
had been transported frgm the ground on whieh 
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were^^iittrttcte(i4o the l^w town, 

#iwi ddt town, , on 

aeeouQjr ^ toe jwoximity ctf toe workmen^ >j»i 
weU as ; toe 'liUBculty and dai^r in crosai^ the 
Hj^to ef the harbour during summer. A new 
br^ had been ptopaied, and was now ready to 
laUneh. Twolaigedats had been budt for tnunsr: 
pertoig dour across toe bay. A sort of custom 
msdwarehouse had been erected for the use of the^ 
ntorehants/toe receipts of which are given to the 
support of the poor ; and two magnificent ma^ 
zine^iavpbsttoousc, and other buildings, together 
with five thousand large trees in the dock>yaiid, 
liave been' added through the activity of Captaihi 
IMiinsky. I ihay confidently say that were the 
same industry and knowledge to be continued in 
operation for five years longer, Okotsk would not 
cede in regularity, cleanliness, or duraMlity of 
buildings, to any wooden town in Siberia except 
^niaoule. 

> Iti is a pity that a dry dock is not formed for 
laymg up the transports during the winter. The 
means are ample, the rise and fall of the regutoF 
tote^veiy ' considerable, and the ultimate advaif- 
tUj^ are incto;ulable. The duty at the pertitis 
he^, owing to a want of officers, artificers^ and 
saikWs.' The conespondence with Irktt]^ is? 
ehoi^ tor a government, much more for so 
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a place. Two v«sksh Moiigiftg' 
American Company arrived during my* 

Ok<nsk, one in bdiast/ and the nther aftWdSt 
entfUiy, having but two thousand riVer - 
board. It is incomprehensible why this ■ b<)dy ‘do 
not fit out small' craft for the purpOst^ of taking 
seab -on and round the Isle of Aybn ; its di^tafitiB 
fromi Okotsk is about one hundred and fifty m^, 
and the interval would, no doubt, be ^the nwSIt 
thriving scene of their adventures. Who* is'^ rite 
director of the concern I know tiot,* bUt 
quite certain, that by visiting the ei^ablishhi^t 
once in three years, he miglit do initcfi 'gooil, 

and prevent more robbery. - ' ♦ ! . • 

Being fully prepared for my journey to * Ya- 
kutsk, distant, in a direct line, seven Or elj^t 
hundred miles, we departed on the evening Pf 
the 27th of August, a very late period " Of ' <He 
year, creasing the Great Bay and encampiirtg 'for 
the night at Bulgeine, near the remains -bf aB 
old hospital, then in a fine situation, blit iatOjy 
removed to a worse one, in the town. ' ott^t, 
at least, to be stiU used for those Who Ure' iifi^a. 
convalescent' state, having the advantage ' of f a 
better air, sOme vegetables, and plenty of milk. 
The following morning our caravan amounted 
to near two hundred horses. I had thirteen, 
besides a couple of tents, one for tny . guides 
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IMid Cus^a£k,,,'the other for myseE Pi-pvi^pQs 
wei^ lai4 in ior six weeks, as nojihing is, to t>e 
I^QOured^opon the road except flesh ' meat, .^y 
pyeseOtt situation upon leaving Okotsk was j^ 
diEerent. from the last to escape my observation. 
,^en I, was wandering about. alone, careless of 
the past, unconcerned for the future, and, . like 
the brute creation, , alive oply to the . present 
4>0ur. Now, with a young wEe to prq^t 
through an execrable journey on horseback,^ ^d 
exposed to the seyerity uf winter, I felt, and felt 
d^ply, that prudence and foresight were pecu- 
liarly necessary, i She, who had onty seen th^ 
or foiu’ horses in her life, was copsequently got a 
kttle terrified; but what vyill, not perseywance 
iOjrercQme,?,..The d^culties she encountered in^this 
■mrd . tho. subsequent journeys were such 'as would 
rhave shakeo the most robust, and bore yery h^rd 
. <|upon,^.r ,d^'^k:ate frame; yet it is but justice and 
.^tEUtb .to.aay, that in no part of our jOurpey did 
iSbe express a murmur ; on the contrary, the 
! snpre>real or apparent the difficulties to contend 
witl^^he:more willing and reconciled I found ||er 
. to. brave th€sin. 

rom Bulgeine we made ten miles, halting^on 
..the,- banks ;Of the Okota. Our route, thence lay 
ewer a well wooded, but swampy country. At 
thirty miles we parted from the amiable chief of 



META. 


m 

who was about to T^uru, i ^ 
peninsula in company with his successor, ,ap<^, 
aWy to orders from Smnt Petersburg : w^^h 
enact that no Governor nor other officer sh^ 
quit his post until his successor shall h^ye 
amved.” This is a regulation which wiU, feaye 
a veiy salutary effect over Siberia. It ismboijy'- 
ever, to be regretted that the old Siberian l^pr, 
w;luch forbids “father and, son, unc^a, 
nephews, or brothers, serving together,” is in jpo 
way attended to ; at least, where high rank is 
concerned. The, late governors of Irkutsk , {^d 
Y^utsk were father and son, the. latter holffing 
both Yakutsk and Okotsk : the late Goyenaqr* 
general of Siberia and the Governor of 
were also brothers; and although do 
the smallest imputation against their, charintei^ 
still 1 maintain that a beneficial regulation is in- 
judidously set aside. — To return to jcni^e;^: 
the third Hay we reached Meta on the i^d 

I enjoyed highly the very fine scenp|y ,aJ^ut 
dh the fourth day, what with ridng late and, h^« 
ing early ibr the accommodation of the 
whom there were six in our caravan, we. , inf^ 
but twenty miles, and encamped upon the banks 
of the Urak, which I shall remember equaUy 
tfie Arko ; the former for endangering the ftfe !^ 
my yme, and the latter, of ray owp. My yirife ^ a 
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giODd hoA^vbut had imprudently exchanged it 
try tt second, and a worse. She was thrown with 
SHU# tiolence as to lie for tVelve hours senseless 
and speechless ; but, thanks to Providence (uid to 
t#o sorts of J^culafnus, who were journeying with 
us, she recovered in a great degree, though she 
hAs ever since been liable to a pain in the right 
temple. The next forenoon we resumed our 
journey along a picturesque valley, watered by the 
Urak, which We forded nine times in a distance 
of fbrty miles. The country, like the numerous 
islands in the river. Was Well covered with poplars 
mid larches, intermixed with larches. The num- 
bm^ of rivers and branches of rivers that are ford* 
ed and passed upon the joumeyfroni Yakutsk to 
Okotsk is quite inconceivable. Captain Minitsky 
tcdd me there were not less than, a thousand; 
many (tf them requiring much presence of mind, 
add a Spirit accustomed to danger, on tl;e part 
llie taraveller. to enable him to attempt what we 
daily compelled to undertake, or pass our 
lii^ei in Eastern Siberia — rather a hard lot, what- 
ey®#’! may think of the enjoyments to be h^ jn 
or W^tem Siberia. ' V 

"We now got into the land of wild berries, 
ilpebiidly of currants ; the tracks of bears and 
WOltres were also discernible. We passed the 
half-lray*h0Use to Krestova, and following a route 
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through & forest of tine timber, pitt^ed oui'' tents, 
and received the first real saluttdion of winter in 
a heavy fall of snow: this was on the ‘2nd^ ^of 
September, O. S. Thus, in one short n%ht, from 
'the beauties ctf autumn we were involved in 'the 
dreariness of winter. The following, a tremen« 
dous stormy day, we made, with great difficidty, 
twenty miles, and roached a haltii%->plaoe half 
lirozen, and more than half drowned^ from tiie 
frequent necessity of fording lakes and livmn. 
Our halting-place was near a deep swamp, whieh 
was perilously waded by the whole party. The 
weather next day was such, that we remained 
in our tents, and employed ourselves in drying 
our clothe^ &c. alter which we bade adieu to 
the Urak, which rises not far hence, and falls into 
the sea of Okotsk, not far south of the city, at 
the salt-work establishment. We reached,' in a 
hard frosts the river Udoma, where we were de- 
tained^ owing to the late snows and rmna havhag 
swtdlen the river to an unusual size. I l^ad suc- 
ceeded in crossing, but my horse not being in a 
condition to take me back, I couM not^ retum, 
and was thus cut off from the rest of the* party ^ 
for the night. An axe being always suspended 
from my saddle, and ! a flint and steel being 
always round my waist, I made a good fire, and 
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passtd the night as well as could be expected. 
At the halting-place wc met with a priest goii^ 
to Okotsk ; he had been forty-six days upon the 
road owing to the overflowed state of the country. 
There are times when seventy and even eighty days 
are necessary to perform the journey, the rate of 
profp^s being confined to five and six miles a-day. 

With much labour, and considerable apprehen- 
sion on the part of the women, we next day 
crossed the Udoma, my wife being towed over 
the stream on horseback by two Yakut guides. 
Seven miles beyond, we reached Udoma Cross, 
where an under officer of the Cossacks resides, 
with a few Yakuti ; the station serves for a post- 
house, has also a magazine of flour, and the per- 
son in cliarge has the command of a great numh 
ber of Yakuti. Its situation is bleak and ex- 
posed, but is advantageous on account of the fish 
and game, as well as from having the most beau- 
tiful pastures in its neighbourhood. From Udoma 
Cross there is a water communication to Yakutsk, 
by means of the Udoma, which falls into the Aldan; 
the latter of which ultimately enters the Lena. 
This aquatic communication is not so much at- 
tended to as formerly, when all the stores for 
Captains Behring’s and Billings’ expeditions weit; 
thus forwarded with success. It would seem that 
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tHc Itttssian gov^meht not ' n<J# s6 
aa formerly m patronizing waterntdihinUrtitatibni'^* 
indited, the only person in the Russian E^Hpit^ 
whb has jxjrsistcd in applying the 'power of 
sdsahn, is an Englishman at St. Petersburg,* and 
he has a ten years’ exclusive privilege on aRrivetS^! 
lakes, canals, &c; It is to be^hqied WheU '^Mr^ 
Baiid’s time shall have expired,' tiie govefUMeiW 
will undertake it upon the most liberal ftnd^exfeBi 
sive scale. The whole distance from YakU#^ tn 
Okotsk might be accomplished by large' canoes^’ 
except the passage of one ehain of Tnottnttdna; 
which confine the Arko, a large stream uni^ng' 
with the Okota. The whole distance from hence 
to the Aldan by the Udoma is six hundred milesj 
while the direct course is about one hundred and 
eighty ; the voyage is, however, performed* in five 
or six days. ^ 

We procured at Udoma a supply of fresh* meat 
and. wild terries, and having fed the horseS-weili, 
and rested them for a couple of dSys^ "we re- 
sumed the journey towai’ds Alack * You<ra, *Jfe 
disifhncfe of one hundred and thirty miles; pftrt ©f 
which lay over half-frozen rivers and swuifi^, 
along a picturesque valley. The first day 
party lost three horses by excess of ’ fatigue^ and’ 
from the icp giving way under them. *The-fcOttnii * 
try was well wooded, and as We continued, sortte 
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firs were seen mixed with the luxiteA- 
and alders^ We ccmtinued along the vaUe^i 
majkiBg from fifteen to thirty-five^ miles per day. 
The cold had increased to 6** of Reaumur. The 
fifiteenth day we reached the Outchakan. Our 
halting-place commanded a most magnificent pa- 
norama of mountain-scenery : the river branched 
out into numerous shdlow channels, whose rrip- 
-plkig^ joined to -the murmur of the wind against 
the trees,' adds a pensive air to the sublimity of 
the'seene. • The hills rise one above apotiior.ia^a 
r^^uhn* succession to a great height, and the whole 
appears one of the most secluded and desolate 
spots I have ever witnessed. In so cold » a ^plaee 
I never saw so much and such fine timber, which, 
lying at the foot of the hills on the north tide* of 
the Numerous valleys, and gradually diminidbiog 
as they reach the more exposed places^ give >an 
air ef-^pieturesq seldom to be met %ith 

ih^td high a hititude. All was still, save the mur- 
mur dfrthe waters and o^ the trees ; not a voice 
was io ^^he heard, nor a creature to be seen, but of 
dto Own party ; no fire, not even a charity yoiute 
short, nothing to greet the arrival of the 
weary- traveller in a spot where eternal whiter 
rei|^S. A -cold north wind for even siwewps 
tl^r^h the valley, destroying almost every 
species of vegetation : and such is the extmne 
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i^KNiTvof the climate, that solid massive ioe'Ufidb 
he seen even in the months of Jnly and AAi^ust. 
Wien we crossed the centre of the valley land 
tibe river, the thermometer stood at 16? of Eesix- 
mur’s frost, and the ice-banks on the river wene 
twenty mid twenty-four inches thick. To i the 
religious or philosophic mind this may be ai ise^e 
retreat, the cares of the world being certainly ftfea* 
removed from it, as during nine months iaitiie' 
year nothing but a monthly'post-CossaGfcl comes 
vritbin some miles of it.i We lost four -hoiises 
' from the effects of the frost, and resumied:>dlife 
journey as we could along a succession r<d‘ ivallt^s 
fw twenty miles, when we halted at the dbotixrf 
Aitremendous ravines formed by two hi^>m»OB- 
tainous precijnces. We lost five moreyihocseB, 
Ihongh good pastmre was. to be had, evesgs ihn% 
beaiwg the most wintry appearance. s< is fo/i 

- HencefOTth our; prtgress became: tediousii-tnn- 
jcertain, *and very laborious:, as the/ 'Teniaiidng 
horses i were so heavily laden. We entand ytiie 
day on the vadey and riverr^of ilmchjSkdn 
amidst much snow, but in wanner wmith^ xvi^ 
the 1,3th (25th) iSeptember, wC .crom^jamiHe- 
vated chain' . of hilhf, whose precipitdtti uriistoep 
.ascents gave us much trouble : these lulls ^si^- 
Wte the two govemramits' of Yakutdc/Zimnd 
Qkotsk^ We reached' the riverr Atohan, vWlush 
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fkibs into the Yinuiia^ receiyiitg Also the'AncbdtoH, 
Mid ultimately all uniting in the Aldan, lieiMl, 
and F^en Sea. It was late when we readheid 
the {lost station, called Alack Youna, having come 
twenty-five miles of roost execrable road. ‘ iu 
The country now assumed a more lively 'and 
picturesque appearance. Lofty ranges of <. table 
lands superseded the conical or triangular moan- 
taaiM, a noble posture , plain lay before usi, < and 
abundance of timber and hay-stacks ; was etrety 
where to be seen. This is, indeed, an eli^ble 
place fijr a postdiousei which is i established on the 
lefts, or south bank of the river. We staid two days 
toiKiresh man and beast, and on the Idtb ^QTiH) 
reached at fifteen miles a narrow defile; where fWfe’ 
. asaended and descended six steep and'daiigerbUs 
hiftls, after which we halted on the banks^t^othe 
Konkui, which also unites with the Aldan. 
early the followir^ morning we made thirty hliles, 
.fifteen of which were altmg a narrow *!md«de^ 
ravinet ^and the other half over three steep- and 
; lediby. iiUountainopasses, the summits of Which 
afforded : a anost ; extensive but dreary prospieet. 
Tfaer'^thamuaneter at the most 'elevated^ polit 
stood at 12° of; frost. Having crowed the htoun- 
. tains : we reached , the land of evagreens^he 
pine, and ’fir: an agreeable relief to eyee which 
^hadf so long^dwdt on nothing^' desolatHh. 
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Koiikui to the ri^t, along the baoki 
of .i^hich iis the proper route, we crossed ai tm 
miles an elevated mountain range. We . had 

adopted this route in consequence of the latenois 
of the season, as there are in that river forty*- 
rix places to be forded, a task which our horses, 
in their present state, could not perform. We 
made near thirty miles, but the ba^^e did not 
arrive Until midnight, twenty-three horses being 
knocked up, and six more having dropped dedd 
onithe; road. I could net but pity the distress 
of Tthe poor Yakuti, at being thus * compelled ib^ 
forsake their favourite cattle, which would not 
haMe?been so iseverely felt, if: they could uhave 
* tak^ vaw^y^' the carcases for provkicms^ ^any 
(tf these horses were in a good state, but became 
fro:$ej[| ' in the morasses, and were dead-^ty 
morning s/i 

• We met the post from Yakutsk, and) in<^the 
course of *an hour more we were overtaken by tluil' 
from. Okotsk : the latter had been encountered by 
a bear, which had destroyed most ol the'letti^' 
and^^pers. 'Ilie journal of Captain Vasrilieff’a 
Expedition, in particular, had suffered much/ 
There was also a considerable sum <ff paper - 
money in the post, but this hiq>pily escaped in# 
jmry. We reached Tchoraoi Liess, or • Wack f 
Wood, the following day. The road was at first' 
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little river Chakdaikaj and thc^ - bii' tjie 

i^n^te River, both uniting with the Aldan until 

we reached Chekonoi, or the Weeping Country, so 

l^ed froin the Yakuti losing so many horses in 
* 

its aw^ampy and half frozen marshes: out of my 
thirteen, four were knocked up. The pasture is 
gddd, but the horses treading it are embayed in 
the 'deep swanipy part so long, that the fr(^t 
fastening on and penetrating their feet, caUsw 
their tertain death. The stench from the dead 
cafe^es is at times distinctly perceptible, and 
the caieases of the numerous horses thus frd^n 
attract many bears to the place. At Kack 
Wqdd "there is a post-house, magazine for flour, 
Mid three " yourtes, in an open country fiffy 
miles from the Aldan. 

* T T'rom this great loss of horses I was obliged to 
forward ray wife on in chai’ge of the Cossack, and 
‘ femaih'td bring up the baggage, and buy or ex- 
could best be done, for tTie bene- 
fit p| ray Yakuti. I remained for thirty-six hours 
Mjrgaining, and at length having procured three 
" ire^ "horses, overtook the party before they reach- 
i^“ the Aldain. The last twenty-five miles , aje 
oyer a continual wooden causeway, in many parts 
in' ^p notched a condition that it is dangerous 
fitf horses to go by it; the country was a most 
dreary, low, swampy, and brush-wood place. A» 
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good flurry the next day toidt us across the 
at a part which is three quarters of a mile hrpad^ 
Afterwards over a well wooded and picturesq^ 
country we reached a most comfortable your^Cjc 
twenty-five miles beyond the river. We uqvy 
began to feel the effects of fatigue and apd 
continual exposure to the open ahi. "W^en 1 spjy 
we, I should except myself, for I never was bettjCR 
or more contented, but I considered the ^tuatic^ 
of the females on horseback, with 15® tov 18®.,<ff 
frost, without a hut or covering to receive .,th^,ii 
and passing the night in the snow,,as no urdlg 
nary circumstances. To me a tent has lesa-iPf 
pleasantness than the open air, as affording a 
of stoppage to the snow drift, which circup^t.^ 
stance, wherever there are fires, -renders ^qvcgy, 
thing uncomfoitably damp; therefore I prpferpqd 
lying down to windward of a fire, changing 
as one became frozen or the other roasted. , 'P^e 
season was, however, sp far advanced .that..,. 
apprehended the danger of being detained i op. tljC 
right bank of the Lena for a month or jppije, ; 
it was therefore resolved to push on. < f :)-, . 

From the Aldan the coimtry becomes, a, ftp/e. 
and open park-scenery ; many interesting . , pros^ 
pects strike the attention of the traveller,,i.aad 
the quantity of cattle is a sensibite ti^e 

reached, and were ferried aver . , the , 
large stream, uniting with the Aldan.? .Pps^ng 



aMoha. 


99 


ttfdri/ Ikkes; s(bonnding with a small but deli^o^ 
dat*!); We reached on the third day a post-house; 
Where we procured kibitkis. The severe frost 
atid heavy falls of snow, combined with the flat^ 
ness of the country over which our future track 
lay; rendered the. journey more expeditious and 
as^eable ; and we were enabled to reach two 
stations, or forty miles, over a country not un- 
ajpffy termed, as far as regards scenery, the Si- 
berian Caucasus ; for, althoU^ not so elevated, 
the Scenery is most romantic, and carries wifh it 
many imral chanhs not to be looked for ih Sncfi 'a 
part 'of the world. The inhabitants. Who are iilf 
Yhkuti; I found at evciy part of my jOurilOy 
ciVii; Obliging, and hospitable; arid if we riiet onb' 
who was kriowing, cunning, or knavish; and' ac- 
ctised of being such, he would readily retdri bjr 
asking; Who taught the Yakuti to be knaves ? 

Horses had now become so scarce, that our 

* 

baggage was drawn by oxen. For my own share, 
out of thirteen horses, only one was able to reach 
Yakutsk. I mention the circumstance, that my 
readers may be fUlly aware what a terrible under- 
taking it is for the traveller, and what a cruel 
one upon' the unhappy Yakut and still more ith- 
happy horse. 

The forty miles we made the following day, 
placed within dur r^ch a flour magaririe, a' grog- 
shop, arid a pedlar’s stall. There are many Ya- 

H 2 
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Iktiii s6tll63 in the neighbourltoodj abtiifidkh(^''W 
bbifned cattle are every where to be seen, hfrd 
th^ (Juahtity of hay collected for them is ptdA- 
gidusj We had now but eighty miles left, fbi^y 
of which were accomplished on the 27th of Sep- 
■ lefhbet’, O.S. over a low, flat, swampy cdtmti^, 
after which, through a crowded forest, we reacli- 
ed the banks of the Lena. The latter part '6f 
this'day’s journey reminded me of Old En^aWd, 
the very regular fences and hedges presenting' an 
"dj^^arance of economy and thrift which 1 had 
'hdt'ivitnCssed for a long time. Uimn' the ISf 'bf 
’October we reached the city of Yakutsk' 'dt^ a 
time that the river was almost impassable fhOfn 
the quantity of heavy floating ice. Good and dOWx- 
fortable quarters had been prepared for md thi^Oil^h 
the kindness of the chief who had recentljj^ dr- 
rived. I ‘discharged my Yakuti, well satisfied 
with their conduct, although two of them ' dfid 
the Cossack managed to consume, independent 'bf 
four quarters of their ox-beef and onfe hoifsh, 
which was killed, ten poods of beef, or uear 'ibnr 
hundred iveight. It may not be improper in this 
stage to give some idea of the character Of the 
Yakuti, and of their numbers. 

They are evidently of Tartar origin, as their 
language is understood by the Tartars of Kazdn. 
Their complexion is a light Copper colour ; ' they 
are generally of low stature> with more regular 
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;.9nd pleasing features than the Tongousi: 

more hospitable, good tempered and orderly, 
but neither so honest nor so independent; they 
have a servility, a tameness, and a want of cha- 
racter, which assimilates them, in some measure, 
tp the despicable Kamtchatdales. The more . , a 
Yakut is beaten, the more he will work ; touch 
. a Tongouse, and no work will be got from hi^. 
The Yakuti are very ingenious, and exceUcpt 
mechanics ; they make their own knives, gun§, kejt- 
tles, and various iron utensils. They are patient 
4 under fatigue, and can resist great priyatioi^. 
They are, like the Tongousi, great gluttons, btit 
subsist mostly upon horse-flesh; a marc bci^g 
cphsidered by them as the greatest delicacy ; b\it 
never slaughtered,, except in sacrifice to a Sha- 
jnane. 

; , Their riches consist in large herds of horses 
and honied cattle, besides an abundance of the 
> fii^t and most valuable furs. They also cany 
on a considerable trade among themselves, and 
.some of their princes are immensely rich, doing 
business to the amount of one hundred and fifty 
.thousand roubles a year, and yet living in the 
same misery as their servants, sleeping in the 
same apartment, which perhaps contains forty or 
bfty popple. . .Their dress differs . little from that 
,ofi -the, iU^ghbouring tribes, being made of rein- 
(fJeer ,, skins, . fwv the rich, and horses’ liidcs for 
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ttte pooler dass. Many of than still subsist 
tirely on fishing and hunting. Their greatest ^ 
luxuries are tea, tobacco, and spirits. They sit 
cross-legged. The greater part of them are eon? « 
verted to Christianity, and the clergymen in ' 
many places deliver their sermons in the Yakut 
ditdect. Indeed, so fashionable is it, that in. the 
best society at Yakutsk, the Yakut dialect is used 
for* ‘all private conversation, or in the presence 
of European officer. • ; 

•Their yourtes are cwnfortablcj and upon the - 
arrival of a guest are made as dean as dean . 
straw can make them; in other respects they aiie 
dii^sting enough, being but too frequently filled , 
with vennin. Their yourtes differ from all the 
others I have seen, consisting pf one latge apart-; 
nient and a cow-house adjoining. The mode. of. 
constructing their dwellings is as follows: nine, 
posts ai'e driven into the ground in. the finm nf i 
a i square,* the three in the centre beiPg faigher^^ 
than the others; on these posts they lay. three 
beams, while the four comer posts are connected 
by two other cross beams. -Stout planks . are 
then placed sloping from the earth to the horii 
zoutal beams to which they are fastened, while 
other planks are also laid sloping from the upper 
part of the roof to the side-posts, overlapping > 
the others. Grass, mould, and dut^ are 'then 
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pknifteivid > ove^r them in lieu hf caulking,;, undt 
tUe^ nralk are banked up with the same mate.-: 
riUk, 'fenbed in during winter. The heat in the 
yrntte is preserved by means of the snow wlach 
becomes hardened to such a d^ree as to resist 
the fire and smoke from the chimney: blocks :of 
ice <are placed in the sides of thefr;, abodes iiu* 
stead of glass, and serve as windows.; they give 
a'j dear transparent light ; though ; sometimes 
bladders or oiled paper, as well as a pturtaiculab 
spedes of a fossil, called Vitrum Buthenkum Ma^ 
r«4 i^lass, or tdc, serve for the same purpose^ 
Three sides of the interior are divided into par- 
titions, two or three people living in each,. ac> . 
coiding to the size of the family, and are used 
as: bed places; they are three or four feOt wide 
atid::itcn long. In the centre is the hearth and 
chimney, formed by upright sticks, plastered on 
the inside. The wood is placed in an upright 
direction on the hearth, and the fire is>kept up 
constantly day and night. The state apartmdit, 
abdi nf course that occupied by the chief guest, 
is^the -fiarthest from the door, and immediately ‘i 
under the image. The odour from the cowfi 
house, although disagreeable, is considered: v^ry 
healthful, and far preferable to mixing with , thirty 
or forty^ people, whose stench and filth ^re iucon* 
ceivtible,; With only a few inmaties and addii-^ 
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V tiwia^xtoleaitUness, li consictef a li/iat^ti;^!e|Kpg 
be ei^melj convenient and pecwUariyu&^b 
and wholesome. Their kitchen ntensils^nrejiniot 
u.nn^i'ous; a lai^e iron kettle or boiler, a /large 
vrtearkettle, and a few wooden bowls and 
.with still fewer earthen jars, and a. knife fo|;;eafh 
,, fperson, constitute the whole. The richer Xaknt 

may have a samavar, or tea-um, and perbapin 
.iSmeh .case a tea-pot also, but in generali the tea 
j.iii made« in the kettle. They use no -pltM6ea>i:*hpt 
„titking a large piece of beef in their left .hand# 

, they t secure it with their teeth, and, then;, 4Ut 
y/away r as much with the right as will fiUi i -the 
moutli; some waim. melted butter hnishes; the 
i . repast^ f when the pipe and tobacco come in., as 
5 a, dessert. — .-.•i,": r.iij 

•i^'The population of the government ' of Yaktttsk 
as appears by the official return, is as ' follows?^ 
In the circle or commissariat of • ■ > < •'' ' hi 



Males; 

Femalfs. 

Yakjutsk 


..44,},93 

The Kolyma 


2,155 

Vsiluifsky 

17,477 

f7;4i9 

Ziushiversky • • 

• ••«•••« 5,1 08 

4/901 

piekniiq^k 


4,443 

Convicts and white people, &c. 

in the dif- 


fereni commissariats •••••• 


19,965 


95,651 

93,Qt6 


Total 18S,«erH H 
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about one hundited^ kn({‘>tld#ty 
•mtiusaud are Yafcuti, the rest Tongowsi, cir ‘lia- 
^'llnitki, tind Russians. 

'24 *^ Again settled in Yakutsk, I had time to walk 
'and see all that is worth seeing; if ffly 
' ‘ former opinion <rf it was bad, it is now Woi%e. 
'-(Fhe only alteration being, that Some of > the 
•^kjhurehes and the monastery have been wfeHe^ 
■ Washed. There are about' a dozeu respeetaible 
‘ ddoking houses, the' inmates of which ‘are hiiot 
•‘eveh oh speaking terms with one anbthejpi ' The 
*‘little‘ charm there was iri the society of the ^1^ 
’<dui4hg the reign of Captain Mihitsky is/- nOw 
'lentirely ^ssipated. There is now no di^ferettfee 
'Ijetwixt fest and feast days, and the nufobef bf 
the parties and opinions in the city is • almost 
i^ual to thatof the inhabitants. Cajrtain Miaitski 
kc^ttai hber^d table, and furnished every possible 
incentive to society. He was altogether the pro- 
per' chief for the city of Yakutsk. The present 
• amiable governor is a widower, a circiimstance 
which cannot fall of rendering him unpopular 
with the fair sex, which includes a gi-eat number 
' of ’ sprightly and handsome girls. Probably rio 
place has better means for forming agreeable 
evening parties than Yakutsk, and yet it seems 
that the envy and jealousy entertained against 
individual members of each other’s families, are so 
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prevalent, that one merchant will not assddale 
with another; all seems distrust and intrigue-^ ^ 
each aiming to become the driers favouiitriSraer-* 
chant, for upon that circumstance much corideu‘ 
quence is attached. The number and the wealth '■ 
of the prindpal inhabitants are such, that a chiefs ' 
by a wise, liberal, and independent policy, may 
amass a very considerable fortune. It is not 
long since that a governor kept open house s has ' 
table was at all times laid for twenty, anditiiri ' 
evenings were passed at cards and billiards. ' * Mo 
Yakut from a distant village entered his house 
without receiving his day’s food, a dram, a pound 
of tobacco, and a night’s lodging. The result 
was, that when his birth or saint’s day artivedi 
the merchants and Yakut princes agreed that 
he had a noble heart, that he spent more money 
than he received, and that therefore it was ne- 
cessary to reimburse him, and instead of receiving 
twelve or*fifteen thousand roubles worth of skins 
upoh the day of his feast, he received probably 
forty thousand ; and by these spontaneous offer- 
ings of the inhabitants, he is said to have gone 
away the richest chief ever known. His name 
I shall not consider myself at liberty to mention, 
as I believe he is still living. 

Nothing noticeable occun’ed to us hero, with 
the exception of a few visits I made to the chief. 
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and also to Mrs. Rikord, in whose company' we< ; 
had come from Okotsk. She resided with a Mr. 
Paul Berezin, the most liberal and agreeable man 
in the city, from whom I received every atten* 
tion ; indeed I was considered an acceptable guest, 
in every part of the city, each individual had 
something to tell me of scandal, and, if I visited 
one more than another, it was certain to get 
me into momentary disgrace; but I must -do 
them the justice to say, that by a little good and 
amiable policy, a fair society may in a short 
period be formed in Yakutsk. I have seldom 
seen a place where the comforts and necessaries of 
lijEb were more abundant or cheaper, nor are the 
luxuries at all scarce. 
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Departure from Yakutsk — ^Tastakinskoi — -Olekiha— Bere- 
zova — ^Vittim — Kirenga — Katchouga — Bratsky Steppe^-i- 
■ Verkholensk' — Re-arrival at Irkutsk — ^The Angara River 
r .i-*Tbe Baikhal Lake — Verchey Udinsk — Selenginsk,,iand 
, Miiisiqnary station at that place. 

In this inert state I passed two heavy months 
at Yakutsk. The cold latterly became seynre, 
tlie thermometer falling to 32° and 36° of Reau- 
iRitr,. yet never so low as to compel me to put 
on . more than my ordinary clothing, consist h)g 
of shoes, worsted stockings, coat, waistcoat, 
trowsers, and hat; while others wore caps, 
warm b«ots, cloaks, and mittens, I even \yent 
without gloves. My time was principally, ,ein- 
ployed in preparing a vehicle to enable me to 
reach Irkutsk when the Lena should become 
bearable. The first sledges which left the city 
were those of a lieutenant of the navy, of . the 
name of Novosiltsoff. He departed on the 12 th 
of, November, and I on the 15th. It was con- 
sidered very late in comi>arison Avith other, years. 
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when the Lena is generally frozen so as to allow 
of travelling on the 1st of November. 

The first twenty-four hours I reached Tasta- 
kinskoi, one hundred and twenty, and Kiesick 
the following day, one hundred miles. The 
road proved very bad, otherwise it is no un- 
common thing in this part of the world to tr^ 
jcerse tlirce hundred and. sixty, or three hundred 
a«d‘ eighty versts, i. moi’e than two hundred 
miles a-day. Indeed, it is a weU-knmvh > fact, 
that in the winter season the present Ehipi^or 
takes but forty-two or forty-three hours in tra- 
velling front St. Petersburg to Mbscow, a dis- 
tance of about four hundred and twenty miilcfe. 
During my stay in the peninsula of Kamtchatka, 
a courier arrived from St. Petersburg in one 
hundred and five days ; the distance being about 
thirteen thousand versts, gives the rate of one 
hundred and twenty-five versts a-day. The 
distance to Okotsk was performed in frfrty days, 
at the rate of two hundred and fifty versts a- 
day, while that to Yakutsk required but twenty- 
eight days, being three hundred and twenty 
versts per day. The journey from Okotsk, by wUy 
of Idgiga, to Tygil is, however, so perilous, la- 
borious, and tedious, that it is rarely performed 
ih less than seventy of eighty days, althnugh 
the distance does not exceed three thousand 
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versts, thirty bang the daily avera^. ‘ As ' a 
proof of the wonderful rapidity of the Russiaii 
courier, I need but mention as an extraordinary 
fact, that my marriage at St. Peter and St; 
Patd’s was known in London in less than five 
months from the time it took place: — the dis^ 
tance cannot fall short of ten tliousand miles. 
There occurred upon this route some parheliaj 
or mock suns, but they were faint, ^e Cause 
of tiWs phenomena I do not pretend to under- 
stand, but it seems to me to be a double 
flection from the effects of the atmosphere. The 
weather during such phenomena I have re- 
marked to be very cold, very dear, and • the 
atmosphere filled with small crystal spiculse. ' J 
am not aware that parhelia are ever seen at sea 
in the high latitudes, but if so, it cannot ^be ' 
from the effects of snow. Many parhelia^ have 
also been visible in England at a time when ■ 
there wal no snow. I should conceive hence j i 
that from whatever cause the phenomena irlay 
spring, it must be the same which discovers tO. 
us the sun, when beneath the horizon, and tMe 
I should term reflection, rather than refraction. ’ 
Upon the fourth day I reached Olekma, four 
hundred miles, and for a trifling sum exchanged 
vehicles, mine having become injured. Sitimted 
at the foot of an elevated range of hfiH the 
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town* of Olekma, at the conflux of two 8treaiQ$> 
au; integresting appearance. The inhabitant» 
are. eipaplojged in fishing, hunting, and taade. The 
wfi^tber thus far had much favoured us, the 
thoimometer never having exceeded 20% whUe 
atifYakutsk we had once 35®. Much snow fell 
theifollowing day, in which we reached one hun- 
df^tiand twenty miles, passing through tlie little* 
vifiage of jBerezova, which is the most northeru , 
on Lena, producing rye-flour. We reached 
Jerhat; the following day, and again ascended .the 
hUl'ito view tlie caye ; the fatigue necessary to 
ascend this sliort precipice was such, and tlie 
eficctsi of the cold from the cave upon my per- 
spiration so great, that I was obliged to .desist 
from the attempt I had contemplated, viz. to 
fmrnidh! niyself with a fire-brand, and be lowered, 
down! into it by a rope. The road hence became , 
very narrow and bad, so much so, that the lower 
parts of the carnages were twice broken and, 
exchanged. So slight, however, is the conse- 
quence of such a circumstance, that three shil- 
liupi nre sufficient to procure a complete refit.;; 
The stages upon apiffoaching Vittim are;; tOP i 
heavy and long, the horse| have to go , from 
thirty to fi)rty miles ; but what must be the sufr 
fOTing of the driver in a frost of 30" to 45% even 
inru pifirfect calm? The speed of traveUing is- 
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SO g^eat,‘ that the mere act of passiiig thiwtgh 
the atmosphere is insufferable ; the risk .4f tra- 
velling is* thus considerably increasedjs; aa'lUfe 
drivers cannot look before them, but are obligefl 
to turn their heads, and let the horses. 'gor.! at 
will. There is no difference betweeu passing, 
at a rapid rate, through a clear and still tatnmj^ 
sphere, and through a sharp wind. .at <;aodi«nr 
one. In general jny drivers arrived > ftostflattenj 
and in some instances severely so.-:, t i- ciJii'fKf 
> UponSrthe 2^ Ndv«nbtT,. 0. 8.,. I< reaped 
Vittiiuy i the half-way house .to, Irkutsk^ * cefev 
bmted foi’i producing the - finest^ sables- ; in c Ah* 
world.! I have seen a pair sold dor. ! tw«(Uky 
pounds ; 'those, however, are of the first qualit)t<; 
too soiree to allow many people to have tloalci 
of them, even if they inclined to go stq Ab».> 
pense. There is also an inconcdvabldjdiflSifldty 
in selecting one hundred sables of thefi88mes’Bia*l 
and colodr, as are requisite to form ^aihaadsome 
cloak ; probably ten thousand would he^ necefw 
sary. A cloak of the kind would then be wovfdit 
at least twenty thousand roubles, or one thousand* 
pounds. From Vittim we encountered vfiIy^se-f 
vere weather, the tl\ermometer varying from JlQ^ 
to dS” ; the roads were, however, good, and our > 
daily route was about one hundred miles. The' 
days were passed in the most dreary and mono* 
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the celebrated Cheefife 'df 
th« Leha afforded nb interest at this seasbW. ’ 
These are cliffs upon each side of- the Lena 
beiween Kirenga and Vittim, which seem to 
have been severed from each other by some cotf- 
vnfeion of nature, and present a remarkable ap- 
pearance. We generally halted at eight in the 
nierning to boil a kettle for tea, which, with 
some bard’ bread and*dried fish, constituted our 
breakfast. Our dinner was also of teaj and 
bumper; only Traried fixon breakfast in the addi- 
tit)n> of-some stewed beef; these were the- onlji 
intervals which .we took for rest. I found ry 
experienoe’that my wife could bear the fatigue 
of ?the'ijoumeyi even better than myself, theret 
fore I was unwilling to lengthen the time for 
my own personal convenience, 
v Upon: the 25th of .November we entered the 
government of Irkutsk, and although we were 
now with little or no moon, we were stiff enabled 
to i continue the journey by night, as at every 
twenty or thirty yards small branches of ti’ees 
or. '.hushes are placed, whose green foliage, con> 
toasting with the snow, serves to dii’ect the 
diiveri There is, moreover, but one path, on 
each side of which the ice lies in laige masses, 
thrown in every direction by the force or rip- 
pUi^ of the current. 
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I reached Kirenga on the twelfth day of ,oiu' 
departure, on the last stage to which I overtook 
a doctor and the clerks of the American Com- 
pimy, who preferred sleeping- to the passage of 
one dangerous stage in the night. Lieutenant 
NovosiltsolF had written upon the walls of the 
post-house, that the ne plus ultra of bad roads 
was at hand; my friends were in great appre- 
hension of these dangei’s,* till I observed that 
Lieutenant Novosiltsoff would hardly return by 
such a bad road merely to advise others, and, 
therefore, unless lie did so, he could not have 
written what bore his name. Ijt was late when 
I arrived, but as they persisted in remaining, I 
thought no time was to be lost in keeping , the 
advantage of being a-head, aware, os I was^;that 
Mrs. Rikord was close behind us, with a superior 
power to procure horses. The station proved 
no farther dangerous than that the ice was only 
about thVee or four inches thick. It ; cracked 
as we slid along it, but no accident haf^ned. 
In truth, the bad station alluded to, was the one 
we had previously passed, and which presented 
a few fissures in the ice, caused by the increase 
of the frost, which contracts, and ultimately 
severs the ice. 

At Kirenga I was detained twelve hours, 
owing to the chiefs of the three departments 
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having kept iip Saturday night rather raertily, 
so as not to be able to enter my passport in the 
book fot that purpose, or to enable me to pro- 
ceed without it. Kirenga is one of those few 
plates thus misgoverned, although the town- 
mfajor is a good sort of a man when sober. He 
called upon me afterwards, and seemed inclined 
to be angry with, and to report the secretary 
of the postmaster for giving me and my wife 
ah asylum in a warm apartment of the post- 
Office, contrary to regulations, which prohibit 
any person sleeping in a public office ; but which, 
in fhct, the secretary had taken uiion himself' to 
dOi With the most humane consideration, seeing 
the incapability of his chiefs to provide us either 
with passports, horses, or lodgings. On his 
coming to his senses, I made no other remon- 
strance with him than merely saying, that he 
might save himself the trouble, as I should take 
especial care to represent the whole transaction 
to the Governor-general. Kirenga is a dear 
place: meat twelve shillings, and bread two, 
for thirty-six pounds; and fish, and animals of 
the chase, both scarce. It serves, however, to 
keep up the communication with Yakutsk, as 
well as to enable it to be said that there are two 
towns on the Lena ! — which runs a course of 
three thousand miles. . 
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From Kirenga a fine road and good horses 
enabled us to extend our daily prc^ess to £«ie 
hundred and fifty miles. On the secoud day 
after leaving it I was favoured, for the last time, 
with paifielia, in a much more beautiful and 
singular manner than any I had before wit- 
nessed, and shall endeavour to describe them. 
There were three mock suns, one on each side, 
and of the same, altitude as the real sun, and a 
very faint one just over it, at the same perpen- 
distance above the real sun, as- that was 
above the horizon. The mock i suns,- east and 
west of the real one, ; for it was near noon, bore 
a fiery red appearance upon those parts neai’est 
to the reel sun, while the outer edges of them 
were gradually shaded to a whitish coilour. . iA 
dightly curved line of light connected the >paj> 
helia, passing through their centres to the hori- 
zon, and forming the figure of a rainbowi -the 
sun beingfin the centre of the arch. - r y i > 



The reader will observe, that the distance from 
A to I, from A to C, jrom B to G, and from 
D to H appeared to be equal ; but frorti A to D, 
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and from A to B much greater ; the latter bhing 
die (»use of the rainbow assuming an oval ap- 
peartmce. The strength of the rays from the 
real sun was very great ; and I could only r^et 
that the subsequent part of my journey, lying 
along a narrow defile of mountains, obstructed 
the ;view of so interesting a phenomenon^ The 
weather was very cold, with a cloudless sky.' The 
wind, OP rather the light air, was from the S;8;W. 
1 ' IJpoa the third' day, after leaving Kipen^y I 
reached Katchouga, and then iiassing through the 
i large and. populoiis vill{^e- of Verfcholensk, and' a 
beautiful country^ producing some good deail anti 
raoi'ei hay, . we reached the Bratsk jr Steppe or 
desert. • Civility and hospitality upon tins part of 
the road are carried even to excess. — -I ftmnd the 
elders of the villages ready to shew me every, at- 
tentiony and even begging me to pass a ni^t in 
their comfortable islias, or dwellings. The coun- 
try abounds in cattle of all descriptidns peculiar 
to this northeni part of the world, and the settle- 
. inents maybe termed very rich. At Verkholcnsk 
I bade a perpetual adieu to the Lena ; and al- 
though without a moon, traversed the Bratsky 
Steppe, during the night, without any difficulty, 
mounds of earth being thrown up at every fifty 
or sixty yards, into wliich is placed a post, 
chequered black and white, or a thick iiost 
with a white head. Both are termed, I think 
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very undeservedly, Paul’s folly; they are veiy 
useful to travellers, and are worthy to be well 
spoken of. The post-houses now became feu* 
superior to any we had passed farther to the 
noi^h, and more respectful attendance was shewn 
us at every place as we approached the capital, a 
fact certainly in direct contradiction to general 
observation and experience. 

Passing over the Bratsky Steppe, we met iro* 
mense herds of horses and* homed cattle, who 
stopped, and even approached to gaze at us as we 
galloped over the theatre of their independent 
evolutions. Upon the morning of the 17th day 
we reached Irkutsk in time to breakfast with 
my old fHend Captain Koutigin, the chief of the: 
navy at this port. After bre^fast I presented 
myself to his Excellency the Governor Tzedlerj 
who not only proffered the same attentions and 
assistance as before, but also insisted upon my 
accepting apartments in his elegant and hospita- 
ble mansion, appropriated to the residence of the 
Governor. I felt truly grateful for this last act 
of kindness, as the elegant accomplishments of 
his lady, his sister, and his daughter, are such as 
not only make them models for imitation in Si- 
beria, but will, any where, ensure them the re- 
spect of the first circles. I felt that my wife, 
young and ignorant of the world, could not foil, 
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in their society, to acquire many of those little 
nameless graces so necessary to form the female 
character. , 

In company with my hospitable and excellent 
host, I waited upon the Governor-general, Mr. 
Lavinsky. •! was received with much hospitality 
and friendship, and was promised every assist- 
ance in the furtherance of ray views ; and hav- 
ing expressed a desire to visit Nertchinsk and 
Kiakhta before I returned to Europe, his Excel- 
lency kindly granted the permission. 1 did not 
expect so much good fortune ; I did not think 
that a second Speranski was sent to be Governor- 
general, but I found that Mr. Lavinsky possessed 
jpeat goodness of heart, and an equal degree of 
amiability, although perhaps less commanding 
taleirts ; because r believe there are few to be 
found equal to those of Mr. Speranski, whose 
ccmdescending kindness, to me was brought more 
forcibly to ray recollection by his Excellency’s 
introducing me to a Mr. Strannack, who is dis- 
tanidy related to him, and with whom I enjoyed 
many pleasant hours. His Excellency, Mr. Spe- 
ranski, married a niece of that much respected 
gentlemap, Mr. Planta, of the British Museum. 
Mr. Strannack was about to inspect the post- 
offices in the governments of Irkutsk and Ya- 
kutsk, beginning with the circles of Nertchinsk 
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S^ginsk» which latter places I Waalalsi^ 
4esirQU8'Of yisiting ; we therefore agreed !td!>tra# 
vel together, having previously obtained thei»n» 
sept of a Mr. YakobleiF, the chief of this* ih- 
specting commission, whom I found an agreedde' 
and .amiable companion, and related*to the. most 
commercial, entamrising, and; wealtby iJatirohaiite 
(^..thatiuaine., 

The season for commencing this journey wa»> s 
hf^l^ever, distant some weeks, ns it was ^ not lyet; 
Possible to cross the.Baikbal) . muti^ loss theiAnx ; 

nefi^er «f wbiehi nie ieonsidered ;^«iiblU! 
l^lipre j<;he. lst,(or iQth)nf 

fQire,ofib^W¥4s th® toomfoits IrMjiiSteku 

m ijbe-^e Jilmral and hospitable; mWlPPfi 

h^j Jpne upon.my . outward journey,, ,-, 
b^s had fallen oiF, but wei« ,more,thnu >q(p®€*»»!; 
sato^.ihy ^the private ones given, at the houses nf s 
fiyo 0 ^, six individuals. There was, howeMei>it® ’ 
mnsfluerade ball which went off well, asnls^rtwd > 
or , three others in the assembly rooms. n ^The! 
Maslenitza or carnival was a time. of.i,to)idk(i 
ainu^ment, and many well-dres^ eharaetewi: 
went from house to house, 1 of course amoag' 
the.memest if not the best drest. -Tbus 
time passed in a most agreeable manner^ althou^ i 
I eould not help regretting the death of my, veufet - 
rable and respected countryman Mr. jBenthlUci>i> 
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He died suddenly of an apoplectic fit, ndth the 
consolation of knowing that his widow and child 
would be well provided for. 

•To society in general, the loss of such an 
eccentric character would not be severely felt, 
and ; even if it had, it was more than counter- 
bafenced by the arrival of a Persian prince, a 
handsome, intelligent, and highly honourable cha- 
racter. { * Hfe' is ■ retained: as- a hostage for the 
good conduct of his eidef ItfOther, the reigriing 
prarfee of -a 'tributary tewitoiy Oil • the bOrdCi^ of 
theiiBladc iSeaj^ 'called, I beheve,' Ththisarid: The 
cewthtct id^ the : reigning' has ' ciau^d SOfiie 
dika^ph^ation Ut the Coiirt of SOini - Ptitefsbui^g, 
w5ict,‘ndt'lieing able to arrest hiiU^^Obk the present 
ma44<*tfh0Se conduct has gained hihi the tiii(](tlaB- 
fied 'Kespect and friendshijp of ereiy ihhatntahf id 
tbis^dly. Nor are his pecuniaiy ihearis at all in- 
competent to support a good establishment, re- 
ceivihg' Us he does a considerable pensiott from 
thei Emperor Alexander, At all public diftnCrsJ 
bidls^! &ci he is -cohsidered an acceptable guest ; ' 
nor does he fid! to attend them regularly,— they 
serve at least to drive away dull care, and pro- 
bably to lighten the burden of being, in time* of 
peace, a jHisoner. There are two bthers of 
these border princes, one of whom is k^t at 
Nisbhey ITdinsk, and the other at Nertchinsk ;■ — 
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their conduct does not se^ to hftve induced, the 
extension of the same liberal allowj^ni^ as to my 
friaid |n Irkutsk. I believe they are only allowed 
a roiiblfi per day. Both are charged with mur-,, 
deiii^ their elder brothers, to gain the throne 
or piijidpality ; whUe this one is only ehajged 
with being broiler to a man inimic^ th 
sian sceptre.;, ni' -I; . 

The,,4n^^ ^ watm , |he 

1st (pth) of is, the road wk Je-, 

clm^ open p t|>^ 4^y, jatitier ,eai^er j|^an 
is usual, the. fl,||d» {^2d), bein^ the^ji^e.l^ 
merchants copiinehjce their, journey ,, to H^nkhtaf , 
The small (piantity of yater in the river this.year 
will sufficiently accom^t for the difference, ^uch 
mischief is at times occasioned by the heavy 
swellings of the, ;river previous to its heing frozep. 
The ice crumhies up to a great height, and threa- 
tens destruction to the houses upon the, .beach. 
There is.a pecii^ quality attending thej J^pgara, 
tl^ wa^r pfi^h^ j® summer is so the 

therm^eter in June,.waa,|l«|t ope dcgr^ei®^^^ 

the zero of Beaumi», in winterr, jit jf / the 
warmest, as also, the pp^j^rapid of, tt^.the rivers 
in this part of the world. W^^ilsi coi:^- 
de^ed as unwholesome, the inhalpt^t^ .prd^- 
ring, that of the Ushako^y, which pasises near 
to the Adpiiralty, and which water is said to be 
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^ heavier than that of the Angara, the rapidity 
of which is such, that immense sheets of ice arc 
carried under water; and although during the 
last six weeks, the thermometer had seldom been 
above 30*^ of Reaumur, it wus still impassable. 

The situation of this thriving city has already 
been pointed out, and the beauty of its position 
is evident. It is only by supposing it to stand 
on very elevated gi’ound, that w'c can account 
for such severe frosts as visit it. The latitude is 
but little north of London, yet are the people 
obliged to bury themselves in smoke, both in 
winter and summer ; in the one season to guard 
against the cold, in tlu? other against the vermin. 
Many improvements and additions in the build- 
ings of the city had taken place during my 
absence, especially in brick building.s, the erec- 
tion of which has been of late much encouraged 
by the government. That my readers may not 
be in doubt as to the respectable appearance of 
this central Siberian city, I have annexed a view 
of it as taken from the left or western bank of 
the river Angara. 

I again visited the hospitals and jails, as well 
as the foundling and Avorkhouse. In all of them 
I could not help admiring the respect and grati- 
tude evinced by both descriptions of unfortunates 
in favour of. Governor T/edler. 'i'iie jiublie work- 
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house is an estal)lisliiuent upon a most laudalile 
plan, and increasing its revenue and number of 
inmates in no small ratio. The latter circum- 
stance may not speak much in favour of the 
mother-country, but I believe there are few who 
forjn the wish, and few indeed who will ever 
i-etui*n. Eight hundred men, Avomen, and chil- 
dren, now partake of the benefits of the establish- 
ment. The ])vd)lic schools do well, especially that 
upon the Lancastorian system. The want of a 
seminary for the children of the middling classes 
is, howevei’, severely felt ; tliey will not go to 
the Lancasterian school, and they cannot be ad- 
mitted into the college of nobles ; — on this I have 
before remarked. 

The Foundling hospital does not meet with 
any success. The Russians apj)ear to be igno- 
rant in the mode of governing an institution of 
the kind, else there would certainly lie a different 
residt.* The severity of the climate, tlie inhu- 
manity anil negligence of the mothers, and jwssi- 
bly the incapacity of the nurses, are all to be 
considered. Be the fault where it may, scarcely 
an instance occurs oj^ a child being reared. The 
allowances to the institution are liberal, and it 
is visited by the first persons in the city, with 
;i view to its ultimate success. 

Of all t lie |mblic offices, that of the Admiralf y 
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is conducted with the greatest nianageincnt and 
propriety. By tliis body provisions are forwani 
ed to every part of nortiiern Siberia. Stores in 
abundance arc collected for the use of the dock- 
yard of Okotsk, and the vessels building and 
built, do credit to the government of this j)art 
of the world. But why the executive of the 
empire should permit tar, rope, canvass, iron 
implements, and many other such heavy articles 
to be sent from Irkutsk - to Okotsk, I cannot 
divine. A single transport from Russia would 
carry as much in one year as four thousand 
horses ; and the prices of the stores so sent by 
land are at least five times what they ought to 
be. This mode of purchasing stores for the 
use of Okotsk and Kamtchatka has been the 
means of filling the pockets of several comman- 
dants, owing to the circumstance of their being 
independent of every body but the Governor- 
general. 

Irkutsk will, no dou!)t, in the course of a few 
years, become a i)lace of much greater importance 
to the Russian empiix'. Its resources would ht' 
sufficient even for a cai)ital of an inde})endent 
kingdom. The population of Sihei’ia is at this 
moment large enough, and the natural means oi’ 
defence are amply sufficient even in the in’CseiU 
day to withstand an invading army. All tlic 
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infers oentral SibeH»vjruii*f#iiffl 

MVkhi te> north, land ore iGcnsenq;^ 
crosa^ in the &ce of an enemy. The imUKfilMie 
dasetts or steppes can be fired ' at pleatt^ilmd 
M means of subsistence for cavahy he^ thuci^eit 
offif' AH provisions for the sii^pOrs-bf'Taa 4#^ 
vadingK amy vrould-^have to ’dome frcah Ehtopa, 
eohsetpiently' more horses ; than- m^ irbtddi^ be 
ra^pnisd.; T%ie ^daaatM»is*ioff many of >thei 
tmras m Siberia ^areift^ very stine^^andoboidt} 
notiibe^ieduced ndthout/fariiHeiyii iiToi'suan^ 
afi! then roads: m%ht #riia iSbw houltt tliei ire|i<lMd 
iiapassablej. i .rThe* 8il)erias»> i jhaveiionlyi'Ano^ei^ 
the Kf^cheugaiisivampi and i they Bmay {dd^ddl 
thei pottremi'af Europe; : This is;^ihowei^iVi fiw 
from,; the rime for the iementipatiosb «£ 
these, cdlenies; The Russiansi; arcnldo ^fiappyoitr 
them to wish to shake off the.yeltKi;’(rito(^ihnrisri 
aborigpmeft would no doubt wishjtd sefei|lpmNi^Res 
i^n some other footing. Tius^ i howereftf 
no^^doubt ocouc too late to affectd£liem,bjiw\in^ 
common prcAmbility,. rii^ irill iiisf;e3trii!i|^^«iin 
vny. ^tant period ; ttere jam notlM 4iiisl mds 
mc»tf wider the Rusrias ;suhjeorioni:jiipre 
seven or e^t bundredi riiousan&» 
numbers 'wctMi iait the diseovnyn!imd'’eaitiq^i^ 
Sdseriaiii might faeas diffionlt todetenirinwaeriih 
pqmlation of.4he empire of Mexieovht'*tHei'timd 
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tb^:$n^ei!0>MV«ral mM becoine;«f 

Hwwfe) ■■tSf'i’i'' •'. ■ •■■: . ■:>;>v>'i:'fS 

occtt^ed me BiitU the >7<ai 
Qil^ Itheo 1 departed in coHipaR]r>'^wil9i 
i]^ AWO’rln^ectom nf the Post <7he ddf wiB 
but the. road was. good^ over anrc^peii hnil 
vrellN^thrated cotmtry^^^ . 3^^ facoiks the :^^ 
present rameipfeasmgivdews, attid ntunevoas 
ppfndonftisvijAsgefr are/ soattered on ’ either <aidef 
Tke^ eaiEenirban^ )ii >loW^ii white thew^treBteiiriia 
twetifilpyiinsn'nd^ witii ’hilts. xiEacteteottagethhs 
ite^’^arden^hahd’ o '^eait 'Sp&it ofj ihduait^^eveiry 
i{die|te)ap|ears.v < The .^rst terty’^fUre' mites brdaglit 
nst toi tiffir/magaifiGent’ riew’oi^4he>teIm' Boikhatl 
On thn isa'^i'to i which’ we had; met and oeeHiahieii 
dioiiepiids of‘ carts and horses going to^nnd^domlnlf 
fiNtoltlie-'ftdroflKiakhta. ’>• 

Ho€%e 'approach ’t^the unfathomahteMSthal 'htldo 
dia^ b&ooxBideradi one of the grandest sightSMhr 
tfae(iwarid.’f >3%e ’river Angara flows in 'the’foiw 
gnoimdi gBadttaUy htdening as it draws* neaarer tO’ 
thm tefcji^ till ’at tengtfa the source of the riteiy 
finite t 8 ’pBett 7 *iintet^ where the vessels for trttiMa 
poadkgE^. p^wisioiis^^ m laid < up. The 
»>iwmihen:i)f res in an apparentfy^goodhBn^ 
diticm wa&itojaite ft source of ^at^plemiei^eiid' 
Xr could only p^ret that the season would not 
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fennit me to embark on board on^ of 
stead of crossing as at present, in a sfedgCj,! , i(nhe 
Wduntains every where round the Baikhal'?4fe of 
tlie most elevated and romantic appearanoeAT^b^ 
are bold, rocky, much indented^ and. yery/^a^®^' 
for vessels ip summer, . as no apebdruglaiis 
,v^ere-to bOj fijund. The,, winda 
-vbdwt* . and, subjefit to , instant, change^ ,l|e^- 
iblingihuriicaiies, V The pea, is said tp rnn ppnn- 
ttahia higb^ and as the vessels awe 
^d ( -warae sofficered, it , iSrf no « urdhder , thttf 
(Mwidwjts oqwn dAdy, 

f idered, as .the w»r^ s«asonsi, Mayj andi, dwwBf 
thbihesbi but iwhetheriin bad., or goodja<tas(^.# 
Wt H»fiequeBtly happens that th© transpartf^ar^ 
twenty-five aiid thirty days in (crossing, t/d^tajigf 
4iaf (fifty miles. It is here that the power )Of 
Would best exhibit its incdculable adyjigitagp^ 
About might ascend the Angara to tthetB&ili^ 
qrpss that lake, and, entering the Seleng%iiiia(dl 
within twelve miles of Kiakhta^i; and i!M4 
a conununication with Nertcbinsk. , jAIi thO/fiqgf 
and provisions for the north wovdd 
qukklyi economically, and safely ^ran^^O^i^gd^ 
and the immense traffic facilitated betwoounlr^ 
ktttsk and the several cities of Kiakbta, 
burg, and Okotsk. The inattention of govern- 
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fliont/ te weH as of the opulent meKchaiits, to^tiKs 
direct, is truly inconceivable. 

* Ihaidtig reached the Baikhal, out of which 
thb' Angara flows, and into which the Selenga 
flihif ‘ We cotet^ it for thirty miles before we 
fcrthr'ed at the of crossing. The ice Whs 
transparent, and slippery, that I- conW 
tfftf *;eep my 'feet,' ' y^^ houses are so’ aOctCf- 
tOttied w Hi that hardly ah instance* occiirs ^df 
'their fklhiig. * We fcrossed (he iafcei ani&<readied 
the* ' 0p|l0SHe‘ ! VilU^, which has d ccnstderhUe 
tihie' to Ikeah^^ we* had been 
two tiOdrs* nhid a • half in gping the distance^ < fbky 
ihitelf.^ ^Suth is, however, the rapidity With Whi^h 
thteb * horses a^breast cross this lake, that the 
liKft ’ghvtillor of Irkutsk usually did it* ki IWO 
hbtthi-Mhree hours are generally taken; ' A hOrse 
the clear ice, 1 doubt the possh 
df "^ttitig him c^pon his legs ^am. It 
to attempt stopping them, nor in^ 
iicl fe* it, in my opinion, possible; if, however; 
iIte*‘V(Mcte *^be %t^ this sort of ice, I 

ithhdst qndstion the practability of starting it again, 
Without assistance from other people to force th0 
v^ide on from behind. On the other hand; 

I hdve^ seen sledges move so much faster than 
the horses, as to overtake and turn them short 
VOL. 11. K 
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aftd ultintately to form ' % 
icM:' ' ^ v;: 

From the monastery we coMinued over' a'ilb# 
future to a large Russian village of feisty 
d#eISfigs. l^e road-side is well cultiVatedi^'^hll 
Wy ' p^sed several villages before we tealMd 
Vihchney Udinsk. Latterly the mottntaihe -rbse 
ihifo i^aks, and threw but some immense liMlfiy, 
bVethanging the Seteh^ : they are of bane'¥fl«®i, 
feiif'the' valleys are in fertile 'situatakmSj*^ Wfc 
i*^4ched‘ Verchnef Udirisk, a largej ‘pi^ulOi^i 
flotoi^iihg city on the ‘ r^t Ij^fe 
S^^hga, distant from Irkutsk two 
It ^as ihahy handsome brick liuases^^^ehardhea^ 
aSid 'j^ublic edifices, all running' at i^ht- ailsglhsif. 
iPffere are three chiefe in it : the‘ first Of clh^di^ 
tidied an C^roujfinoy chief, viz. Inspector ofljiAe 
^reni^ and serves as a check npon Mat '^hhers^ 
Ms business is to go round the commiMaiiatiuty 
listen to and redress grievances. ThfivseconU 
chief is the commissary ; he goes mund lldl iHe 
commissariat except the city, ooliectS thisarijint wi , 
aiid'i performs all the dvil duties. ' uThetthnrdiiit 
the town-major, who is chief of the dty, ^uL&'ds 
no authority farther. It is evident thai.ith^ 
Mitee personages must eitiier disagree, or^ ocmi- 
tdne to fieece stili mtme their poor d^ndeiMa. 
The appointment of the first chief is' a newlre- 
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They ^ ai-e all sybjept to tl\e vk:p-^gi- 
vpnior and governor of Irkutsk, who is himsplf 
$i^ect; to the, governor-general. 

/ iifVferchney l/dinsk is the grand mart between 
I^l^utsbi And Kiakhta, and has risen upon tl^ 
fnins of Selenginsk. A very lucrative ^n4 cpJ5^- 
fiderahle trade is carried on round the neigl^ 
Jfe0tt!ho€i4 with the Biuriats, who aie very 
inereus i»id wealthyi i in furs and ea^le, 
mfL strong garrison kept up, it being conside^ 
aaKa, (frontier, place, an4 a da^ly comi|iun4::fti.p^ 
hfj a $)riiii^il r^rt is held with Seiengipsk. . 'Jl'hg 
toiFn comtaina fosur hundred, houses, and ahpltf 
JtvyiOi’i thousand six. hundred inhalatants. .pThi^ 
sittMiiion is considered healthy, and is 
ploaeatit, that there is a very good, , though sii^^ 
eilttclh- of i sodiety. From it tq Selenjppsk s^e 
serehfy sdles^ which I performed {dong tho stran^ 
parent Selenga in seven hours. The bai^s of 
tibe > rava.’!' bore the most romantic appearance 
the hills rising abqve^ one anotln^r into the.|ofttest 
mtaHiitauts^ but presenting.no appoarmatce of .babir 
;tntiaBkior> ctdtivatinn, eixtcept in the low valleys. 
Theivihqges are, however, within four and five nnles 
oftiPach other, .{dong both the banks of the;, river., 
limmediately repaired to the abode cd the Gngt- 
lish vimksionariea settled in this part of the world, 
andvneed not say, that I was most kindly received 
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Ipr ,M^srs. Stallybrass and Youille, with 
wiyes and numerous children ; foxing, , Rs 
were, an English colony in the centre ^lar- 
bansm. Mr. Swan, the third mi^onatj, ^as 
absent upon a visit to one of the chiets near 
Nertchiijsk... , 

.1 passed a couple of days in a mpst agreeable 

-.y-si Wv; :-rr/j.K-:irp:5 it Iitm 

, wjth these .fcc^uded ^nd se^ydeyot^ 
people, wlw have ini^i iindeiiah’en ah 
OIK ta^ic. They have been established in the 

-)u» b’jl'il'i-’U'j yJi'.Ui i.i J>>; .i!J 

present place uipre than three years, dunng 

mr oi;;'// .b'nifaumui hiu, (rtn snort 

which time they have erected tw;o ngat and 

dems, &c. It is, however, to the.^nerosity 6f 

w so r,r. v-to i--, lo 

t^ft of Russia, that these ve^ co^- 

fp^ah^ residences are to be attributed, b^y,- 
ipg generpusiy paid all the expeiKes, an(| 

-the society a grant of land, fi’ee of actual rent 
ort puWic service. 1 he situation itseli is in an 

,£XOI{<nTmj> 

ip^proPi^iate, although a romantic and s^lu^^ 
spot; but as it stands upon the oppoatertank 
of .fhe nver to that qf the city, the..^ii^yy 
nication is , diflficult, dangerous,, an^^ e^j^nsyye ; 
--r it is^. ppw too late to chaiige Jd- , jA® 
tjhe missionaries, have not attepiptedj to 'raise 
corn, nor do I think it ‘adviseablci ; the pnce of 


labour would he infinitely greater than the j|»ur- 
chnse of so small .a quantity as they require- 
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iiaye ai^ inu^ important work/io 

attend tto — 1 mean the perfecting of thems^ves 
in the knowledge of the Mongolian language : 
ah^ point they have attended with great 

pers^erance, and success, i^ey are 


industry, 


lOiiu, uj IS yeauy surprising iiuW | uiey siiouiu, 
in! so! ' short a tune, have Warly 'completed die*, 
jlohmes' ari^ ®^'mOTs. ‘^hile lea^ihe 


nonaries' arid dammars. While le^ihg the 
Mpngqhan language, they have also become ac- 
quainted with the Mantshur, ovfihff lo the**'l3it 
cuihstance of there being hp dictionary '^'of^’^Mh 
!^ongd)ian, ei^cept with that of the iiian\sh’ih!. 
if^ns the missionaries had to learri^ the 
Mahi^nijr, apd* Mongolian languages at the ssiihb 
tithe, ’ an^ to fonn their own dictiohanes dtld 
’grammars, which have the advantage ot'^ i^pha- 
. .airaqgement over those in fbtnie^*"^tisB, 

in’ *whi<M''the words were only classed' uhdfer 
thetr*' different ^ subjecte. T^ now spekk,’*^^, 
and’^^V*^^ ^he Mbngdliari with facility. I'^sdUr 
i^n^y^'traps^atioris of parts of the New * 'fbsta- 
meht,* which have been distnbutbd abdiit 'fib 
heighiibuihopd.*^' ' ’ ' *** ’ ’ 

‘Mahyjoin^^ been made ihtd thb' ihtbiibi 

of* the country,' with a view to form acquaint- 
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^ 1 ^^, _ \^ith the chiefs and pruicii^l Ff 
.wijth the lamiis or priests. As' yeti 

-/'■'•Vs .- •'■' ^ hiriV*’ 

ever, it is a matter of regret, that these vary m- 
^i^tigable ministers have Pot heen the fiaswT|t 
of converting one single in'divldual. Npr 
is it probable they will Jfor it is oiJy ^e|y"ia^y^ 
that the Buriats brought their, rel^ous books,' 
waggon loads, from Thibetj at an expaiisie 
twelve thousand head of cattle. iTheir tr^^ 

aV ^ „v . ,• ,., ■- . ' ■; _>::■■■■ • ■ ■ •• V j •■> f 

have been received, but have never, save in a 
^t^^ instance, heen looked into., Bveh th^ir 
sec^tly laugh "at the ^olTy"' of 
their, ;,xiia?ters, and only remain with them '^or 
the sahe of getting better food, with less werk, 
Ijtiiippeai’s to me, that the religion of thi^ 
h^ .ofv too old a date, and they are of too 
a disposition to receive any cha,nge. 
hi ^it much to be wondered at ; their own rel^OT^ 
hpoks point out the course they pursue ; * and 
when the religion of a people, who have bieh 
(rom time immemorial acquainted with tne '^ m 
reading and writing, is attacked and attempts to 
be changed by three strangers, it is almost pi’e^- 
terous to eScpect any favourable result. ^6r my 
own part, so small are my hopes of their succe^, 
that I do not expect any one 6uriat will be 
really and truly converted : for the sake of pro- 
fit several may so pretend, but as long as they 


la 

Wi- 
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have jtheir own priests and religious instructioD, 
sp^ llmg; Missionary Society will do tto 
thip siinply jtranslating their works, and 
^u^ing tl^ knowledge of a language useless t6 


7'i 


I niust, however, humbly add; ’ 
impo^ible vdtb man is j^s^Uc 
‘ The field chosen on the banks of * 


lei^ is no doubt Ihe very woret ; mid this 

k|ipwh .even to .the missi6harieS,'bttt'# pfeS^ 

ij k too comforiahle a birth tb bh glvefi'ifpi^ T 

hfi>yf!. eyery^, respect for them pe^s6tian5^/but'reOTy 

* caa^(^ ihjink jus.dce is doife tb ' the pec^lirf*^ 

jl^giahd., tp. say nothing of the 'pOT^rty'-'ahd 

ignorance of a Ibrge portion of the * people ^ 

Ir^n^' in s^juandering money ih‘ evbiy p^'^bf 

the\woriai while there arb So many " pb#^ 
-itw r.G . 

pously Ignorant m our own empire. ' Wheti 

. sludl’ have all become good and steady diid 

Wemhy iphnstians, then will be the time to asSiSt 

others; aiid thus, in few words, 1 bid tadiOU tb 

naoa v/,'-'* \ . - ■ . 

the subject, • 

fo hi- ‘Z'i.;: ■ V ; , , ■ . . . 

^ ^ T^e servants attending the missionaries art 

iBuriats, deserted and detested by all their owii 
cpmiti|rmeu for having forsaken the religiOti 'of 
their fathers, merely -for the sake of better 
they, are tolerably expert in cooking, washing, 
^d attending table. Generally speaking, the 
Buriats have such scanty fare, that I am not sur- 
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thdi' hypoCTiticalw Brk;k‘4aa 

fbWfes theii' oi^nftry food fbe days *i«i the 
iJiii i)D6f bdt' seldohi ta^te me^t, ' atehouj^i-dity 
Hl^rd ’gfene4«l!y a little fat mfeced wiih tiheir 
Wie*' feaVeS oi^' v^hich - they^ consume. a»iii«!Jjd6 
ind ^ ^du(^ ' thus ebnititut^^ upon thereiMb, 
a^'fery' houritKirig dish* The ^richealaf .i!ke)cfaiels 
iridbi^’hei^ ' iaiidi soke'H({iiatl- 
T sheep^'^anid gciSt's 

*fti ^IBflt'^’parr^df the \^orid is prodi|pcnis^i homed 

'filifftie^feid* lidtseS'hre-* also i tieiy miBie»due««oGRle 
hppehe laz^pdh’tyi' 'but ctmtdated^in^ ; 
'fis 'tifehiahly,' ^^owardly^ and ; sbr^ile >«|s 
f..!/; dih;;': •(( idJ of 
The city of Selenginsk, standing ufwn «Jdie 
right bank of the river, is indeed a miserably 
decayed place, art and nature seeming to do their 
utmost to bury it in oblivion. A garrison of one 
thousand men is still kept up— to no piupose, for 
the locality of Verchney Udinsk must soon com- 
plete its ruin. It possesses but one respectable 
merchant, who has consequently an undisputed 
monopoly of what trade there is. 

Selenginsk has also suffered much of late, 
from two serious fires, and is in other parts 
tumbling down from the encroachment of the 
river, which annually makes great inroads. It is 
but twenty years since the present centre of the 
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Eineii w^ the centre of the city ? the inh^hh^Jj^ 
Mve/continued to recede as far as possible. > 
ftobaithmeMs they made in the early part jof l^t 
.year ,pc®e washed away in the-autuain,, -and) ^ 
i&UBcktHms of many houses will no dpid^t 
^dhsireyed iOH: ; thci^neBt . hrealqi^ 

^IFihdDeia^ about 'two, htmdred dwelUnpi ai^s f^ 
-tiinn|Q3and!iohalntantSi:independenti(d^^^ 

^1?he iieinity is; however oV«n^ Fell>peppled»3Spd 
ItheuRl is •ia»w^<com'i rtMfeedr by s some t ^oplpt^s yj^f 
>F(iles,.«d)<ir>mf^ ta»nspj|ahtedibi^r>fby(j^^ 

; pneaslGalfeemnevtsJtoito 

::|ieoti]ei b hhwe seep) ionSiberiftt<wbP 
to their lands, and doubtless recciya It agMPiyiillb 
ihiteiest;/ ^ in -no 'S'fT 
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Udlnsk^T«d^^ailaIofskf*^ 
|>iKwtpbin»ki>-- IkwuMtaitQUF#*' rrr 
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iwfeiwi retraced oii^-stefift'ta /VeWffewy 
ami fen . again gtattHed ' wiidi !1^ beantj^ tnlrfib^ 
a^Berynbetweea the two; (idef^ achile nth^i 
dityswith; winch we glided along the 'tranfippept 
straams^'iservred not a little to heights the 
Inmiense; mountains of porphyry foripf the b$ahs 
dtlieiSdienga, and I have been givep ftp. 
stand tlKit gold is also to be found.; . hut 
gativea^i\iiJl give no informaticm fwfear,ijof,l]uyfi 
iqg.-a mining establishment placed -in ^thfr.jvp'’, 
nhiy- At Verchney Udinsk the tiver ; 
considerably, and the mountains diverge frop^ opp 
pother so much as to form a veiyj, o^n/! and 
rural country. The pastures are especially whi 
and very fine timber is to be had ; the small cedar'? 
mil ia so bountiful as to be exported tOf all. piirts 
of Northern Siberia. 
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At midnight with my companions, the inspec- 
tors, I quitted Verchney, and by eight in the 
morning we had reached sixty miles towards tire 
town Nertchin^, forty of them on the river 
Uda, which flows into the Selenga near the city 
of f^isani»riiune^ ‘ Site country wasrpio^^ 

entered tipoh the ®uri«t* Steppe^ vidid 
oT ^hltivarion tind of -eyety thing huf *ribh 
grass. "The road proved very heavy for sl^ed^ 
from the absence of snow. Nothing of the slight- 
e#f*iil»tetest**is to bfei seen but ’solitary posttfaoiies 
tiitfehty br'twen^^ in tins 

Miititifer reached one hUndred iniiosi when hiy 
edtspabidnS ceHed out to rest, as they were reaHy 
jbtted'finiioa fbvor r I however persisted dn» co*d« 
thiUing the route day and night. one hun* 
d^'and' fifty miles we called upon son© lofi the 
cMhft*' of ' the Buriats, whose tribe amoQnti* to 
t^rityithrOe thousand, reputed to be the daigeSt 
id ‘'*the'g<Wermrient of Irkutsk. This Tairiia,' sw 
cfiM, *IS a yoiing^mUn 'of good parts and sonAiO 
tfe§’!6riner chief; I called at his thanc^y, but 
hh‘ ’WiB 'Ottt, yet were passports afforded me ' in 
{he Monjgolian > dialect by his secretary, ordering 
dvtty ’ibistatoee <to be rendered me by all ^ has 
trihe; efnd ereiy respect to be shewn to mei ' - 
' ‘ Thai presehfc^Taisha ’ has twO wives,’ who' Kve 
io jrerfect harmony. ,He is fond of the irhiS- 



NEllStttiOufeKObD 

Sioiiitlfes,' whb viMt and ldd^ 'Mih 

him for ' Webks together, ‘ and is 

ih the English l&ngua(ge, ^iidh*%r. 
is * teaching him. It is but lldky 
'tl&t he lost his ' fatli» and indther;' whh 
Wchpifrht 'he has -been iiia][k)Verish^^1^ 

h4^ m(rthdPs 'bet[hedtt(irig’'hei^^ 
t‘(y‘'l!he‘4aiha^*'oi^‘'prie^ts.^ fli^ ^^sSidiis'^^Hife 
dhdii thlee ‘^tiidu^’d 'yhed^^ ‘ f^hl^ ' HthtiffifM 
fidrs^l irad" Wh’drdd^hdi^ed ckttle V ‘ ^hfe^fib 
HKiif rtidther hkd Tdily ‘ ihhhiahd’ * shde|i, 
'''ia^d’‘horyei^ ' aM‘ tKf^''ilhBu^hd‘ i^drAdd’^^ia^ 
|ll^i(!fds iS‘ViBi|y p'djiei'iy in ’ l5iiF% 

Wed id^dhoth^ dhtef, rfefediVed a^ a dJwry'/dftii 
df' fdrk' of ‘the richest kind!*' '-tliy^'Wil 
dtilbhiiariiy nrdrii till they actudly ' d{-op‘*‘Sff^ 
fe the neglect and filthy nianiidr i^h ^iii^h 
idley live: ' The women are, on theif' ' mhfi'ili^y^ 
didssdd tn satins and silks bordei^d , . 

thd eW^ion being honoured with the' skWe 'i*d- 
’is their great fea^ m the 'iudhth" bf^ W- 
brdiiy; nrhich appea:^ td be a ^rt ' bf 
'hiMtation of the Chihese; 
and subjects live together almost ihdisciiihf- 
hiateiy. The’ chancelry of the- Talsha' bdiitkins 
fifteen clerks and a secretary,’ ' who chilly 'oli'‘ a 
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correspondence,, npd 
as exceedingly weU r^V^ 5 
jsjj^y iniley onward I , break&sted ati ^ bp^ll- 
^^y ^tpated post-house ; but with the 

;two ^or three agricultural villages, . 
^of^.fflear postdippses, ,;fchere iS;?neji^erjjgj|d- 
|.|y^^ipn npr, i^hitafit^ ^ 

sppjip laItp^j,i^n4 ,pn^|ay^op,^- 

.lf9W , m' 

dift' 

njrpature, ;tbnt ,it,, wp^ ife?, t 
pof^^l^,,f^t ^rp laipent fhe,jpccW^^^^ 

j|^^,tij^^d.. the remark which I heprd 

consulted th^r. 

li^r,jintere§t,inuch better, instead of, ^hy 
i:]^mprifl,.tp SulTer her name to be bujoeciin :bp||d 
c^ivipru i.^t sixty miles farther we 
^^r^t village, where we were plentifully 
y^|^.,a;paall species of ,trou^^ ,? ■ Urn 

^^-^e road still very bad, beingntvast^fu, 
and having but little snow upon it. f Themd^r 
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tatioM|i'Qf lim hyisirmrece however /w^ woockvi^ 
aod tihe «^ei^ was upon the whole piotideeapt^ 
The country thence continued low and>ifiiRdy«( 
tfll Xi reached the village- of Tchitta, the 
near which is a considerable atroam runnkig inh9 
the. -Ingoda, which unites with othe iiAinnikit 
and is ultimately losti- in the EasteniKOceajt^ 
There . is a beautiful htde vUkge called Tehind^ 
upoU’^an ishuid in the.]3ver^.bey(md>.Mthichi4jbe 
scenery much improves. ^The drive down 41jie 
liver was very delightfids from tho^ever-dbnnghili} 
uiews which were ofF«-ed to- u8,^thc ;boIdvmag>< 
mificent -and- banren rocks loOkijag ist >oi^e » grt^d 
and teiirihc<; noifi was this 3ul)Ume: aecn<liy Ifss 
acee^iaible when ioontrasted with th^ nb^aiitifiit 
a«id. fertile- pastures every where/ aronad^riwith 
here i and there a straggling com/ fields lai^oit 
hamlet smiling through the dark wopd^- 
lay at the foot of the mountain preaiplce;iil-.OIJ 
uTipding'- round and diminishing a^; the jwdtejB 
continued to recede from our; view, o At-aaMift 
the evening we reached the village ,©f {Baidtn 
bddryv uponithe left bank of the IngodsH ndiiidt 
here ossumei a treacherous^ appeat'imcB^ diSao^t^ 
but a very unsafe joiwney ov<3! it. T stfdhm 
h^irapW thatfifc isaeldpitt fcozieja for anyithgtli 
efictitofe. We were twioe upset jmtos tite jrite 
and lost one of the horses. Indeed i such was < the 
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sa 

dbeAei'oi tlwAv^eathw^ that degi»8i)of 

vlS^ had been obsewed since X' left 
^ikchney Udinsk. , ifiT 

i j We now began to hear favauraUe accounts vief 
the! ©eertions of the new chief of Nertchindc* 
whotthnd mateiiaUy amdlwrated the di^itdoni<itf 
the convicts and> peasants. Agaia« : tny ctNa» 
pabnods beg^ ^ to ^ lament th»r hard^ didyy raiifl 
nd^uekted^ nie to halt and pa^ the «n^;ht comfoiit^ 
alily post-hoSifee. i» however^supei^naded 

thnni! ! -continue seventy miles 'farther lalong/ la 
riyen ulUieh eontinuaM^ gavec under us^ ahd awno 
^li^t! degree alatpod ‘oine Of < tny h’iends^ ^ wiio M^as 
eertai!nl 30 bom ifor other scenes than travdliiigbisi 
l^baiii^<Unieffi in the easiest and' ntost cxanditodi^ 
odbrnahwei'; We were oWiged at ' last ! to i walk 
idohg ’tte' bhnks of the river, from the impossii 
tiili(y/of ‘‘getting' the horses along. The theianol 
meter, >aB' we approached Nertchinsk, fell to 2,8t 
BeaUinuri> and although 1 had but my stmjde 
or‘^ leather frock, 1 felt nothing ^but 
adxioiy to push on, aware that if I could not 
rhtdira within a certain time, I should not ihe kUd 
tO!(|ait'lrkut^bidfore the month of May. n«jii 
ruTbe sedhery was noxy very fine: eleyatedipaid 
pCjldieuIar Muis, with pretty cultivated jtmli^«i 
and^sev^rul’ pleasant villj^s. The river ingoda 
alfeb ' ’assubied’ a more considerable appearance, 
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widening as we reached to the eastward, and at 
the city of Nertchinsk, being really a fonnidable 
channel. We reached the city late in the even- 
ing ; its dbtance from Verchney Udinsk is ^lout 
five hundred miles. Having waited upon the three 
chiefs, and delivered our credentials, Mr. Shran^ 
nackand 1 sallied out to view the place. It is 
vilely built, widely scattered^ badly situated, aiM 
worse inhabited, containing two hundred dwell- 
ings, and one thousand inhabitants. Three tole- 
rable brick edifices are the. only objects ^vorthy 
of notice in it, and, except that it has a church/ 
it is merely a larger picture of any Russian 
village. 

The site of the city has within a few yeaWs 
been removed hither, a circumstance whidi irt^y 
in some measure excuse its miserable appearance*, 
but nothing can atone for its present bleak and 
exposed situation, without even fire-wood in it^ 
vicinity.* The site of the old town was far sii- 
perior, affording shelter and many conveniences 
which are not now to be obtmned. The town of 
Nertchinsk stands at the junction of the Shilka 
and Nertcha rivers, uniting with the Amour, of 
which, however, there is no part within the li- 
mits of the Russian empire. I was hospita- 
bly received by the different officers, especially 
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tite Uowtf-m«^6r, who dikirigitished lif 

tMdfihte' French invasion. 

I! We quitted Nertchinsk for the Bolshoy Zavod, 
o»i4Sireat' Fabrick, distant one hundred and eighty* 
and over a highly picturesque park scenery, ■ 
rewinding - me much of the upper banks of tJid ' 
lili^, where, theihills appeared as if pEacM upoir* 
a'li^rtilb plains without any sort of communicai/ 
tieii ' v^th each other. The rocks are extremely'’? 
baise,'; and" :^itlr '^th& exception of wood* ia 
valieys, there is little or nothing of cUltivatioh t 
toibe seem’ The thmnometer , now fell to 3:5“, ■ 
audiithei air ^ assumed &■ (diillnesa I had not for < - 
some time been accustomed to. The soU jif^ # 
hou^eyeiv iBO ; rkb, that corn villj^es; are; evi^ 
vfh^ to he seen all the way to Bolshoy Zavo4»*l 
which shews an active encouragement on the 
pij^j, of, the (Chie^ of those more immediately i 
irn^r his eyc und command. The fact is, that 
in ponBequence of tiie numerous desertions iipon 
thqhl^h. road to Yerclmey Udinsk, it is :not jbhe . 
wi^ .qf, the 'government to render the country ,:, 
e4^ 4 ppvdpus or cultivated. On tho contraiy, 
ev^y thing possible is done to make thp country 
so impassable, that deserters may be obliged to^ rf^ 
sort . to the postrhouses for , subsistence, where they . 
arei^ecured and sent to the prison , of Verchney , 
Udinsk. Should they take the route of the 
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‘ Blotsky distrirt, they* 

bfeing shot by the hunters or chiefs, unless 'th'iy 
' Jjrodtice a passport from the chief of Neirtchitli^. 
The inhabitants occupying the corn villageiS'j ^e 
'htl Oxiles of the upper sort, and yet ais ill-loiA:- 
‘i% a class of people as I ever beheld. ’ I' 

^fed to psKS them in safety, although at the^pJrtce 
of being upset in a dangerdtis manner. ' ‘We 
Were, however, rather frightened than hurt, And 
' Itedched safely the Zavod or Chief FUtaSc,' l^td* in 
‘ the evening.* ' 

A sound sleep, which we had hot enjoyed %r 
Sfhany days Or nights, (Qualified us to pay onr'':i^e- 
i^ects early the next morhing to the chiefj whtttn, 
With his son-in-law, I remembered 'as serVihg 
' at Batnaoule during the time I Visited that *plafce. 
A large feast had been held to honour the 'nsftr- 
tta^ of a doctor to a pretty plump woStffan- With a 
little money ; and I consequently foUttd the peo- 
ple in 'siOts and satins, and otherwise SO daubed, 
that I began to augur ill of the plare. It iS the 
most miserable, yet extensive assembly of htits 
I have any where witnessed. Even the rOsidenfee 
of the chief is but to be compared to tWo % 
three yottrtes joined to one another. ‘ ' > ' • ^ • 

I saw nothing at Nertchinsk which could ’ tn- 
spire me with any other sentihieuts than those of 
contempt and indignation at the inconsidOhEite 
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iPoeojdiK^ of persot]& in authority over tba pfor 
j ^riuiin^. It is impossible to conmve the hag - 
gw4> wonidow and half-starved ap- 

.-pearance' of these victims. Whatever may have 
Jl)een 4beir crimes— and I believe them horrible 
,ehotign-*-^they never can have authorized the pre- 
sent inconsiderate mode of employing them. 
iPhe knout, the whip, the brand, and the fetter, 

. are nothing, when compared with the imposition 
of labour continued frcnn sun-rise to sun-set for 
six months in the year, and during the other 
ri* to keep them in absolute idleness. The cut- 
ting of wood, getting in of hay, or attendance 
. upon officers, is almost denied to the poor con- 
vict, from the fear of his deserting. ^1^3! 
whither can he go? — To places equally wM 
and savage? to those where the brute creation 
would equally torment him with those of, bis 
own species ? The man who is sentenced to 
f drag out the remainder of his existence in the 
inines of Nertchinsk cannot live long. WJiat 
have become of the many thousands of beings 
sentenced annually to this plac’e? where are 
<4beir : wfves and families ? for here the work is 
carried on only by the constant arrival of fresh 
: victims. Of Bkatherinebovurg, I had cer^inly 
f(nnie4 a low idea, but Nertchinsk is in reality 
fbO; only place that I have seen where man is 

L 2 
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treated harshly, throughout the Russian em|ace^ 
I except the aborigines of Siberia. I should 
have expected and have hoped that the pi’cseot 
chief of this place would have taken ' a lesson 
from the well organized establishment of Bamur 
ouJe, and where he served for several yfiars, of 
the humanity and consideration eveiy where ap- 
j^rent in the acts of that government. Why 
may not the exiles and peasants of this place, 
like the people of Barnaoule, be allowed eyexy 
alternate day to themselves ? It would be better 
both for the government and the exiles, if they 
were banished from this world at once, and thp 
expense of their transportation would then bo 
saved. 

, The principal fabric, or Bolshoy Zavod, con- 
tains about four hundred yourtes, and threo 
thousand individuals. No one dwelling, whether 
of public or private property, has even a decenij 
appearance ; they are all in fact huts '• and sueli 
is the sterility of the soil, and such the sevej^^y 
of the climate, that no spar is to be bad .qf 
a greater length than eight or ten feet, and 
even that comes from a great distance, T,he 
situation of this fabric corresponds witli its con- 
dition ; it is in a deep hollow, siurounded by 
high and barren rocks, as bleak and dreary, and 
as inhospitable a place as can be imagined, T|ie 
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allo^^raTiCe to the criminals is on a par with eve*^- 
thing else — it is thirty-six roubles,, equal to 
twenty^seven shillings a year, to procure them 
food, raiment, firing, and lodging. The winters 
are considered as severe as in any other part of 
Siberia; for this its eastern situation will suffi- 
ciently account. The demand for warm clothing 
and firing is by consequence comparatively gi*eat, 
and the climate is in short such, that the fabric^ 
Cannot be worked during the winter. 

Nertchinsk, in all its concerns, reminds rtte 
Ibrcibly of those pathetic descriptions of the 
mines of Siberia drawn by romantic writers ; here 
their ideas are verified ; — yet it cannot be sup- 
posed that the government of the country is so 
lost to fecUng, to humanity, and good policy, as to 
wink at conduct of the kind. They must cer- 
tmnly be ignorant of what is doing, and of what 
the criminals suffer ; yet how then can we ac- 
count for a continuance of such severe treatment 
after the visit of the celebrated Mr. Speranski ? 
This is, indeed, a serious question and charge. 
Since my amval at St. Petersburg, however, I 
have been informed that it is the intention of 
government to give up the establishment at Nert- 
ehinsk altogether, and withdraw the people, a 
determination which I hope originated with Mr. 
Speranski. It is indeed better policy than the 
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ohi systerii of oppression, and yet bad ' 

for the district is highly productive and valnabl^i ’ 
There arc sfaf silver founderies, namely, 
chinsk, Doutcharsk, Koutomarsk, KkaterinindE^ 
Gazimoursk, and Shilkinsk, There is also a new 
foundety, named Petrofsk, for the casting of irbn 
:p?r the use of the silver founderies. The thirteen 
principal mines when worked, produced formerly 
about a million of poods of ore, or three hun- 
dred poods of silver per annum, which is nearly 
one potmd weight of silver for every four thou- 
sand pounds weight of ore. The present propor- 
tion js pne-third less, or from one hundred and 
eighty to two hundred poods of silver per annum, 
besides twenty-five thousand poods of lead, which 
is of no service whatever. When the transport 
of this silver to St. Petersburg by especiad cohi 
ductors and guards is calculated, together t^th 
the maintenance of the establishments at Nerti 
chinsk, and a large military and Cossack ^rce, 
•who must be fed from Irkutsk, I need Scart^^ 
say that the whole is a ruinous as well as criM 
concern. What is half a million of rbubfesr? 
What are twenty-five thousand pounds to the 
Emperor, the produce of forty-eight thbiishiM 
and twenty-seven individuals, or ten shillings 
iivepence jier head per annum, being the ‘yitlue 



e;0r0cted from tjie mines of N^chinsk? T 
foUowing is the population ^ 

Staff Officers t /•••• • ^78 

Uhdassed Officers 699 

Qpayiots in the Mines • • • t • • # M58 

released from labour 1,216 

Bo^s who do or do not receive maintenance from Go- 
vernment • . • i.eii 

/.! '■ i’:' . ' . . . '-f, , 


' Total nude convicts &,06t 

j^emale beanehes of the above .... ... ....... .^ . , , 6,Q9S 

I^^s^ts i^tacbed to the Founderies.... .... .. 4. .. .1,7}^? 

Females, do 18,094 

Grand Total 48,5087 

pjf tihese there are actually but sixteen Jiuuf^ed 
t^o, able-bodie4 men in the mines, and these 
j^e by five hundred and sixtyrfour. % 

f^pr pffipers, and to prevent their secreting gpld, 
sjilver, pr precious stones. 

^though chief and various officers had fhe 
politeness to invite me to some entertainments, 
jiyloeh were to be given in the course of the week, 
I, Reclined them from a feeling of the apparent 
opd real misery so visible everywhere, that ahe^ 
,<oliv«, to any sense of humanity, or kinij fee|ij^> 
^Opuld not fail to contrast the state of tfie ,< two 
e}^s m iffis city of huts. At mc^ con- 
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4jl,ict would only stifle better and more !prai8e» 
worthy thoughts. Even in the dissipation «l a 
li ftlU rnom, I could not discard from my mind 
thp abjc(;t distress and misery every where pje- 
veiling, and I felt it necessary to follow the>ex»^ 
nmplc of Mr. Speranski, who also remained here* 
but one day. I am certain that the goodness jOf 
his Excellency’s heart must have prevented his* 
remuining to witness such a scene. Departing 
for Tsurukhaitouyefsk late in the evening, J arf 
rived early the following morning, the road being 
very good, and the eountry latterly interesting; 
the distance is sixty miles. Tsurukhaitouyefefc 
is a large village, called a fortress, on the baidcs 
of the Argoun, unlike the city and Chief Fabric 
of Nertchinsk. It did my heart good to see Jto^ 
what a state of comparative perfection tlie nur 
merous vegetable gardens arc brought in this in-r^ 
djustrious place; the order, cleanliness, hospitality, 
.and happy .state in which the inhabitants appear 
to live, are too apparent to be passed over in si-, 
lence. They are principally Cossacks, who have 
certain privileges and protections, which cannot 
be infringed; they are, both officei’s and privates), ; 
generally a rich, and generous, and noble people;;! 
in short, the inhabitants, along this line of frontier, 
are all that is understood in the word Cossack.. 
The vicinity abounds in the richest metals and 
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nrinesrals, blit isj as I have sheWii, of ho'gl^t 
value during the present system of policy. I ga# 
a tolerably good collection of minerals in the pos- 
session of an old Russian, who takes great de- 
light in shewing, and being a poor man is na- 
turally desirous to dispose of them, but does rtot 
af^jear to know their value. He demands about 
two hundred and fifty pounds for the collectioiij 
a prodigious sum in that place, but a single spe- 
draen might be worth the money if brought td 
this country. Its weight is one hundred and 
seventy English pounds, and it is composed of sO 
many minerals that he calls it the Mother 6f 
Minerals.” Among other specimens were, an 
amethyst, a noble topaze, an aqua-marine, ohj^x^ 
and several beautiful crystals, besides many thou- 
sands of small specimens. The whole of these 
preeions stones are imbedded in frozen sand, and 
I stfiould think it would require great care and 
difficulty to remove it entire. Of the. Scotcli 
pebbles, the large size, and the beauty of the 
vdns were really astonishing; I made him an" 
offer for one of the specimens, but the old gen tie- 
man- would sell no less than the whole. Being 
introduced to him by the chief of the Cossacks^ 
and’ Upon hearing my name, he remarked that 
he had' read it in the Gazettes, adding, that as 
this world appeared too small for my movements, 
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^pected erp long to hear of my 

We quitted the fortress and resumed our jquih 
ney along the lines ; by midnight we had np^^ 
b|^ thirty miles along a snowless desert pastu^f!.; 
The night was exceedingly cold, and I su^p4 
fronj want of ekercise, being in an open slej^o f 
the thermometer stood at 36®. My companions 
here became alarmed at the difficulties whiph 
presented themselves against our progress, as n^ell 
from the want of snow as from that of horses. 
They consequently determined to return by the 
route they had come ; but for myself, I had long 
made it a settled plan never to go over the,saine 
road while another is practicable, and therefpre 
determined to proceed alone. .Z feU regret at 
parting company with my friends, but it 
have taken place soon, as from their contjivKal 
stoppages for rest and refreshment, X must haye 
determined to out sail them. The quantity , of 
their baggage, with three servants to attend them, 
rendered it also impossible for them , to jk^ep pace 
with, foe '^ho was alone, with a knapsack 
and, indeed, the inconveniences and dffiSKulties 
which afterwards happened to me, {yove^.thP 
prudence of them decision. / ^ 7 ^ 

1 reached Kondou, forty miles, by a fine.rjoad, 
having previously coufo through a sfoaU 
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the -^detOT of which presented me with' h 
mineralogical specimens. Kondou is an andeht^ 
placej and considered to be the same with Tchin- 
daMurukouy, the birth-place of the conqueror of 
CMiia. I saw many remains of large tartar 
OTehs, but nothing that excited iny curiosity So 
mtfeh as an old lady of ninety-three years (tf 
age. She was born in the vicinity of Nertchinsfc, 
and was now not only in the full possession of 
all her feculties, but in strong health, and cd* 
pable of attending to the cares of her house and 
family. I had a most excellent dinner prepared 
fin* me by her own hands, and left her highly 
gratified, to pursue* my journey over the im- 
mense pasture, passing through droves of three 
or four thousand horses. The countty became 
mttre sterile, but somewhat more elevated as I 
reached an hospitable dwelling on the river Bor- 
gie, and then the Fortress of Tchindat, situ- 
ated near the little river Onons, which cofl- 
tains sixty dwellings, a party of Cossacks, and 
nothing besides. At four miles from it I passed 
through a large village of Russian t^culturistsr; 
who live here free from all the cares of tHO 
Worldj but those of the tax-gatherers, a^hift 
whose extortions I heard bitter complaints; The 
i^ing of com appears to be pursued with gOme 
difficulty, hut success attends the breeding of 
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cattle. The inhabitants I have found civil, hosp 
pitable, and obliging, when properly applied to, 
but otherwise both ignorant and obstinate. 

At the next place I was attended by a CJos- 
sack, and a guard of honour was mounted, and a 
sentinel placed at ray door to await niy orders. 
The repoits were also made to me, and with this 
increase of apparent importance, I continued -my 
route until I reached the half-way village between 
the fortresses of Tchindat and Kharinsky, almost 
shaken to pieces from bad roads, and a wor^ 
vehicle, a common and open tel%a,— the total 
absence of snow rendering it necessary to pro- 
ceed with wheels. To the south, the hills b^n 
to make their appearance, and of course offer 
inducement to look about after the late dearth* 
of scenery. I here met with the first Tongoiuian 
Cossacks. They subsist on a salary of six rouldes, 
or four shillings and sixpence, a year, without 
bread or clothing, yet is a sword held up by 
these half-naked wretches. They are in genersd 
a miserable set, but more particularly so at this 
moment, when their occupation prevents their 
going in search of fish, game, or furs. I found 
them contented, and even a happy people, if 
possessed of a couple of cows or horses. The 
Cossacks treat them well, and feed many of them, 
whom they employ as servants ; nothing will in- 
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dttce them, however, to pass a night in a hoop 
so long as they have their own miserable yourte 
to go to. Indeed, I recollect one of the chiefs 
GOBfk’asting the wholesome, free, and fresh air, 
which pervaded his yourte, to the. stifled heat of 
arhouse : I think he was right in his choice. 

t in all the villages I had lately passed, along 
these lines, there was nothing but lamentations ^ 
a veteran battalion, which had been stationed 
there for twenty years, was ordei-ed to the go^ 
vemment of Tomsk, distant about two thousand 
five hundred miles; the women and children 
couki not accompany them. Their only riehes 
consisted in a comfortable dwellings a y^tabln 
garden, and possibly a cowi witli tliese tliey lived 
contmit and happy : now they will be sold fijr aj 
trifle to the Cossacks who remain. The. case Js,, 
indeed, a very hard one, but admits of no re^ 
dress. 

, from the village of Khirring the scenery, im" 
|9?oveS) the soil assumes a dark mouldy appear^ 
auee, and a good many corn-fields are scattered 
about. The river Onons runs along the valleyi 
which now formed my route; in descending q)^, 
of the lulls the horses took fright, and got;;the> 
better of the driver, who foolishly enough tprued, 
them down instead of up the hill, and thus nob 
only upset, but broke the vehicle to pieces ; a?;, 
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I Scaped unhurt, though almost tinirtini<> 
bitelyi We crossed the horses with the b^^tge 
lashed upon them, and reached a village all safe, 
distant ten miles from the scene of the aeddfSat. 
There I found an economical granary, upopfia 
plan which might be well copied by ther 
Intants of more civilized countries. jEvery head 
of a family ^ees to reserve a certain proportiem 
of his ‘^ain for the consumption rf the foUon^ing 
year, in the event of a scarcity. It has only 
this difference ^om the savings banks in £ng* 
imid,' that in the one case it is to prevent iufatfe 
ft.mine, and in the other, future poverty. Upon 
my Journey to Mogoitou, I was again upset,iaiid 
mearly dashed to pieces 4 the horses . going down 
a steep hill, set off at full speed, and baiilied the 
dtiv^, myself, and baggage, down the d^ol^t 
at a wonderful rate ; again, however, Froyidenee 
protected me, and the accident had no disastroits 
(Sequence. The horseS;t it seems, are aware 
thW winter is not yet over, and they do not hke 
to be so early put to wheeled vehicles,' The?e 
has Seldom been known a winter in which thi^ 
W|is so great a want of snow, not even the bills 
retaining a vestige of it. The misfortunes of 
^us day operated upon me so powerfally,^? it 
bfeing my wife’s birth-day, 24th January*‘ 
that I determined no longer to defy 
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‘ and acctnrditigly tam the night. I <ha4 
bver a hilly and well-wooded countty iof 
eonsiderable cultivation, as also towards Asheng- 
liinskyj the fortress most south-east of any :On 
''this line of the frontiers between China and 
'^RdSsia^ The distance to Ashenghinsky is thirty 
' miles ; it is, like Tchindat and Tsurukhaitouyd&k, 
>ft*fortress containing sixty Cossacks and an officer, 
Mwho is brother to the commandants of those other 
fortresses. » The village of Ashengliinsky is plea- 
santly situated^ and no person is peranitted to 
live beyond it. Betwixt that j^htce and Kiakhta 
are two or three other fortr^ses, but no 
ieommvmication between them except by the foot 
nof the mountains which divide the two, empii^s 
Of China and Russia. The whole distance to 
ifQakhta is five hundred miles, which cannot 
be^ on horsebadc with the same 

hordes in less than ten days. I had not so much 
Spate time, and therefore reluctantly, retraced 
'ihy Steps to Mogoitouj with the design of getting 
fipdn the great route, one hundred miles from 
“Tehitta, and thence to Kiakhta, which I calcn- 
' fiitted could be done in four or five days. The 
Zoning was passed in celebrating my 
*birtlWay, with a good supper and a glasSi Of 
^uych{ my hostj however, had takmt it for 
gtmited that I was a bachelor. 
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Next morning I departed and overtook al^ut 
a hundred of the veteran battalion, who hp4 
been stationed upon the southern parts of. Ijhe 
lines. I could not help smiling at the , offieert 40 
command as he jmt his head, enveloped in a nigljlf 
cap, out of a cart to salute me; he was f)es44ss 
wrapped up in furs of various sorts and . coloisU’s, 
I recollected that when I served in Canada witfe 
seamen,,! considered it as shameful to ride. wlp^fi 
the sailors walked, for I did not consider: myself 
as a judge of their fatigues or sufferings, with?; 
out thus partaking of them ; I shall, however, 
offer an excuse for this officer, who had certainly 
passed his grand climacteric. The road was 
sandy and stony, and hut little j^asture tO: be 
seen, yet the valleys presented scenes of interest. 
The little river Onons runs along the main valley, 
which is miserably inhabited by Kaskolniks or 
Polish schismatics. At one hundred miles I 
reached the Ingoda river, over a poor and sterile 
district which does not even afford post-houses ; 
and, being without any attendant or Cossack, I 
found great difficulty in getting on. The people 
were not only uncivil, but inhospitable, so, rapich 
so, that we frequently passed stations qr villages 
without receiving any food, a circumstance I the 
more felt, as with the real Russians or aborigines 
I had always lived in clover. The carts here-. 
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abbiits caniiot go ten miles without some ac- 
cident, and it re^juires no little ingenuity to 
rqjair them upon the road, so as to enable the 
ttaveller to reach the next station. Upon re- 
gaining the river Ingoda, we were again in the 
vidnity of snow, which enabled me to have re- 
course to the sledge, the safest and most comfort- 
able way of travelling. I thus reached Tchitta 
early in the morning, where I found all bustle 
and confusion, awaiting the arrival of one of the 
most amiable inen I know, namely, the Governor 
of Irkutsk, Mr. Tzedler. I almost revetted 
meeting his Excellency, as it kienied only to 
part with him, and yet I could never have 
quitted Siberia without saying adieu to that man 
and that family, whom in all Asia I most loved, 
and to whom I am so much imlebted for ' kind- 
ness and friendship. May health and happiness 
evCT attend both him and his ! My route to- 
wards "V^erchney Udinsk was' not marked by any 
thing peculiar; I moved along at a quick rate, 
till in crossing the dreary and stony steppe, the 
vehicle was knocked to pieces, there being no 
snow upon the ground, and I was consequently 
compelled to walk the rest of the way. 

I reached Verchney Udinsk late in the evening, 
and waited upon the town-major, after which I 
determined to visit the hot-baths that I might Ind 
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adieu'tp the female part of the ff)V€thofi 
Having procured a Co^ck and siedgc, I dfep^- 
^\at‘ midnight, and the next evehmg t^aScdit® 
the^ baths, distant one hundred and' ^ thirtj^' 
iqil^j hut oh what sort of road, ot' hvel* .vHiat 
sort of country, I was ‘ perfectly i^orant,’ thtij^d 
having quite incapacitated me from noticihgl' ’ I 
was most kindly received by the ladies, and iri- 
duced to stay a day with them, during yvhith 
X inspected the baths, hospitals, &c. which 1 
found upon a tolerably good plan, with ihattj^ 
conveniences. The water of the baths ihay tfe 
tempered from* 160“ downwards t they hre 
strongly recommended for the cure of aH dhra^ 
nic and rheumatic diseases, and are prhVetbiM 
for the cure of that disease which may hc 
the plague of the peninsula. There is ' littf6 
difference IxJtwcen those of Malka in KaihV- 
chatka and these ; both are sulphureous. Th'^l'b 
are many springs, the largest of which is tw6 
feet square and one deep ; a thiek dense 3fbg 
continually hovers over the place, which I think 
contributes to the facility with which the fiiifi 
vegetables appear to be raised. An overseer fe 
appointed to look after the buildings, receive tfib 
rents, and keep a journal; he has a few work^- 
men under his directions, and with the excellent 
accoininodal.ions of his own, a sort of boarding- 
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, ^Ito^ther, a conrfor^ 
i^, highly picturesque, being but 
U^|i^, j^iQ ,^<e lake Baikhal, which is seen in all 
i|;§ , UpfghfjiiQenpe fronj a little emuience at thjs 
^psp^tal f rpundj ia 

l;|ii^y Wf^e<h and provisions are not oe^. ’ It 
^ dii^te4 by the colon^'gpvernihent at little or 
UU P^pense to them, yet it is a pleasaift reswi^ 
<^uring the months of March and AprU, after the 
fair of Kiakhta, when all the rooms and cottage^ 
public and private, are crowded with merchants 
,^d their families. 

, ,.,J[ imprudently continued in a bath for a 
of an hour, and made myself Veiy 
:i^je^,,yet persisted in immediately retracing iiSy 
^t^ps to Verchney Udinsk, having bid adieu to 
my ;kind ami amiable friends. My route lay 
though a thick forest, to the borders of the Baih- 
ha^'^er which I coasted along the outer edge 
of the ice for eighteen miles, a distance easily 
perfornjed in one hour and a half, thence through 
a., thick forest of lofty pine-trees. The beauty 
of ; the., route is surprising, and is the work of 
the .late governor 'I'reskin. I passed at a pro- 
digious rate, along the picturesque but TyelJ" 
fenced banks of a mountain ; the horses WeW 
excellent, the drivers a set of fellows equally 
accustomed to whip and be whipped, — i. e. a 
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desperate crew of convicts, sent here for ^liis 
express service. After midnight, my route l^y 
over numerous lakes, some of them of so poison- 
ous a nature, that irtany of the convicts .lost 
their lives while forming the road a few, ye^ 
a^. Ducks, geese, and other birds cannot live 
after drinking of the water, though it appears 
that swans offer an effectual resistance to the 
poison. I saw many of them swimming upon 
the principal lake; for, whether from fear or 
superatition, they are never distm’bed by the in-, 
habitants. This journey was rendered very un- 
pleasant from the sujKirior respect which my 
Cossack paid to his own comforts, monopolizing, 
nearly the whole of the cart, and snoring in . such - 
a mapner as effectually to prevent myself as well ^ 
as the driver and horses from’ getting any rest 
whatever. The inhabitants upon this by-road 
are regular Russian schismatic convicts, and a, 
more Tyburn-like set I never beheld. Woe, ^ 
him, either in person or pocket, who travels, as 
I did, without prepared provisions: gencanlly 
they are too obstinate to sell any thing, and 
when they do, will charge five hundred per cent.^ 
upon articles of necessity; sooner than give which, 

I at many villages went wie food. 

Upon the river Etamza I made fifteen miles, 
when I entered upon the Selenga at its conflux 
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W'i(h the latter river. The morning was vfcry 
cold arid windy, and almost too severe to allow 
our progress at any rate, but my anxiety to get 
on, backed by a dram of spirits to the drivei*^, 
induced them to continue, and I for the fourth 
time reached Verchney Udinsk, the latter part 
of the scenery bring lofty and well wooded. My 
reports having been delivered to the several 
chiefs, I dined with them, and then departed for 
Kiakhta, one hundred and fifty miles distant, 
the first twenty-five of which were over the 
mountains, jrassing through a large village of one 
hundred peasants’ dwellings. The road thence 
proving very indifferent, I descended the steej) 
banks of the Selenga, pursuing my route along 
the river, and reached in good time the mission^ 
station. The inhabitants had been expecting mie 
for many days, not imagining that I would cross 
the country, or proex^ed beyond the Bolshoy 
Zavod, which to them appeared impossible, 

I breakfasted with these devout gentlemen, 
and then proceeded for Kiakhta, the first station, 
to which was twenty miles along the SelengR. 
The route is at present dangerous, the river 
having given way under the numerous loaded 
waggons which crossed a tender part of the ice 
at a time when the thennometer had shewn for 
two days 2" of heat. Along the Selenga, passing 
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through forty miles of dreary scenery, with only 
a few miserable villages to be seen, I reached the 
point where the road turns off from the river ; and 
that which leads to the Chinese frontiers is con- 
tinued over a more open, wooded^ and, of course, 
interesting country. On reaching Kiakhta, the 
hills rise in a commanding manner, spreading ptii 
in various directions, and forming beautiful but 
unproductive valleys. Every thing, in short, de- 
notes a frontier situation, and something seemed 
to say, that here were the limits of two mighty 
empires. 



^ f CHAPTER Xy. . ^ 

‘r : •• ; .-. ... 

jKisUita-^Cliutchic— Selenginsk — Irkutsk — The Angara— 
Niskney Udinsk — ^Illan — Krasnojarsk — Yenisseisk — The 
, Black River — Atcliinsk — Bogotova — Kemtchiega — Pfe- 
recoule — ^Tomsk — ^I'ashieka — Tchien— Kainsk — Barafahi* 
tsky Steppe — Vosnesensk — Yalanka — Zavolgalka — 

■ Omsk., 

The barracks and storehouses upon the banks 
of the little brook Kiakhta, lK€ore the entry of 
the fortress, so called, have a pleasing appear- 
ance. This is a neat and regidarly built town, 
with four hundred and fifty houses, and four 
thousand inhabitants, a larger pro|X)rtion to each 
dwelling than is probably to be foiuid in any other 
part of the Russian empire. The little brook, of 
its own name, serves as the boundary of China 
and Russia, upon the right bank of w^ch the 
fortress stands. Kiakhta is considered healthy, 
although the water is not good ; but for the more 
wealthy inhabitants, this essential article of sub- 
sistence is brought at a considerable expense 
from a distance of two miles, and fire-wood 

' ■ tr 

from a distance of twenty. The soil is so jwor 
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thnt, 4 ’yieu coin wii vegetables mfe with 

district of Kiakhta is governed to^jwh#t, Js T 

^ directoiy who has also the adrainishr^v 
tio^ -of the cus$oint4k>hse de^ and unites 

in bis own person, the judicial, political* mUitaiyr 
and commercial superintendancc. The two £(»• 
iner offices are subject to a revision from Ir- 
kutsk, but the latter are dependent only up<m 
the approbation of the Cabinet. The situation 
of the director is one of gieat importance and 
trust, as well as of considerable ]iersonal emolu- 
ment. The present officer has held it twelve or 
thirteen years, during which time he has doubt- 
less, had the means of amassing a most princely . 
fortune, if his inclination lay that way; he is, 
however, not yet disposed to quit his command,- : 
and appeared tome to be a most honourable, int^i . 
ligent, and indefatigable servant of the Emperor. ;r : 

Kiakhta, I have already said, is a regular, : 
bujlt town, but beyond this it can never reach, 
so long as the jealousy and envious policy of the ; 
Chinese are maintained. No stone buildings ate, , 
allowed to lie erected, except only a church fear 
public wOTship; and though situate in a dreary 
sterile basin, it possesses many comforts. Bey<md 
the fortress ,and immediately opposite to Maimatr*- 
chin is the town of commerce now called Old 
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KWfchiji/' tW^' I’esMence only of the 

f 9 

no officer nor stranger being permitted to sleep'^*"' 
itf^ahldMidg to'iifti 'artide^^^tli^ ilf 

ertfpii<esi* ‘-4; visited' ©Id K^kh^ irfi^^ny 
oim*iofitheinol^¥ee|^thblfe' 
tothie‘V^tt<^df the-diWc^ftr/'Bnd'fe^^ it'tb cbh- 

taiM ‘forty-five dwellihgsj’ ‘ many of Which' are Veiy 
superior edificcs, and have within them veTy 
stores*- Under the countenance of the same rb- ' 
spiretable merchant, I continued my route towards 
thh' Chinese fortress, for so it is called, distant 
about two hundred fathoms from the old toU^* ' 
of Kiakhta; Of all the celebrated places I have " 
seeiii'^and which have nothing to support theiif" 
cel^Jrity,: Maimatchin is the most eminent. 'It 
is aismhll, ill-built, mild town, with four nan*bw,“' 
miidi"paved streets, running at right angles, coii- 
taihi%,* during the fair, from twelve to fifteen 
hundred (men and boys, for the female sex arc 
prohibited. The houses are without wjndows, 
and’ there is a total absence of eveiy thing that 
can 'interest even the most igtiorant or careless. 
Sueli then IS Mainiatchin, which reminded me 

■■■ 's ‘I 

miftA'bfvtHe old Moorish towns in the south of' 
Spain and Portugal, and of those situate along the 
northern coast of Africa. The absence of windofW^ ’ 
towards ' the street may be pardonable, as at least 
not Mseliievous, but to the absence of the fair sex 
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k > naaioly attrj|)Utable , that drpacUiiJI, , 
fwhicb is smd to; pervade all ranks of; sp^ty 
apong them. The streets, as well asit^d^eij- 
ii^i are dean ; the iMter are approaehe^ J))^,a 
narrow court, on each side of which are the stqi^ 
houses. In the centre of this oblong square js 
the actual residence where the Chinese live, eat, 
think, smoke, sleep, and carry on their business, 
and it is divided into two apartments. The first 
isjappropiated to the sale of goods, which are 
&ntastically displayed; and fires, candles, brass 
■stovesj and ovens, meet the eye at every corner, jn 
^ Centre, or wherever the person may be who 
wishes to light his pipe. The other apartment ,k 
appropriated to the guests for eating, drinking, 
^c. and difiers from the first, in having a raised 
platform, which sciwes for a bed or dining place ; 
upon this, during the day, the blankets, pillows> 
and cushions are neatly rolled up and orna- 
mentally arranged. The fixtures of both apart- 
ments, which are richly prepared, are of maho- 
gany brightly polished. 

1 paid my respects to halt'-a-dozcn of the pm- 
cipal Chinese merchants, some of whom are . weU 
versed in the Russian language. I was cyery 
where received with affability and hospitality* ; 
tea, liqueurs, dried fruits, cakes, punch and segars 
were immediately placed before me, and much 
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sefenied to be excited at finding aA Eng> 
llidifhan in that distant part of their empire, 
wASf askkl if I had been at Canton, and on ffe- 
plying in the negative, was recommended to go 
th^re. The EngUsh, 1 w told^ carried on a 
vast trade at that port, and that as- 1 had come so 
far to see such a vile place as Mairaatchin, I could 
easily go and see Canton ^ I found these Chinese 
extremely courteous and communicative, but they 
Were much distressed when I told them that I 
ejiiployed a Chinese servant at Irkutsk. They 
tjould not understand how one of their celestial 
descendants could think of living in the lkis> 
sian empire. The fact was that Captain Rikord 
had a Chinese servant who went from CanUm 
to' Kamtehatka expressly to serve him; he had 
b^n in London some time aAd was a good ser- 
vant, speaking various languages, and would 
veiy gladly have followed me to England.- 
^ey have lanterns placed at regular distances, 
and lighted at a proper time, and cotton and 
silken bags, false bells, and 'other absurdities hang 
about the exterior of their dwellings. I visited 
thOir temple, which, notwithstanding its idolatrous 
purpose, has much of the Romish character aboitt 
it. I saw no images of female saints, but num- 
bers of gigantic men and hoi-ses, and the whtde 
Was evidently the same sort of glittering, carved, 
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and gilded wdi’k, as the inost -tAiWliy 
church or chapel can boast. The Chiciese'^elnb 
]:4esi however, have this difference, - that Hrbftli 
Valuables are not to be seen : neither gol4 ’SilveH* 
nor jewels, nw even the seniblarioe of the^^ 
being' pliifced about-their iinages#* I do ntM kiSSO^ 
whether this is the case in other parts of Ghirial^ ’ 
There is no fortress nor defence to Maimatchiir^ 
though from three to five hundred souls remain^te ' 
the village during the spring, summer, and -ahi'* 
tnmn. Trade continues during the whole of die 
year, and there is no ceremony oliserved Oti * 
eitlier side on entering the Russian or Chinese ^ 
villages. The best understanding exists, ’kttd^ 
each party alternately entertains the other. ^ 
this moment, the Chinese are employed iii cardS^' 
draughts, chess, drinking, dancing, and sin^igfif*^ 
In the month of February is their chief ibs^^V< 
being what is termed the White Months or 
lieginning of their new year. The pfinclj«i|j 
feasts last three days, that is, from the d^ btefeard s 
to the day after the full moon, and then the 
commences. The Russian chief also give^'<a:: 
fea.st to the chief Mandarin, and the principal ‘ 
Chinese. v 

In reply to a question I put to one of the mer- 
chants, I was told that the distance from Kiakhta 
to Pekin is one thousand five hundred tniles^;^ 
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a cjQurier can go in ten days, althouj^l 
itji^akcs UtUty days for the merchants with theh-v 
^aods.’ , ,1 was informed also that it is about oiH^f 
thouasmd r miles from Kiakhta .to the frontiers of 
(^ima Propel’, and that the road is across the 
lidioji^lian, a well peopled territoi’y. The Mon- 
gols are only so far dependent upon the Ghinese^i 
as ; to permit them to pass and repass in their 
country unmolested, being paid for the hire of; 
the horses, &c. 

. {For an account of the trade of Kiakhta and 
the manner of carrying it on, and which is a. 
mere - matter of exchange or baitei’, as not the 
stnallest credit even for a moment is given by the - 
CMnese, although it is by the Russians,! may 
r^br . my readers to Mr. Cox’s very valuable 
W<^k, The mode of trafficking is there aceu- 
Vj^itely 4esciibed, the work and risk still falling 
upep r the Russians; the latter sending their 
goods- In the first instance, and then receiving 
tbehf tea^ &c. The chief articles of import into 
R^sia are teas, cottons, nankeens, silks, and 
good: satins, a considerable quantity of rhubarb, 
many * articles of curiosity and ingenuity, and 
some trinkets. The exports from Russia are in 
general furs, i. e. foxes, sables, river and sea- 
otters, wild cats, beavers, and millions of squii’- 
rels. The lightness, wairath, durability, and 
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ch6aij^6^ of the latter, have 
favourite with the Cliinese; and it Is lOhuwkahla) 
that the ' most rare and valuable' flora do iiot feteftf 
a* ‘good “ price with ‘the Ohines^ aa ’th^ pofeitt 
the worst and most ‘cotnmon. 
most valuable are sold at ‘Moscow ahd^>NisliiM^i 
Novgorod for the use of the Rui^am, ■'IFuiltsli 
atad Persians. A laige quantity of whollen dOtii^ 
and copper money are also exported, and isftchjl 
upon the whole, is the trade between -iMsifMf 
and China, that it yields a clear revenue ‘of aboirti 
seven millions of roubles, or three hundred! oiict 
dfty thousand pounds per annum, a sum- whicio 
in Russia is equivalent to three mUlions^iil iEngif 
land. The exports and imports are averaged] 
at thirty millions of roubles, or a million <and>ia; 
half sterling. Last year three millions- of pounds! 
of tea were imported into Russia, but 'this .f4ad 
the tea, as indeed other trade, is far ftnnv brisii'j 


There is an immense stock of furs in hMidfiand 
this surjdus is caused by 'the war between riid 
Greeks and Turks. Forty sables, whitdi and 
commonly averaged at eight hundred “foimfes^ 
win now scarcely fetch three hundred and fiftyU 


The Chinese know this, and are 
upon the war alluded to. 


actually feed^ 


I returned from the Chinese town late in th^> 


evening, imd enjoyed two days in the society; 
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hospkafityi ' and friendship: of the Accouratpc^^, 
(tlUut dB,4?the peculiarly c(Hn%ct) chief.; The prftfj 
piriety and decorum visible in the establishment, qfi 
tfais jgentiemaii, the accomplishments of , his very 
atanableKladyi iand the ^iperior education hist 
infiME^tihinUy, arei of more yalue^ and tN 
interesting, than any thing else I had seen. i|^ 
Kiakhta. : Among other instances of attentive- 
Undness on the part of the chief, Lmay mention-: 
my having been presented with a curious mqj- 
of the Chinese Empire, with. Russian notes, and, 
which. will be found, by those who are desiroua- 
oftceeingiit, in the British Museiun, to which 
presented it. Provisions are dear, bread fifleei^ 
{tence for fwty pounds, meat one penny a pounds 
and other things in proportion. The merchant!^, 
live wdl,' and evince an air of lilierality and good 
faith, which I have not seen with people of their, 
dass in other parts of Siberia or Russia; some 
of ! them are immensely rich, having ■ settled here ■ 
from Moscow, Kazan, Tobolsk, Irkutsk, Wologda, 
Kalouga, and Nishnqy Novgorod. One of them, 
a Mr. Siberikoff, belot^ng to. Irkutsk, and who 
has-been three times elected mayor, has lately, 
ojpened a new and splendid residence to hi|« 
friends, the bare walls of which cost two hW--, 
dred thousand roubles. The whole expenses, 
including its magnificent furniture from Euroi)e, 
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will, it is $ai4 cost liim at least 
sand pounds, a prodi^ous sum for m ' 
ii^jSilbenav < 

Haying seen all that I thought interesth^ tin * 
and about Kiakhta, 1 quitted it upon the thhrd; 
dajr. : My route lay along the riglH bank nfi t^e 
Sdenga, a rich pasture level, interspersed; with 
Buriat villages, whose inhabitants received me- 
with every distinction and obsequiousness, , in ' 
consequence of my Mongolian passport. At forty 
miles I crossed the little river Jackoy, and, coast- , 
ing it for twenty miles, reached a laige Ru3sian> 
vUlage, Cliutchie, containing one hundred: houses^, 
and near live hundied inhabitants. The soil had 
in general been sandy, and there was a good deal/, 
of pine-wood on it. Being in an open cart, fj;!.: 
suffered much from a strong cold wind, but par^^v 
sisted in continuing my route that I might 0# ^ 
be too late* for the Avinter road from IrkutsH^vr 
the middle of the night I was overtuinedjfbnjt to 
these occurrences I had of late become , so ;ao(ni|r> . 
tomed, that I scarcely noticed it, beyond feelt;* 
ing thankful for another fortunate escape. The ? 
latter part of the journey was over a lully and I 
sterile country, yet pastming many flocks of sheep? 
and goats, aiipertaining to some Buriats, who are . 
rich in this neighbourhood. Early in the morn- 
ing, after ii cold and unpleasant night, with the 
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tiMtHtonieter at 300 of frost, I reached bn^ 
niM^' «Sd * for the last time, the al)ode of th^ 
missionaries. A dram, a hearty breakfast, ahtf 
a trefcome, soon made amends f<^r 

aB>my diaastem^ . ■ ; . ^ 

©feihg Sandayv 'I* the sole auditor of a lonj^ 

and' extemporary sermon, from Isa. xli. 10. “ Fea#' 
thon riot* for I am with thee.” It was the ‘ 
I had listened to for three years, and was, there- 
forei doubly acceptable. The text was remark^ 
ably appropriate, and the discourse directly ad* 
verted’ to the protection I had received from' 
above 'diiring^ my past and yet unfinished pil- 
gnltta^. After divine service I partook of a' 
fa^weB-idinner, and bade adieu to these worthy^ * 
aiid 'zealous missionaries, regretting only that 
a More active and more useful station had hbt 
been asrigned to their present unpretending and 
important bccupation. 

I visited a small dock-yard in which vessels' 
are built on an island at the junction of the 
JackOy and Selenga, and which are employed 
to transport the merchandize from Kiakhta to 
Ii^tsk, and down the Angara to the Tongoti- 
ska* &c. From what I saw, I shoxdd term them 
clumsy and heavy gaUiots. 

I heard with surprise and regret, upon my 
arrival at the town of Selengiusk, that my tra- 
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j,^mpanions, tlie post-ipsp^ois,^^||j^ 
jg^^ed through on thieir yfay ^ 
o^t staying for nn adieu. They^ 

and probaWy feared the ,€!ff<^ ; ^ -f 
serropn. I took the summer roi^ to Yehchptgr 
IZdipsk* whirfi is from the right j ba*^ 

of the river sonje m^es; it is a sandy 

country, well wood^ with pine, On reaching 
Verchney early in the morning, I found all Imatle 

’ jf 

and anxiety to sec their new Governor-.general. 
The officers appeai’ed to me to be suspended 
tetween hope and fear, and I coiild not help 
finding to see their guilty consciences fully de^ 
picted in their faces. Being well assined 
his Excellency’s arrival would take place tba 
Allowing day, I determined to await it, ,tp eX" 
pre^s my acknowledgments for his kindness and 
Cgnsideration. , 

In the mean time, I found good quarters 

^xcellqnt society at the abode of the Okrpiyenpy 
chief and his young bride. The (jovernpr-gene-, 
ral anived as I had predicted^ witjj all his nume-, 
rpus staff. Ills Ej^cellency’s plain dealing 
honest speaking soon put the whole city in per-? 
turbatiou. Very few compliinents passed, and I 
believe his Excellency will be, though more dis- 
liked, as long reraerabered and respected for his 
integrity, as the late Governor-general Mr. Spe- 
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' for the present chief, like his pt'dife- 
e^Or, has’ struck at the roots, as well as lopp^^ 
the branches^ of corruption. His Excellency 
pears determined to put down those abuses: 1 
fear, however, the task will prove difficult, unless 
the situations of the officers are made more re- 
spectable than they are at present ; for certainly 
at present they have not the means of living 
comfortably or according to their rank. 

I departed for Irkutsk, and re-crossed the 
Baikhal, where I purchased a couple of silvery 
seals’ skins, or phoca Siberica, which are nume- 
rous in the lake, and consequently set aside the 
aidom of Pliny. I reached Irkutsk safely on the 
hibming of the 7th of February, having been 
ekactly one month absent. Having refreshed 
myself a little, I commenced preparing for my 
departure towards Europe, which I hoped to 
reach by a sledge-road. Society had lost every 
charm in Irkutsk; the ladies, the militaiy, and 
the most respectable merchants were either gone 
to the fair of Kiakhta, or to the hot baths. I 
took possession of ray old quarters, and became, 
as it were, master of the house. Here I had the 
pleasure of receiving a long and highly compli- 
mentary letter from Sir Charles Bagot, a pleasure, 
indeed, far too great to be described. 

Upon the evening of the 1 0th of February 
N 2 



» ISO FACTORY NEAR IRKUTSK. 

'Sndw fell in ; ip’ent quantities, and I copseqn^iltif 
'^efk^ed the next morning, with tears* Qfriregrft 
^at c^ittihg a place where I had been 80 Goi!dia% 
hhd respectfully entertained. If on my wtipn 
I experience similar good fortune, 1 shall indeed 
•have cause to rejoice ; and if my expenses from 
hence to' Moscow be as small as to this place,,! 
•may be termed a most economical traveller ; ; for 
from thence to Iiicutsk, a distance of about tliree 
thousand five hundred miles in a direct line, it 
cost me only thirty-two roubles, or twenty-five 
shillings ; a sum which also included the purcliase 
•of tobacco. 

Late in the evening I reached the ^ass and 
cloth manufactory belonging to the Emperor, dis- 
tant forty miles from Irkutsk. The cloth, pro- 
duced from this factory, is of a stout and coarse 
kind, and of a greyish colour, and is destined to 
the use of the Siberian army. The glass is, in gene- 
ral, of a greenish colour, but both manufactories 
are considered to be in a thriving condition. Its 
commandant depends upon the private cabinet nf 
the Em|)eror, and b in no respect subservient to 
the Gfovenior-general of Irkutsk. I had crossed 
the Angara, with its fertile plain, and had vipw- • 
ed the dbtant hills to the right, with .a radbn- 
choly to which I had not of . late been accustomed, 
after which my route lay over a well wooded 
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Ivitli neat and {topuloixs villages at 
■ teh' and’ twelve miles^ besides numbers inhab^ad 
try Buriats off the high road, at the distaoce of 
tw6 and three miles. The weather was cold, but 
the road being very fine, we were not Iwig in 
reaching Nishney Udinsk, which we did m the 
morning of the 13th of February, in a frost of 33®. 

Nishney Udinsk is a large but scattered town 
situated on the right bank of the Uda, which 
Tails into the Yenissei. The people weie , mostly 
drunk, and I was consequently detained for some 
time. The town-major, who is the progeny of 
a cockney shoemaker and a butcher’s daughter*, 

■ amused me greatly, by shewing me his aflSWavits 
and indentures, bearing the signature of Sir R|i- 
chard Carr Glyn, the then Lord Mayor. He^is 
strongly marked with the characteristics of his 
cockney ancestry. It was at tliis place that the 
most unbridled tyranny and extortion were prac- 
tised about three year’s since, by the Ispravrrick, 
who Was seized and conveyed away under a 
strong' guard, by order of Mr. Speranski, aod 
still remains in prison. He was so great a siip- 
pleton as to keep his riches in his owrr dwelling, 
and all wer-e consequently confiscated. Inde(^, 
such were the abuses in this commissariat, 
that the Govemor^eneral was a fortnight em- 
ployed in hearing grievances. Irr those times no 
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ope, not even an officer, or civilian, could 
through the city without a Cossack for uffieas 
a toll were paid, robbery was certain afiterwfards 
to take place, a regular band being em^yed for 
that puipose. Nor ain I aware, nor have I any 
reason to believe, that there is much difference 
betwixt its then and its present state. 

From Udinsk 1 descended a difficult pass, at 
a tremendous rate. Under any other circum- 
stances, I should certainly have preferred slower 
travelling, but the wretched disposition of the 
people reconciled me to the danger. I reached 
the large village of Ilian, and the still larger 
village of Ingashe, where regularity, clednlinesst 
and propriety, are more conspicuous than in siny .v 
other place that I have ever seen. Many of tht^e 
villages contain from one hundred and fifty to ' 
two hundred dwellings. No horse, cow!, or dog, 
no cart, or dirt of any kind is allowed to remain 
in the street a moment. When a vehicle stops , 
with passengers or travellers, it must remain at 
the back of the dwelling, and the street being 
thus clear, the travelling vehicles pass throng the 
village with a wonderful rapidity, without any 
fear of consequences. 

I had now reached the frontier town of the 
government of Irkutsk, ^the inhabitants of which 
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afllibrilr’ td sik 'liuirdrdd and -fifty thousand, Ifi'- 
tWo hundred thousand in the goVtaW-; 
nii^ts of Yakutsk, Okotsk, and Kamtchatkai 
The ^tuttbfer of convicts is ei^imated at froth ten 
to twelve thousand— many of them are allowed 
to work for their oWn benefit, as is the case in 
most of these villages on the frontier line. The 
children of these convicts become what may be 
tenUed crown peasants, the sins of the fathers 
being thus truly visited upon the children, unto 
eveiy succeeding generation. 

The. government of Irkutsk is most extensive, 
occupying a breadth, from east to west, of two 
thhttsand miles, and a difference of latitude equ^ 
td One thousand two hundred, which averages not 
rilOtU than one person to every four square mile^. 
niis'part of the world is, however, so mpidly iih- 
proving, that although it is little more than two 
years and a half since I passed this road, I can 
scOTCely recognize the same places. Commissa- 
riats have become governments, towns have 
taken the rank of cities, villages are called towns, 
arid where there were no dwellings, there are now 
mahy hamlets. This might hastily be attributed 
to the increase of crime, but this is not the cause : 
it is owing to the transplanting of people to the 
v iciriit y of the new goveniment from the sterile 
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•^Ids 'of' as well as to ‘‘the''a»irtval;iof 

soMio^eonvicts, or in the same ratio as the abori- 
ghtes may be said to decrease. ‘ f * ^ 

i i Upon entering the government of Yenissekifcj I 
directed my route to Kanskoi, situate on the left 
bank of the river Kan^ the Styx of Siberia. My 
old friend the schoolmaster had changed his abode, 
a circumstance which I much regretted. My route 
thence lay over a fruitful com and pasture country, 
with a good deal of fine scenery, until I reached 
the vicinity of Krasnoyarsk, when it becamc/^more 
dreary and sandy. I reached this new capital of a 
new province at midnight in very cold weathCT, and 
was glad to get into comfortable quarters as ’((fell 
as to escape from the ruffian set of convicts who 
compose the inhabitants of many of the villages, all 
of which are in a most disgraceful, mean, an4 slo- 
venly condition. No spark of emulation is discerni- 
ble in the character of the people of this province. 
This, ifo doubt, arises from want of encouragement 
on the pai’t of the chiefs and visiting officers ; but 
indeed the state of the police, and tlie attention 
shewn at the post-houses in the government of 
Irkutsk, make the negligence in other govern- 
ments much more conspicuous. 

I have heard of necessary evils, and have doubted 
such a paradox. I was, however, on this journey 
convinced of the fact at certain places and at cer- 
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^ ts&v times. il had a good and active Cossadfef^h 
/ TnOi 'Whom I was very well pleased with exception 
arriving at the villages in the Yeniss^sk or Tomsk 
1 g)6verQ»ients ; as on such oeoasionSf it was his con- 
stant practice to beat, and otberwiae ill-treat those 
whose business it was to provide horses, puUuig 
Uictn by the hair, ears, and nose, and this Without 
, the least apparent necessity or provocation. On my 
demanding the reason of this brutal conduct, he told 
me that if custom and inclination did not lead him, 
necessity would compel him so to act. The prac- 
tice had the effect of enforcing the demand after- 
wards made for horses, which he was then certain 
‘ of having furnished forthwith. That, but for this 
severe exerdse of authority, there would be no 
jKWsibiKty of his getting over more than sixty or 
eighty miles a day, while the government, at such 
; a season of the year, expected at least one hundred 
and eighty or two hundred. Doubting the truth 
of this extraordinary representation, I desSi’ed that 
at the next village he would order horses in a 
peremptory manner, but not ill-treat or abuse the 
people concerned ; he did so, tendered the passport 
and desired all haste to be made ; the elder of the 
village replied the hoi’ses would ai’rive immediately. 
I waited half an hour, and got none. “ Where is 
the elder of the village ? ” “ At the gin-shop,” said 
the Cossack, “ helping to drink out the money 
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which is to be paid for the next 
elder of the village then came to me, with aw ap&i' 
logy, and returned to the gin-shop ; nor did I ac- 
tually get horses for two hours, at the eXpiratihii 
of which time the Cossack again had recourse to 
his old and effectual mode of levy. The reader 
wiH believe I never again interfered further thaw 
to entreat he would be more lenient ; the conse- 
quence was, I had horses always provided in ten 
minutes. 

This custom of flo^ng the peasants in advance 
is so generally carried into execution, that they 
become more hardened and unfeeling than they 
othervrtse would be ; and it is this custom which 
makes them so averse to carry the government re-' ' 
quisdtions into effect. It must proceed from the' ^ 
weak and ignorant policy of their immediate stt^- ' 
riors, a policy which adds greatly to the natural ■ 
tyranny of the Cossacks. It was the strict arid 
rigorous ‘discipline kept up by the late goVdiior ' 
of Irkutsk, Treskin, that enabled the traveller, and'' 
still enaMes him, to travel through that goverWi ' 
ment speedily and safely, with the exception of"' 
the point at Nishney Udinsk. By proper rewards 
and punishments, these people might be recalled 
from the state of depravity and insensibility they 
are now forced into, and be made, like most bf 
the inhabitants of Siberia, a rational people i 



Of KANSKOI. 187 

wihcp'eas now drunkenness, n^igencc, and teck« 
less^s^ are their duuracteristics. 

That the peasant is thus hfursbly treated hi 
many parts of the Hussian Empire I will not 
deny ; but whatever obedience he may implicitly 
pay to his national superiors, let it not be sup< 
posed that he will tamely submit so to be tr^ted 
by foreigners ; on the contrary, I have seen severjd 
instances of insulted pride in the peasant justly 
revenged. As a very recent instance, I may men*- 
tion that an English gentleman, a Mr. C., trai- 
ling -upon a commercial speculation about the cen- 
tral, and, consequently, real Russian provinces, ob- 
served the Cossacks, and in one instance an officer^ 
beat and otherwise ill treat the postilions and 
people employed in preparing the horses. At one 
of the staticms Mr. C. considered he was not 
promptly attended to, and sans cer&nonie he pro- 
ceeded also to abuse and beat one of the postilions. 
What was the consequence? The man 'quietly 
proceeded on with his work, and then made a 
formal complaint to the elder of the village, a 
p^son delegated with magisterial authority, who 
called upon Mr. C. for an explanation, first, for 
what he had struck the man ? for inattention ; 
and pray who are you ? an Englishman ; of what 
rank? a merchant ; Oh ! oh ! says the old gentle- 
man, as he proceeded to fetch the rules and regu- 
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latibns' for the preservation of peace' 
order in every village, a copy of which is kept % 
the posthouse, as well as at the Starista’s.'- ' 'Ml. 
C. had the offended articles pointed dut'tO'hSHi, 
' with a demand of two hundred and fifty roubles, 
ten guineas, penalty, partly to be given to the 
sufferer and partly to the poor. Mr. C. demanded 
why the like was not acted up to with othtsfs 
offending? The Starista said, that officers so 
acting could be reported to superior authority, 
but that the public service did not allow their 
being detained for private injuries ; but, says the 
Starista, if you do not choose to pay the fine, 'dr 
if you cannot, you may empower me to proceed 
in a more summary mannei’, viz. to haWe yob 
flowed with leather thongs to the nittniter nf 
thirteen lashes. I need not say Mr. G. quicMy 
paid the money, and acknowledged Ins 'eifror 
Whether from fear that the leather thongs- are ’the 
same as* the knout, I know not ; but! belieVe^this 
same Mr. C. is still in Russia, settled in’ 'A fridist 
extensive business, perfectly satisfied: with' the ad- 
ministration of the laws, which, if acted’ up to, 
esj)ecially protect the middling and lower paHs 
of the community. • 

At Ki’asnojarsk I visited a party of Jews, of 
whom there are seventy in the city, some of them 
very rich. 1 was surprised at their wearing^ added 
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bmrd, p. taitar dress, which 
:!0f i^Iqu^ silk gown, sash, and black bonnet T^i^ir 
features, customs, and conduct, are otherwise the 
S(^o,wi4ih the test of thdr nation^ The price of 
p^isious is much greater at Krasnojarsk, than jt 
was formerly, owing to the formation of the new 
government. I called on my old friends the com- 
niissary and police-master ; the wonderful altera- 
tions which an increase of rank had made in the 
latter of these officers, served to shew me, that 
human nature is every where the same. I found tte 
city in its old place, but much improved in new 
. buildings, public and private ; those for the Chan- 
ceby are beautiful in their design, and liberal in 
! their, execution. The city is in general built pf 
wood, but bricks are coming into more general 
nse. The situation, both in winter and summer, 
is windy and exposed. On the opposite bank of 
the rivers Atcliin and Yenissei, the country is 
benutifiil and fertile during the spring, -summer, 
and autumn, but not healthy. It was at this 
j^iace that the Emperor Paul wished to form a 
Scotch colony ; and if the project were followed 
up by the present Emperor, it would doubtless 
succeed, upon the liberal encouragement which he 
is known to give to foreigners, generally and in- 
dividually. 

Haying renewed my passport and got my 
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s}edg(; t^dlred, I departkl with the 6f 

visitihg theaneient town of Yeniaseisk, on the 
hank of the river of the same name, two hiindiieif 
males north of this ; and thence to have cut into the 
main road at Atchinsk. Soch was, however, ^e 
state of the roads that it was utterly im;^ssible; 
I had much wished to visit the manu&ctories 
estaldished in that place, especially those for 
working up sea-horse and mammoth teeth. A 
set of chess-men were presented me about three 
years ago, which go into the compass of one-third 
of an inch square, consequently so small, that it 
requires good eyes to distinguish the pieces front 
the pawns. I had also some desire to see Ye^- 
nisseisk, because it is one of the most antique 
places in Siberia, the old Russian style of build- 
ing being still kept up, in which the roofs of 
the houses project twelve and fifteen feet be- 
yond the walls, and form a complete shel- 
ter. There is besides another curiosity there; 

which is famed all over Siberia. This is a 
massive silver candelabrum, suspended front the 
centre of the church ; its weight is one thousand 
pounds, and its value above five thousand. The 
advanced state of spring, and the badness of the 
roads, prevented my visiting it, and I continued 
on the straight route. 

The road to the first station was so bad that 



hQrpe$ nor were the foHondng 
stages .innf)h . te^ first entirely withouirf 

and. the oth^ with too much. I reached'! 
tha , ItiviEs: with a broken sledge, the road 
so hilly and full of rutSi that from the heavy falls 
we got 1 expected to be laid up ; the concussions 
were dreadful, and 1 never suffered so much in 
ray; life. Sometimes while going at the rate of 
ten miles per hour, upon a smooth and level road, 
the vehicle would be pitched to a distance of 
si^X or eight, and over a perpendicular fall of two 
feet,, nearly killing the horses with the shock. In 
sueh a, state I reached Atchinsk, which, from a 
large village when I was here before, is now 
become a small town. Its local situation at the 
jupfltipn of the Atchin and Tongouska is valu-i 
able. ’ On reaching the village of Bogatova the 
country becomes better cultivated and more pic- 
turesque. The heavy rains which it is subject to, 
do. great damage, frequently inundating the coun- 
try, as. far as Kemtchouga. The entry into the go- 
vernment of Tomsk is equally miserable with that 
ofiyenisseisk, nor are the roads any better. To 
add to the misery of its appearance I met two 
gan^ of convicts, about tlmee hundred in mmir> 
ber, journeying to a long home. Foxes, how- 
ever, and good sables, with wild goats, almund 
in the two governments. 
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At Birricoule the incivility of the landla4y^ of 
the house in which I was quartered called Ibilh 
the exercise of my powers. She was determined 
to afford me no assistance nor civility, even de- 
nying' me her habitation, as she expected the 
Captain Ispravnick that day. Having arrived 
the first, and knowing that by law I was en- 
titled to the best quarters in the village, I did npt 
feel inclined, particularly on account of my wife, 
to give up the point, her abode being really co^n- 
fortable and clean. I therefore persisted, tellii^ 
the lady, at the same time, that I only wanted 
a little milk, which I would pay for. This (de- 
claration had such an effect upon the poor woman 
that she became as interested to serve, as she had 
before seemed inclined to annoy me. She tq|d 
me her expected guest woidd require sonie- 
thing more substantial than milk, besides, a 
twenty-five rouble note, or a skin of that value. 
The po®r woman also confessed that she had paid 
the same sum not long ago, and was .^aiR pre- 
pared for the honour done her by this commissary. 

My route lay over a level country, boagtihg 
numerous villages, but all bear the Tomsk cha- 
racter — marks of much misery. There is a con- 
siderable quantity of fine timber about the coun- 
try, before the city of Tomsk is approached. 
The prospect then becomes most dreary and de- 
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jBolate, pesenting one boundless waste of Krush- 
, wood covered with snow. ' I reached the city 
late in the evening, quite knocked up from fa- 
tigiie and want of rest, although my wife still 
held on. To try my patience, I was kept wait- 
ing at the police-office tw'o hours before I was^ 
pronded with quarters : into the first, however, 
I could not be received, nor into a second which 
were pointed out to me, and upon my arrival at 
the third, I found them so bad as to be hardly 
habitable; perhaps I was getting too nice and 
delicate. At any rate they were so bad as riot 
to induce my staying a longer period than was 
hecessary. I paid my respects to the acting Go- 
vernor, an excellent character, as also to Mrs. 

‘ Hlechefsky, wife of the late governor. In Tomsk, 
as in many other places, the acts of the new 
Gpvemor-general (for Siberia has now two Go- 
vemors-general, the eastern one commanding the 
government of Tobolsk, and Tomsk, with the 
chieftainship of Omsk, and the western one com- 
manding the governments of Irkutsk, and Yenis- 
seisk, with the chieftainships of Yakutsk, Okotsk, 
and Kamtchatka) have created great disgust ; 
among others may be mentioned, his conduct 
to the people working the brandy distilleries. 
The Governor-general is General Kaptzevitch of 
the army, a man w'ho distinguished himself in the 
VOL. II. o 
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late cami>aigns. His severity and'i^id 
are not Idtely to gmn him many friend in ‘Si-tts 
bdria, as would be divined from his hfevaiig ae*-'i‘ 
tually ordered officers to receive so many blo#8>! t 
if the quantity of spirits extracted' from idm 
. were not more than doubled. Whether the Cte* 
neral was right or wrong in the mode of increas- 
ing the revenue, or of making people do them 
duty, is one question— whether the officers and 
people employed did not make a pecuniary sadri- 
fice to escape such humiliation, is another ; but 
certain it is, the quantity of spirits is produced. * 

It is in agitation to remove the seat of govern- 
ment from Tomsk to a village not far distant^ for . 
what reason I cannot conjecture, as no seat of : 
government is required to furnish more than the. 
conveniences of keeping up the communication. ' : 
Tomsk has already lost much of its population 
within these ten yeai’s; the district of Kolyma, 
which contains a population of One hundred and ' > 
fifteen thousand, is now indqwndents of it, and 
the new government of Yenisseisk has taken front 
it about sixty thousand, so that the patronage 
and pecuniary concerns of the Governor of this 
province are greatly diminished. The number 
of inhabitants in the city is at present near 
ten thousand, which will shortly be neduced, as 
a great number will quit. There are one thou- 
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:sand|d^t| lupdred hoiu^es and twelve chiu'cheSi 
in city, situate at the junction of the rivers, 
Tom find Ousheika, one of tihe most dreary and 
bleak situations in the world. A great number 
of Mohamedan Tartars reside in the city and 
cont^ous villages, who are of tlie same caste as 
those of Kazan. 

From Tomsk I departed for Tobolsk, that I 
might see the new Governor-general, and as the 
X’oad is one I have never been over, I shall be 
more particular in tracing and describing it. The 
first forty miles were over a fine road, the bor- 
ders of which were lined with noble timber, sucJi 
as birch and pine. There was some tolerable 
park scenery, but the country was generally flat. 
At the little romantic \illage of Tasheka I crossed 
the magnificent river Obe, where it was a mile 
wide. Thence my route, day and night, was 
continued over a most uninteresting low flat pas- 
tme plain, with here and there a few dirty vil- 
lages. At one hundred and fifty miles I reached 
the village of Tchien, where I breakfasted with 
an old man, who was one of the first settlers 
upon the Barabinsky Steppe, under the auspices 
of Catherine. He remembered when bread was 
a halfpenny, and beef five pence, for thirty-six 
pounds, whereas they now sell at five pence and 
thirty pence; formerly also the people worked 
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iKitterjUnd not lieing the high road they, had, not 
so many drawbacks. 

The road, as I proceeded, was crowded wilii ca- 
ravans loaded with tea, silks, andfurs, and l I’each- 
ed the town of Kainsk in good time to breakfast. 
The road was good, but the country and villages 
bear the most wretched desert appearance; no 
wood of any description is to be seen on the left 
bank of the Obe. I had crossed the Kainka 
before entering Kainsk, which is a neat town, 
standing in the centre of a low brushwood forest. 
There ai’e six hundred houses and two thousand 
five hundred people. The three chiefs who com- 
mand it appear to have placed it In a flouiishing 
state. In the town are several handsome brick 
edifices, a well stocked market, and clean streets, 
but there was not the least bustle or noise, save 
that of tolling a solitary bell for mass. 

From Kainsk I directed my steps towards 
Omsk*, having underetood that the Governor- 
general, Kaptzevitch, had left Tobolsk for that 
place. The central part of the Barabinsky 
Steppe presents a good deal of cultivation, w;hich 
increased as I reached the western parts of it. 
Horses, goats, sheep, and cows, appeared .very 
abundant. The soil is considered so fine, that 
it resists the cold in a more than pfdinary de- 
gree. Bears and wolves abound in the neigh- 
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bourhood, and approach the villages so close, 
'as dlieh *to alarm the people. Hogs, fowls, dufcks, 
and geese, are seen running about the villages, in 
aH of Which thdre are several farm-yards. Con- 
sidering the hortherii situation of the Barabinsky 
Steppe, the excessive rigour of its climate, which 
forty years ago was deemed uninhabitable, and 
the various obstacles which opposed agriculture, 
it cannot be denied that great praise is due both 
to the government and the colonists. At present, 
probably, there is less danger in traversing it 
than any other part of the Russian empire ; 
though the inhabitants in general do not possess 
So much of that kindness for which the Siberians 
are celebrated, most of them being schismatics 
from the Greek church, and descendants of those 
seht hither for colonization by the Empress Ca- 
therine. Their villages are now so numerous and 
well-peopled, that sixty and seventy dwellings 
Ai^e inet witli at every five or six miles. ^ 

Having been hospitably entertained by the com- 
missary of Kainsk, with whom I had previously 
been acquainted in Tumen, I departed from Omsk, 
and before I had proceeded ten miles on my 
journey, the Cossack left me to pass his time in 
(k gin-shep, and I continued on without him; 
but, by buckling a pair of horses to a slight 
sledge,' he succeeded in overtaking me. Terror 
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was depicted in his countenance, for 
conscious of having rendered hiihi^lf ' IfkblO tb 
seviere punishment. He turned out a ' 'W^drtftl^S 
drunkard, but I pardoned in preference 'tb 
punishing him. The first half-dozen villdge^, 
which are very well built and clean, cofitain 
five of six hundred inhabitants each. The road 
being very fine, we wefe enabled to reach Voz- 
nesensk, ninety miles from Kainsk, in twelve 
hours. Many people are stationed on the road, 
and employed as contraetoi’s on aceount of go- 
vernment, to buy uj) the next year’s corn, which 
begins already to get dear, owing to the demands 
for the support of the garrison of Omsk and the 
people of Tobolsk. There were also on the road 
several persons bound to the new gov'ernment of 
Yonisseisk from the wilds of Ishim. They arc 
principally Poles, and on account of the goveni- 
ment offering lands free of taxes for twenty years, 
are rerao*/ing to more fertile places. 

I turned off from the Barabinsky Steppe pre- 
vious to my reaching Tara, and took the difect. 
route to Omsk ; a route which I found it difficult 
to traverse, being so narrow, that the horses 
were obliged to go, as it is called in this country, 

“ goose-fashion,” one after another. The sledge 
I had was also too broad for the road, and fre- 
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threatened to upset, though this could 
4o us ilittle injury, the depth of the snow being 
su^ . that hajf-ardozen horses cotdd not have 
removed the vehicle from such a situation. Ttie 
point where the road branches off is also the line 
of demarcation between the governments of To* 
bolsk and Tomsk, and is formed by the large and 
neat village of Yalanka, which contains one thou- 
sand five hundred inhabitants. I felt extremely 
gratified at reaching the government of Tobolsk, 
which appeared to me, even on the frontier line, 
to be inhabited by a more civilized and generous 
race than that of its eastern neighbour. The 
lands were certainly in a better condition, being 
stoutly and neatly fenced in, at least along my 
route, which was on the right bank of the Om. 
The only picturesque spot, however, on the road 
tp Qmsk was at the village of Tavalganka. Here 
I Ijalted for some time at the abode of an old 
man, who maintains a couple qf Kirguise, if 
possible, in a more miserable state than my 
tapey had before painted them; for here they 
were in a frost of 32", worse than half-naked, 
yet in that state compelled to work hard for 
their, bread. I reached Omsk on the third day, 
and put up at my old quarters. 

|n addition to what I have before said of the 
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Kirguise and CaUnucks, the former may be desig- 
nated as a half Mongolian and half Tartar breed, 
while the latter are pure Mongoles ; their respec- 
tive characters do not so much vary, for in their 
laziness, filth, and abject state, they are indeed 
as one people. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Omsk — Tou-Kalan — Ishiin — Tobolsk — KamisblofF — 
Mr. Major’s establishment — Ekatherinebourg — Billimbay- 
Zavod — Bisserfskaya Kreposte — Koungour — Perme — 
Okhansk — Kilmess-sclti — Malmisb — Kazan — Tcbe- 
boksari — Vassil — Nishney Novgorod — Bogorodskoye 

— Paulovo — Vladimir — Moscow — Klinn — Tver — 

— Torjock — Vishney Volotchock — Novgorod — St. Pe- 
tersburg. 

My first duty was to wait upon his Excellency 
the Governor-general Kaptzevitch, to whom I had 
the pleasure of being known in Kazan. I was 
received as usual, and every attention and kind- 
ness were renewed to me by my old companions. 
My passports were also renewed, a public order 
was given for every legal assistance to ’be ren- 
dered me, and I again prepared to start. Omsk 
appeared, like most places in Siberia, to have un- 
dergone a considerable change, for the streets are 
kept clean, the gaps are all filled up with new 
houses, public buildings have been erected for 
many of the chief officers, a cloth manufactory has 
been established and is already at work, and the 
lame, blind, deaf and dumb are employed in it; 
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thte streets are lio longer ti^versed by the begging 
poor, and a more military air perv^ades the town 
than formerly; more of real justice is adminis- 
tered along the whole line of demarcationj and 
consequently more general Satisfaction and tran^ 
quillity prevail. 

I attended an examination of the young Cos- 
sacks, three hundred and fifty in number, and, 
considering their ages, thought them very well 
advanced in reading, writing, and arithmetic; the 
senior classes have also made considerable pro- 
gress in drawing, fortification, algebra, and mathe- 
matics ; and one, a distinct class, in the art of sur^ 
veying, with the view of being employed to sur- 
vey the whole of Siberia. They are well clothed, 
fed, and lodged, at the expense of the Emperor ; 
as are also the sons of the soldiers of Siberia, of 
whom there are one thousand in the Lancasterian 
school, which system is still laudably persevered 
in, and* with complete success. Omsk has of late 
been erected into a vice-government, and conse- 
quently a Chancery Court, and trade, will be es- 
tablished there independently of Tobolsk. ’ 

After two days’ stay, I departed from Omsk ; 
previous to which, I encountered some difficulty 
ere I could be permitted to bid an adieu to the 
Governor-general. It would seem that the swag- 
gerings of jacks in office, such as A. D. C.’s. 
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pagi^, and the like, have foipd 
ithdr way from civilized Europe to barb^ 
r0us Asia, as they are termed. I called upon 
his ExcfeHenGy, and was told by one of these con- 
temptible fellows, that if I made my cong6 to him, 
it were the same thing. I told him I thought 
otherwise, when I was given to understand, that 
he could not inform the Governor-general of my 
being in waiting unless I told him, the servant, 
for it is the same thing, what I had to say to his 
Excellency. Still I irersevered and merely re- 
marked, that if I could not speak, at least I could 
write — of course I was instantly admitted, and 
he reprimanded, instead of being discharged as 
any , other servant. I mention the circumstance 

as one to prove that Siberia is also, like Europe, 
advancing backwards in the score of humanity 
and ciyilityi Quitting this subject, which occu- 
pied my thoughts for some time, I soon reached 
a place which I well remembered as 
being that where I lost my passports and papers : 
this yUlage has also risen to the rank of a town. 
Thence my route lay towards Ishim, one hundred 
nules from Omsk. Upon the road I again had a 
difference on a point of etiquette with a young 
officer who was going thither. The road was 
so narrow, and both our sledges so broad, that it 
was impossible to pass without one of them Ixfing 
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yj^set intjO the snow. Presuming on hi? rank p 
an officer, he ordered my Cossack and driver to 
j)ull, lip out of the path and let him pass. My 
Cyssack, though told that he was an offica’, re- 
fused to obey until he knew his rank, and finding 
that he was a lieutenant, and consequently only 
noble, desired him to make way for most noble. 
The young gentleman, being pressed for time, 
and rather headstrong, drove on as near the 
edge of the road as possible, and his sledge coming 
in contact with mine, was most completely turned 
off the road into the snow: his situation was 
truly laughable, as he was obliged either to iinjload 
it , or remain until the melting of the snow vrp^d 
allow his proceeding. I wished him a pleasant 
journey, and resumed mine. , , 

The road to Ishim was in a bad state, the 
country very dreary, yet there is some fine woyd 
to be seen. It was now Lent, and I couUl ^t 
little tQ eat but salt fish. This was a cirqufp- 
stance I had not calculated on, but there, was no 
remedy nearer than Tobolsk. I supped at a re- 
giUar eating-house, where money is demanded, 
being, I think, the third instance of such an oc- 
currence in Siberia. The landlady had that day 
given her daughter in maniage to a young far- 
mer, and had also benefited her son by giving him 
a wife at the same time. It was ten o’clock when 
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I arrived, and though the custom of Siberia i^ ^to 
^urii out of the best room and make place for a vi- 
ritor, yet I was unwilling to allow of this, and sup- 
;^d in the kitchen, which was decidedly the best 
part of the house ; for the principal room, where 
the new married couples, their father and mother, 
and three younger children, in all nine people, 
slept, was, from the warmth and horrid smell, 
scarcely possible to be borne. I asked the old 
lady how she could think of celebrating nuptials 
at such a period of the year, it being Lent; her 
answer, I do not recoUect. 

There is some tolerable park scenery north of 
Ishim, which in my idea was much improved by 
the numerous windmills at work. They ai’e the 
first I have seen in Siberia, and extend along the 
road from Omsk to Tobolsk. The peasants are 
here very industrious and economical, but the 
lands are sterile, and consequently produce but 
little bread, which is sold at ten pence the forty 
pounds, while meat, of which there is a great 
abundance, from the excellence of the pastures, 
is only thirty pence the forty pounds. The peo- 
ple are, however, so really Russian, that they 
cannot do without bread, cost what it will. 
Many of them are, in consequence, I’emoving to 
the new government of Yenisseisk. I passed 
through several Tartar villages, willingly partak- 
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ing of their homely fare, thwigh 
coinfort of a blazing fire which is always iburjo^iU 
on th^r hearths. I treated the wiyei wilbfiteaj 
who, however, respect the presence, n<^ ortly 
their husbands, but of any other male, • too mpch, 
to partake of it without their previous cons^t* * 
These Tartars are a most obliging and hospitable 
race, who cheerfully obey the commands of the 
government, and hardly ever go beyond the village 
which borders on their own. They are become 
excellent agriculturists, and the women employ . 
themselves in weaving a strong sort of carpetting, 
which they convert to counterpanes, blmikets, and . 
bed carpets. Their dwellings are clean and neat, 
not unlike a common guard-room ; they have no 
chairs or stools, and live principally upon horse 
flesh, and are all Mohamedans of the Kazan tribe. ^ 
Upon reaching the environs of Tobolsk, whatiwiriJ' 
hard work and worse roads, we lost a horsey whieh ; 
by law I’was obliged to pay for, as it was the shaft 
horse; the sura was twenty-five roubles, pr one 
guinea. As I neared the city I observed my Cossack 
constantly drunk, and it turned out that he hafd 
sold all my copper cooking utensils, the loss of 
which I had not discovered in time, as we could 
get nothing upon the road to cook. Two more 
gangs of convicts were passed before I entered To- 
bolsk, which was late in the evening, when I was 
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infltlitotly prwafcd ivith as go^ quarters as 1 coiilid! 
dtj^^sr-'^rhe-oold was so intense that the Cossadk/ 
whuihhd fallen asleep from liquor was severdy 
fr^t'-hitten.-;^ 

Tobolsk has undeigone little or no change since 
I Idl iti Unless it be in its ©ovcmor, and a similar 
change has taken place within one year, in every 
govdnment and province, except Okotsk. I passed 
three pleasant days with my friend Mr. Gredens- 
trom, the same who travelled across the Icy Sea. I 
alsO’ renewed acquaintances with old friends, and 
except that the society is less pleasing and more 
reserved, I observed little difference. The present 
Governor and’ Governor-general are unmarried 
men, consequently have little inducement to have 
females at their houses. A certain air of pride and 
severity also prevents so good an understanding as 
ou^t' to subsi^, and which, under the auspices of 
the late Governor did subsist, in this city. 

Tobolsk is a more r^ular and compact built 
place than Irkutsk; it contains one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy houses, eight thousand males, 
and ten thousand females, besides the military and 
Cossacks, and is consequently larger than Irkutsk. 
It boasted also the presence of a very young and 
pretty Englishwoman, in the person of a Miss 
Norman, who is going to educate the children of 
the Governor of Krasnojarek ; her accomplish- 



NEIOHBOURHOOD OF 


208 

i iiK»ts and amiableness dnly it hen foBi Aej^ask, 
twit her beauty wdl much expose' her wh«e> die is 
goii^; so that she must shortly either n^ry well, 
or return to her family — - . ’ 

I quitted the city of Tobolsk escorted by a dozen 
friends, who, with bottles of champaigne, accom- 
panied me a few miles, when I parted with thmn, 
and following the great road, reached Tumen the 
next day, one hundred and seventy miles. It is a 
flourishing and well built town on the Toursiy and 
carries on considerable tinde by water. I quitted 
it for the last station in the government of Tobolsk, 
and with a grateful heart bade adieu to Sib^a, 
which commences at Turnen ; Ekatherineboiug is 
dependent upon the government of Perme, al- 
though actually in Siberia, if the Ural Mountains 
divide Europe from Asia. • ' 

The road thence was crowded with vehiclesof all 
descriptions, and there was an air of cheerftllUess 
on the countenances of the peasants, wMch I had 
not seen for some time; they were busy in getting 
in hay and straw. The villages are also better 
peopled, and occur at every three and four miles : 
indeed every thing teUs me I am leaving the udde 
spread and desolate regions of northern Tartary, 
for the populous, civilized, and industrious ones of 
northern Europe. Yet I did not feel elated at 
leaving a place where I had been happier than in 
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any oUier part of tiie world. Travelling all n%ht I 
reached Kamishlofif, a considerable town containing 
four hundred houses, and fifteen hundred people. 
Many new brick buildings, and much improve- 
ment has taken place, in consequence of the active 
exertions of the town-major, who had foimerly 
treated me kiiuily. To Ekatherinebourg are eighty 
miles, the last twenty of which are barely passable, 
from the dreadful state of the roads. Never was I 
more truly thankfrd that I was able to exercise my 
pedestrian powers, than qn the present occasion, but 
what to do with my wife was a difficult and serious 
question. She was, however, compelled to walk to 
avoid greater suffering. The roads are full of cross 
ruts four and five feet deep, and the fall of the 
vehicle in them was such, as made it impossible to 
remain in it; and from the concussions I received, 
I felt seriously alarmed, not only at my own state, 
but for that of my better half. It is the approach- 
ing<£^ of Irbit that renders the road so bad* owing 
to the many thousands of heavy laden vehicles 
passing to and fro^ and which, occasionally halting, 
sink into the snow, and thus make the road full of 
ruts. By dint of labour and patience, we reached 
fourteen miles in twelve hours, halting at the hos- 
pitable abode of Mr. Major, which we reached at 
midnight. A good supper and hearty welcome 
VOL. II. p 
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att^dahce, and I then got ti^at I nKwe 
wanti^/a sbinhid sleep. - ; - s/i 1? 

l iMiaid two days with this gentleman who is an 
Ehgl^hmah, brought up in the Birmingham triade; 
and who, had he possessed the least economy, 
ihiist have saved a large fortune, as the * Womd- 
rous good employments he has held' under* the 
cfOwii, as well as under the most weaithy indivi- 
duals, sufficiently prove. He has an exceOeiift heart 
with a speculative and inventive genhisi At pte- 
setit he is engaged in the direction of the salt works 
df the Countess Strogonoff. New steam-engines 
ate to be erected by him, and he is to receive thirty 
tljonsand roubles per annum, beside a per centige 
upon the saving effected by the adoption of steam ; 
he is also cinidoyed in completing a machine 
which he has invented for the more easy and better 
washing of the gold sands, and which his estate is 
said to abound with. He shewed me, however, 
as a sample, all the gold he had collected, . *ifnd 
which is certainly not worth seven shillings. His 
estate is sandy, yet prodiiceSi some extremely 
fine pastures and large woods ; it is of seveiial 
square miles, and Was given him in perpetuky fey 
the Emperor. Mr. Major has also received fittn 
the same monarch, diamond rings, orders, crosses, 
and pensions too numerous to mention: -The 
employment of steam in the working of the mines 
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near Ekatherineboui^, is owing to the ingenuty 
of Mr. Major, who has also established on his own 
premises a manufactory of knives, forks, scissors, 
and cutlery of all descriptions. Should he suc- 
ceed in getting a Siberian market, and should he 
be able to produce articles of worth, which, how- 
everv 'I much question, he will no doubt realize 
a large fortune in his old age. I have brought a 
four-Maded penknife to England, which is sold 
at nihe-penee, or seven shillings and six-pence 
the -'dozen. It lasted well to mend one pen, 
and' since then must be ground or set, to enable 
-it 'to cut a second. I might have said to Mr. 
Major and others — 

So many irons in the fire you hold, 

That none of them methinks will turn to gold. 

I left his amiable and hospitable family, and pro- 
ceeded on to the city of Ekatherinebourg, which 
r reached in the morning. I waited upon the new 
chief, who has been here two years : he is well 
spoken of, as having the good of the service much 
at heart, although his manners are eccentric, and 
'he is no friend to society. He was several times 
ih ' Bi^land, and is, no doubt, a man of talents. 
^ Ho has increased the quantity of gold produced 
from the washing of sand, from six -hundred to 
tWo thousand pounds weight, which, is eqiuil to 
an ino’easc of the revenue of Ekatherinebourg 
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of ■ near one milfion and a half of roubles;* '‘>®iepe 
have ’ lately been some valuable gold ■ mines tfis- 
covered cm the eastern and western ranges’ iof 
the Ural mountains; the richest specimens -are 
found on the east, and those in the lands of** 
Mr. Yakovleff are the best: and that gentleman; 
whose liberal and magnificent estaWishmentsi':! ■ 
have before noticed, has entered into a cbntraofe 
to supply the Mint with two thousand- pounds ^ 
weight of gold per annum, at a certain priOev' for ■ 
a certain number of years. This is indeed » 
serious undertaking, but I doubt not it will be' 
made good. Government are also about to Cfwn- - • 
mence working some newly discovered gold mines*; 
and, it is said, a fresh assistance of six thousand 
workmen is to be sent from the college of mines 
at St. Petersburg; indeed, such are the inex- 
haustible riches of their mountains, that hundreds 
of thousands of people could be employed; and 
yet centuries would cLajise ere tliey procured any 
gi’eat proportion of the hidden treasures, which 
are daily becoming more apparent, and ^ Whirii’ 
may ultimately vie with the mines of South 
America in the precious metals, and suypasS; thdfii 
in the variety and beauty of their mineraic^ckf'’ 
productions. 

Ekatherinebourg has considerably improved, ' 
but society has much fallen off, nothing but the 
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Ww’jplodding Germans being left. It is^ bow- 
ever, a nourishing and improving place, and will* 
doubtless, ere long, be a most important one, I 
^lin viated the establishment of Mr. Yakovleff, 
andifound the buildings increased by a handsome 
church j a large and well regulated hospital, 
besides a school where the director’s children, as 
well -as those of all the peasants, are brought up. 
PriestSj ; doctors, and schoolmasters, are severally 
pi’Qvhted for at the expense of the owner, and 
I have j never seen a place where philanthropy 
and good sen^ were more predominant, and 
where, more general satisfaction beamed on the 
coimtenances of people teimed slaves, than among 
the peasants of Mr. Yakovleff. Who will, after 
this, affirm that Siberia is only the abode of vice, 
misery, and ignorance ? 

J quitted Ekatherinebourg at midnight, and 
reached early in the morning Billimbay Zavod, 
near forty miles: the country was hilly.” At 
break; of day I was on the highest peak of the 
Ural mountain pass, and coidd not help stopping 
to take a last view of Asia, the forced residence 
of . many dear and valued friends, as also the 
abode;-, of, others whom I much esteem. Though 
it is, generally speaking, the land of the exile, 
it isf rather the land of the unfortunate than of 
the criminal. It is the want of education, wliich 
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Ijeget^ing a looseness of morals, plunge these 
unfortunates into error. The thinheSs of popu- 
lation in Siberia, is a -ready reason to dcOount for 
,tho facility with which a person is exiled. Of 
real criminals there are not so many Us is ima- 
gined, as by the report of Nertchinsk it appeals, 
that but two thousand five hundred Crfmintds 
are employed in the mines. It is hdt eVery 
man who is sent to Botany Bay that ought' to 
be termed a criminal; nor is every yonc i^ho is 
exiled to Siberia. It may lie safely said that ’dll 
the most hardened criminals who are baWishfed 
for life, are at Nertchinsk and Okotsk ; at'least 
there are very few exceptions, and I belieVd thbir 
whole number docs not exceed three thousand, 
while the number of exiles sent for a litnited 
period, annually amounts to at least one half that 
number. As to the education and moral habits 
of the natives of Siberia, they are certainly 
ccpial, if not superior in these respects, to the 
European Russians. Tliey have not the Same 
incitement, nor the same, means of coramifting 
crimes. The whole poptdation does hot exceed 
two millions and a half, about one half Of ‘which 
are aborigines, scattered over a tract of Colintry 
which gives to each person three square rhilcs. 
Provisions and clothing are cheap, taxes are not 
known, the climate is healthy- -and whdt cart 
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(|(?sire ? I looked again to the East, 
a<li^i^u, thanl^ul for the many mafks of 
ostein, and |ciiidness I had received from the 
hands, qf its hospitable people. 

.;.;jPescending the western branch of the Ural 
Mountains, I soon found myself again in Eiirbpe : 
:thp,,land Pf tholt, the fire-side home, again had 
ehofins.for the traveller. The sensations I ex- 
perienced upon quitting the most favoured quarter 
of , , the globe, were nothing when compared to 
the .present. Then I thought I was going only 
to abode of misery, vice, and cruelty, while 
nqw l knew ! had come from that of hiunaftity, 
hospitality, and kindness. I looked back to the 
hills, which are, as it were, the barrier between 
virtue and vice, but felt, in spite of it, a desire 
,to return, and end my days. And so strong is 
still that desire, that I should not hesitate to bid 
^eu to politics, war, and other refined pursuits, 
to enjoy in Central Siberia those corafoKts which 
. ..pay be -had without fear of foreign or domestic 
disturbance. 

,,,ln, the evening of my entry into Europe, I 
.reached, the village of Bissertskaya Krepost, 
^tUate on the Bissert stream. The road was 
had, and over a hilly country, nor was ray dis- 
satisfaction at all allayed by the conduct of the 
Perniians. Inhospitality, incivility, and general 
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4ii^ruat every^where prevailed, and 
induct of. the inhalHtniits ; even tiie last rcepeek 
i$ in^ted upon in payment for the horsee^^ before 
they :fffe permitted to commence the jouriley>?'h 
circumstance which in many cases occa^(ms;jnuoh 
inconvenienee and loss of time. In ‘Sihenaithe 
tinveUer may pay forward or backward ;Pr 
four stations, and every sort of accommofiidi^.:ji/^ 
given. 

Immediately upon leaving Siberh^ Jf ihad u 
most severe attack of rheuinatism, >pama 
arising from the joltings I had formerly 
probably, also, the change of air did net ap^C 
with me, until I had again become accustomedotp 
it. I, however, perseveretl in .the journey, and 
passing a gang of gypsies with their usual eccei:^ 
tricities, and a larger gang of convicts, I reached 
Koirngoim. The villages upon the road vaf® 
numerous and wed-peopled. Many : iron and 
salt-works, as wed as distilleries, are -to be . seen 
in ad directions, and an active and induatnous 
spirit every where prevails. Noble timber . too is 
in great abundance, enlivening the prospect, 
among which the lofty oak is the most conspicu- 
ous. At Koungom* a sorti of hotel and bidhwd 
rooms have been established in my absence, j and 
appeared to be doing wed. . ; . 3- jii * 

'JThe picturesque situation, of Koungour cannot 
fail to please, commanding a fine view of the 
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weU-cMtSv'ated and better 
and -watep^d 'eotfntry. Theife’ ■are 'dhd thydfsSM 
iJne fhuiii^ed^ dweHiiigg, and !fdap''tKbU8»hd'^ f#b 
hundred inhabitants in ft ; halfta^oziert' ehiiitihi^ 
and some stone edifices give it a respCt^bld >a^ 
pfeamnee, yet as to thrift it is but a sorry 
alth0U^‘ the honey it produces is cortside^d' 
Very'’^iperior arid abundant. Fonrierly it 
the capital of a province, and previous to that 
‘peridfl a favourite place of the Tartars. The 
caVds. tidiere they resided, are still shewn in 
the^; Hght' of useful curiosities, inastnuch ds 
thiSy* arC' c^ilVerted irito ice-eellars, and si!urei- 
HoksCsv-'' 

"Froitt Koungour to Ferine are sikty riiilfes, ^ 
at present most execrable, hut during th'e ’Stith- 
iti^ of the most beautiful, road. I readied' thb 
city 'at midnight, exceedingly worn out. Thfc 
pofice mistaking me for a horse, gave me a stable 
for a iod^ng; I was, however, satisfied with 
any place in my weak state, and with violent 
rheumatic pains. Perme, with two thousand 
houses and nine thousand inhabitants, is going on 
in ’an improving and handsome style of build- 
dt is in short a flourishing place, and wffl 
fin. time; become 'of 'great importance, and one of 
the most valuable governments in European Rus- 
sia^ Ib'stands' on the right bank of the Kama, 
in a fertile and wtil-woodcd country. 



e£»M£. 


, I pmcuise^ from the iGovei’nop ia fresh .p^spQ|:|,, 
and was almost obliged to listen to his 
aii4 iU-^timed questions regarding my wife-^qqqs- 
tiicms which evidently shewed his utter ignqruinqe 
of his own country. Perhaps he suspec^d pay 
wife was a Tartar, a Mongole, or some other ; sp*t 
of Pagan. He asked me of what,couptii:y,,sh6 
was. I said, “of Kamtphatka.” . “ Js,,;sh?!: a 
Kamtchatdale ?” “As much as yop arCi^a, Rus- 
sian.” “Who and what is her father?’' 
serves.” “What is his rqnk?” “A pwst.” 
(A laugh, for he really does serve the chureh-) 
“ But is he a Kussian, or Kamtchaklalc 
As it may please the natives of either coui^^ry 
to attend the service.” “ Does he speaj? {the 
Russian language?” “He does.” “But is he 
a Russian or Kamtchatdale ?” “ Both,” “How 
can that be?” “In the same manner that you 
area Livonian and a Russian.” “Ishe awAi/e 
man ?” “ In appeai’ance, hut cannot^ answer i for 
any few shades by which he may be removed 
from a Tartar, or other tribe.” “ In what 
language does he read the divine service ?” , “ In 
the Russian.” “ Oh, then he is of the Greek 
Church, and a Russian?” “Of course.” “ And 
your wife, where was she : broi^ht up ?”i In 
Kamtchatka.” “ What . has been her educa- 
tion ?” “ To respect every bo<i^." “ Well, I give 
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fOtt said this GovrarnOT, hut, 1 co^effi, 1 
would rather you go to Kauitchatka for a wife 
than I.” I told hb Excellency, that “I thought 
it better to have sueh a wife as mincj who would 
go whei’e I chose, and would consider it her 
greatest delight to do so, than such as his, who 
would neither accompany nor remain with Mm 
although in her own country.’’ I need not say 
the conversation was abruptly discontinued, not a 
word lieing said, but merely adieu. This is the 
only instance, except one, that ever occurred to 
ine in the Russian empire, of being personally 
insulted, and to the credit of Russia I should 
add, this governor is a German : the other was 
at Kazan, and regarded only the conduct of some 
young ladies, who, when at a ball, asked my wife 
■Who was her father, how many peasants he had, 
&c. I told them, that 1 should begin also to in- 
terrogate them respeeting their fathers, whether 
they gambled ? and the consequencp was, no 
more of those childish questions were again put 
the young ladies; who were probably induced 
by a spirit of curiosity and vanity, so congenial 
' to young minds, to make such inquiries; while 
in the other ittstance, namely, that of the Go- 
> vemor, I could only impute it to a want of deli- 
cacy, aiising from ignorance. 

I had little inducement to remain longer in 
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|*enne , thap , wa? necessw^, b^t l$ coul4 ifoW 
fi^na; my weak state, depart before the noon of 
thq .i^oDd day of my arrival, during theuWbtdf 
of whieh time my wife and I continued the iot 
habitants of the stable— but such a fact did, not 
in , the least discompose me. 1 felt tJtupdifulji/I ; 
was so well off, and probably enjoyed it j^^oto 
other motives. Having departed, I soou roaplwd 
the neat little town Okhansk, on the left , bank , 
of the Kama, upon which my route had kun^ , 
It has much the appearance of a fishingi^plaoe,; 
from fbe number of vessels, of from fifty or; sisty 
tons to as many pounds, witli which it is oiowded. 
Snow fell very heavily, and my postilion, whom I 
had pfocured at Tobolsk, suffered much from 
the melting of the snow, followed by a hard frost. ^ 
I proposed an extra sledge for the night to re- 
lieve him, but such is etiquette, that the post- 
master would not give extra horses either for 
love or mpney — so much for the government of 
Perme, and which I here quitted for that of ^ 
Kazan, over desperate roads, with a more des-, 
2 )erate increase of rheumatic pains. Yet I was . 
content to persist in moving forward, in conser; , ; 
qucnce of the attention of all classes of people 
to ray wants. In the early part of the evening 
I reached the village of Kilmesselti, in . tire go^ . , 
vernment of Viatka, having come . through a., 
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v^ell-pisopled ’ and wdl>^ltivated ' coiinti’y.'‘'' ‘At 
noon on ' the following day I reach^ ' 
mish, one hundred miles. The road was brttef, 
the villages more numerous, and all having a 
principal residence belonging to the lords of the 
lands, 'W'hich I considered the first goOd vMbl6 
sign of my having reached European Russia; ' ” 
Malmish is a small neat town, with a growKilg 
pOstnrastet’, in spite of whom, iU as I was, I 
contihued my route, and reached Kazan the 
next morning at seven o’clock. The last two 
stages I was obliged to go upon an open sledge, 
as I could no longer endure the heavy falls Of 
my own, and so ill was I, that I considered the 
palpitation of my heart as a short ptelude to 
dissolution. It was- fortunate my journey by the 
winter road was to end at Kazan. I could hot 
have gone farther, and should therefore have 
I)een compelled to have staid two or three months 
in a village, unprovided with necessaries, much less 
with comfoi'ts. It was not, however, upon my im- 
mediate arrival at Kazan that my difficulties were 
to cease ; I was kept at the police-office for two 
houtSj awaiting the arrival of the police-master. 
As 'he had not at that time arrived, the officer 
in waiting was kind enough to order the to 
comfortable quarters, which, when I had reached, 
I was not allowed to enter, as the police-master 
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sent a Cossack to say he had better qusulilers 
for me in a more convenient part of the city. 
I retbmed to the police-officer, and was then 
directed to quarters already occupied. I a^n 
returned to the police-office, and was ultimately, 
as in Perme, sent to a stable. Even that was a 
happy situation for me in the state in which I 
was. 1 managed to call upon a governor^ whose 
functions had ceased, and represented the case, 
which he, from prudence upon his own account, 
could not interfere in ; although ho is a worthy 
man, and had shewn me many marks of atten- 
tion upon my outward journey. 

I dined with this Governor the next day, aud 
at his house met Mr. Yeremeoff, whose wife 
was the Governor’s niece, and had tecome both 
wife and mother in my absence. I drank tea 
with her, when Mrs. Cochrane was taken i?so 
alarmingly ill, tlmt she could not be removed. 
Mr. and Mrs. Yeremeoff kindly and good-heart- 
edly insisted upon our removal from the stable 
to their el(^nt mansion, the resort of the first 
society of Kazan, the owner being a pattewi of 
liberality and honest sentunents, his lady a wconan 
as accomplished and elegant in her manners, as 
she is virtuous and humane in her hearts Per 
twenty-three days was my wife confined to' ! her 
robm, and for more than that time I suffered a 
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spedes of torturing pain in the ‘heart and left 
side, which only left me from lapse of time?. 
Thfe names of Paul and Liuboff Yeremeoff wiB 
ever be engraven on both our hearts. 

It was the inattention and disrespect of the 
police of Kazan, now dependent only upon their 
own whims, and that of the Governor-general, 
which procured me such a comfortable residence. 
The pdhce, at the best periods, was very bad, 
owing to the difference which generally subsets 
between the lotos, or land-holders, and the Go- 
vernors. Thus Kazan is considered as one of 
the most difficult places to man^e in the Russian 
empire; from what other cause I know not. 
The nobles still retain their ancient Asiatic 
pride, in spite of their poverty, nor did they 
apiieir to me to have profited so much in gene- 
ral knowledge as might have been expected, con- 
sidering there is a university. I was certainly 
quartered in the house of the most liberal and 
enlightened of them, descended from an ancient 
Russian family, who had previously served in the 
army, had travelled, and understood several 
languages. I called also upon the officiating 
Govenior-general, a Senator of Moscow, and a 
Director of the College of Mines, sent here to 
redress and reform, and make much ado about 
nothing. I saw him but once, a plodding trades- 
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man. His privi^ character, much less his public, 
I know no more of, than that he did his best to 
render valid Addison’s remark, that man and 
dog are the only two animals which have not 
changed natures, they being equally inveterate 
towards their fellow-creatures in distress. To say 
the least of his Excellency, I think him the worst, 
probably the most eccentric, sample of a Russian 
that I have seen; neither ambition, nor per- 
sonal behaviour, nor general knowledge, marking 
his character ; probably his Excellency’s scient’fic 
studies disqualify him from the exercise of the 
more amiable qualities; be this as it may, he 
is not the first instance 1 have met of a scientific 
man forgetting the gentleman and man of feel- 
ing. 

Thus arrived at Kazan, it was necessary to 
remain until the Volga should become passable. 
The ice had broken up, and was rushing with 
a tremendous roar towards the Caspian Sea. 
All around the city was, as it may be tenned, a 
universal deluge. The southern hills and the 
city alone appearing above water. Boats might 
be seen passing to and from different jmrts of 
the town, while with others, no communication 
whatever could be held, from the depth of the 
mud in the streets, or the velocity of the two 
canals which x-un through it. The countiy round 
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is i 'picturesque at this season of Cwj year. May 1st 
(13th). The southern hills in particuLir have a 
fine effect. The Volga has now assumed a most 
gigantic size, and api)eared to threaten a general 
inundation. 

The insalubrity of Kazan has lieen already no- 
ticed: it has been, not inaptly, compared to an 
Italian city, healthy only in wet and dirty, and 
unhealthy in hot and dry, weather ; but Kazan is 
also unhealthy during the severe frosts. My time 
was variously occupied, as I enjoyed the friend- 
ship and society of the best classes of the inha- 
bitants, and never felt more at home. I was 
under many obligations to the vice-governor, nay, 
to most of the inhabitants of this interesting spot, 
but I received not the smallest mark of conde- 
scension from the Governor-general, or rather 
senator, whose name is Soirnonoff, and who ha.s 
since been employed in surveying and examining 
the newly discovered gold mines at Ebatherine- 
bourg, in company with my learned and highly 
valued friend Dr. and Professor Fuchs. The 
latter is, I believe, about to publish a history of 
Kazan, a task for which his long residence and 
knowledge of the Tartar language especially qua- 
lify him. Many pieces of his have already found 
their way into the literary gazettes of St. Peters- 
burg:; among others, the description of the four 
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ftnhual feasts of the Tartars of Kazatt, akid a ide- 
lineation of their manners, customs, origin, &t. 
These four feasts are divided between national 
and ecclesiastical. The first national is called 
Saban, the plough, and is held in the spring, con- 
sisting of horsing, racing, boxing, and wrestling. 
The other national feast is called Gin, and is 
consecrated to the period when lovere are first 
shown to each other. The first ecclesiastical 
feast is called Ramasah, while the other is called 
Kiu’ban, — the amusements of the latter three are 
the same as the first. The professor has also 
given to the world many useful hints upon the 
coins and medals of Kazan, of which he himsdf 
possesses a valuable and rare collection, besides 
some Tartar manuscripts. His situation, as one 
of the Professors of the University, gives him a 
great advantage, and it is to be hoped he will do 
milch to solve the doubtful and intricate history 
of the totvns of Kazan and Bulgari. 

The following concise matter is translated firOm 
a short History which that learned gentleman 
published in Kazan, last year, and, as it throws 
some light upon the subject, I readily give it as I 
received it. • 

“ The Mordva and Tcheremiesie lived in ancient 
times in the deserts situated near the central 
parts of the river Volga, whence dispersing them- 
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sfelves' along the rivers Oka and Kama, which 
fadi into the Volga, they soon rendered them- 
sdves, by their inroads^ formidable to the Scla- 
vehians and Polovzians. Miireon, in the time of 
Rurick, or in the ninth century, served as a for- 
tress to check their inroads. History has, how- 
ever, preserved so very little information re- 
specting the wars carried on by these nations 
against the Sclavonians, prior to the year 1088, 
that I shall pass over the intermediate two cen- 
turies. 

“At that period the Tclieremiesie and Mordva, 
known at that time by the common appelhition of 
Bulgarians, seized and retained possession of the 
fortress of Murom; and in 1183 they committed 
further depredations in its vicinity, as likewise 
in the territory of Kazan ; and in 12l8Joustong 
was conquered : these were the first inroads, and 
which the Grand Dukes of Russia were imable 
to repidse until the year 1219, when tiic Grand 
Ih&e Gh'fegory Vcevolodovich marched with an 
anay and compelled the intimidated Bulgai’ians 
to sue fbr peace, which was accordingly granted 
Under certaim stipulations. The peace did not last 
long, for in 1228 the same Grand Duke was en- 
gaged in a war with the Mordva, and in 1232 
he was again successful in an expedition he under- 
took against them. 

Q 2 
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“ The Russian Chronicles mention several an- 
cient cities built by the Tcheremiesie and Mordva ; 
thus Brachimolf (which shoidd not be confounded 
with a city of the same name belonging to the 
Bulgarians) was already a large and celebrated 
city in 1164, and stood near the upper part of 
the Kama, but was demolished so early as 1220. 
The next city of impiortance was Tuchtchin, 
which, according to Nestor’s account, was situate 
on the left bank of the Volga; the other consi- 
derable places named in the Russian history were, 
Tchelmat, Sabakoul, Ashlie, Djourkotin, and 
Kerminchouk, all of which were in existence in 
1396 ; while the city of Bidgaria is for the first 
time to be read of in 1 367, and no farther notice 
of it is taken after 1396, or it reigned but twenty- 
nine years. 

“ The Bulgarians, like the Mordva, became sub- 
ject to the Mongolian conquerors, the latter so 
early as 1239 ; and it Avould seem that henceforth 
uninterrupted tranquillity reigned for 120 years, 
caused probably by the protection which was 
afforded to the weak by the Khans of the Golden 
Horde ; at least no mention is made of a war 
until the year 1360, when the Great Horde had 
become so weakened by internal dissensions, 
as to hold out prospects of success to the pira- 
tical excursions of the Novgorodians, who made 
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their appearance upon the banks of the Volga, and 
Kama about that time, and, in short, continued 
to commit every devastation and ravage possible 
upon the Bulgarian cities. In 1380, Touktamisli 
reunited the hordes, and recovered the lost pos- 
sessions. • 

“In 1390 the captures of Viatka and Djouktan 
followed ; although in succession, as also with that 
of Kazan, they fell into the hands of the pirates 
of Novgorod. It is this Touktamish, Khan of the 
Golden Hordes, who first brings us acquainted 
with Kazan, nor are there any prior legends or 
traditions from which any conclusions can be drawn 
respecting it. A few tomb-stones, disj)ersed here 
and there in Upper Kazan, bear a most ancient 
date ; but it is a very remarkable circumstance 
in the history of this part of the world, that of 
the many monuments found, none of them 
mention any thing concerning Kazan. The 
Tartar manuscripts touching the histcgry of these 
parts, were either consumed at the capture 
or burning of Kazan, or, which is also not im- 
probable, they were carried away by those Tar- 
tars , of distinction who fled to Bucharia. The 
modem Tartars have a few traditions as to the 
building of Kazan, as also of the ancient neigh- 
bouring nations by which it was surrounded. 
But these traditions are ecpially absurd with 
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with the details given on the subject iw the’ ehJn-!- 
positions of Leezlolf and RichcoflP.^ > i; 

“ The first mention of Kazan in the Rhssian 
annals was in 1395, on the following occasion 
Touktamish, Khan of the Golden Hordes of Tar- 
tary,* gave Nishney Novgorod, formerly the pro- 
perty of Simeon Demetrius, Prince of Souzdal 
to the Grand Duke Demetrius. The former 
prince attempted to recover it, and indeed suc- 
ceeded; through the aid of Tatiaka or Entiak, 
Tzar of Kazan, •w'^hich last Avas, however, ulti- 
mately pursued by the forces of Muscovy, which 
captured the cities Bulgari, Djouktan, and 
Kazan. 

“ In the year 1430, Uluck Mahomed, or Maho- 
med the Great, made his appearance; he was als(!>' 
Khan of the Golden Hordes, but about the period 
of their decline. For a long time he 
mained inactive in the ricinity of BiabelF, but 
in 1444 he obtained possession of Nishney Nov- 
gorod; in 1445 he made an unsuccessful attempt 
ui)on Murom, being repulsed by the Grand Duke 
Vasiliy Vasillevitch. In the autumn of 1445, the 
two sons of Maliomed plundered the neighbour- 
hood of Souzdal, and entirely defeated the forces 
of the Grand Duke, who was taken prisoner, but 
liberated in October of the same year, upon the 
promise of a i-ansora ; which he was unable to pay, 
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in con^^i^ce of falling into the hands of his 
kinsman, who deprived him of his dukedom. 

“After these successes, Uluck Mahomed marched 
towards Kazan, i. e. in 1446, which having freed 
itself from the yoke of the Golden Horde, was now 
governed by its own princes : the city was captured, 
and Ali-bey (Le-bey) its prince was killed. Mame- 
tak, son of Uluck, was placed upon the throne, and 
with him commenced the new dynasty. Nikon 
says in his Russian annals, * and from that time 
commenced the kingdom of Kazan.’ 

“ Kazan, from its conquest by Uluck Mahomed, 
was governed by the following khans. 

“ 1st. Mametak, his son, from the year 1446. 
The time of his death is uncertain ; and his 
brother Jagoob resided as an emigi’ant in Russia 
The Tchereiniesie, in conjunction with the 
Tartars, made frequent incursions upon their 
enemies, particulai’ly into Jousting, wliiclx place 
they plundered. , 

“ 2nd. Kalil, son of Mametak, whose reign was 
short. 

“ 3rd. Abraham, brother to Kalil, reigned from 
1467 to 1478. Under his sovereignty the Ka- 
zanners attacked Jousting, and prevented the 
Russian forces, which were advancing towards 
Kazan, from crossing the Volga. In Jamuuy 
1468, the Tcheremierie suffered severely in a 
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battle with tht^ Russians ; while another- l\ir€ey!as»^ 
sisted by the Viatkians, in June 1468, never reached 
its destination : the Viatkian force liavirig beeii 'de* 
feated by that of Kazan, while the Tcheremiesia'rls 
were similarly treated by the Russians on the batiks 
of the Kama. Notwithstanding these defeats, a 
jMjwerful Russian army was obliged to retreat 
from before Kazan in 1469, whither they had pro- 
ceeded in boats. In the same year, the Grand Duke 
Gregory, brother to John Vassilevitch, appeared 
with a powerful force before Kazan, and at once 
burnt the suburbs of the city. The Klian Abraham 
was in a desperate situation, and promised to 
submit. In September 1478, he, however, being 
assured that the Grand Duke had been defeated 
near Novgorod, immediately advanced upon Viatka 
and Jousting for the purpose of plunder; but froin 
the afipearance of a Russian force belbro Kazan 
in the mouth of May, he was again obliged to 
submit : Jndeed the want of faith on the part ot' 
the Tartars could only be e(]ualled by the tajfdi- 
ness of the Russians in punishing them. Henqe, 
in after times, may be traced the many useless 
wars between these nations. 

“ 4th. Ali, the son of Abraham, 1478 t(j 1487, 
had no sooner ascended the throne, than his 
brother Machmadamen fled to the Grand Duke 
of Russia, aud instigated that prince to march 
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{igaiust ' Kazan ; • there he proceeded in the nidnth 
otf vMay of the same _ year, and reduced it on 
the 9th of J uly —making prisoner 'Ali. The Grand 
Dulse raised Machmadamen to the throne of his 
brother. 

“oth. Machmadamen, 1 487 to 1496. In this reign 
the Kazanners were first termed vassals of the 
Russian Grand Dukes, and were consequently 
bound to furnish a considerable proportion of 
auxiliary troops. In like manner, also, Machnia- 
damen obtained succour when, in the winter of 
1496, Mamoiik, Khan of Siberia, waged war 
against him. Mamouk retreated upon the ad- 
vance of the -Russian allies, which latter people 
also returned home, without even leaving a garri- 
son of protection to the Kazanners. Mamouk, be- 
ing in league with many of the inhabitants, again 
presented himself before the gates of the city, and 
com [jelled Machmadamen to abandon and forsake 
it. The new possessor soon rendered hirflself dis- 
agreeable to his tributaries, by depriving them of 
their property, an act which was as instantly re- 
taliated with success ; for the moment he quitted 
the city, the gates were shut, and he was not 
readmitted, but returned to Siberia; while the 
Grand Duke placed iqjon the throne the brother 
of Machmadamen, who brought a considerable 
suite of Russians : his name was— 
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“ 6th. Abdalla, 1497 to 16i02. He wa& aideil 
by the Russians, in 1499, against Argalask, brother 
to Mamouk, who had laid si^e to Kazan a second 
time, and although the place was successfully de- 
fended, still the conduct of Abdalla n^et with 
the disapprobation of the Grand Duke, who caused 
him to be seized and conveyed to Moscow in chains. 

“ In his place Machmadamen 7th again as- 
cended the throne, and continued there from 
1502 to 1518. In 1505 he revolted, ordered the 
detention of all the Russians in Kazan, to the 
number of fifteen thousand, not even excepting 
the ambassadors, and deprived them of all their 
property. In September of the same year, he 
marched against Nishney Novgorod, but without 
success. In 1 506 the Russians, advanced against 
Kazan. The Tartars, conscious of their strength, 
abandoned the camp, which immediately came 
into the possession of the Russians, who, not sus-; 
pecting.the Tartars were still in ambush, wwe 
taken by surprise, and fwced to retreat with consi- 
derable loss, as well as the sacrifice of a consider- 
able part of their artillery. Not long after this 
Machmadamen altered his conduct ; his mother, 
being the wife of the Khan of the Crimea, and in 
alliance with Vassili Ivanovitch, was the means 
of icnewing the former amicable connexions with 
Russia: the captives wci'c liberated, and allegiance 
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wksf' ^fM'n to. A ppotriacted illness caiTied hiih 
ofF'dt ' the sMno time that it did his brother Ab- 
dallia. 'To succeed him, the Kazanners, at their 
owli desire, received- from the Grand Duke, 
Sehakaly as their Khan: he was the descendant of 
the Khan of Astrakan, and arrived in April 151 9. 
He was very deformed in person, and Kerberstein 
has compared him to an English bidl-dog. This 
Khan was therefore not likely to jjlease the 
Kazanners ; indeed, he refused to lead them out to 
pillage, and punctually obeyed the will of his pro- 
tector the Grand Duke. In the spring of 1521 
he Was expelled from the city, and Safageray 
was chosen in his stead, he was the son of the 
Crimean Khan. 

" dth. Safageray, 1521 to 1530. In his reign 
the Russian ambassador, as well as the mer- 
chants, were not only detained, but put to death. 
Shaljaly fled to .the Grand Duke with his com- 
plaint, which, however, was not attended to, from 
the critical state he was himself in. In Septem- 
ber 1521, Shakaly privately quitted Moscow, then 
besieged by the Klian of the Crimea. In Ai^st 
1 520, an expedition was undertaken against 
the Kazanners, but was productive of no evil 
consequences, except the building of Vassiligorod 
on the river Soura. In July 1524, an army of 
one hundred and eighty thousand men marched. 
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under Shakaly, against Kazan : this expedition, 
also, proved unsuccessful ; large quantities of suc- 
cours were lost owing to the great difficulties 
opposed to their conveyance, the military arrange- 
ments were badly planned, nor did the com- 
manders wish, nor were they possessed of sufficient 
courage, to commence an attack. Safageray, in 
the mean time, encompassed them with his cavah'y. 
On the 15th Arxgust the Russians advanced to 
the walls of Kazan, and tq^ain as quickly retired, 
contenting themselves with the promises of sub- 
mission made by the Kazanners. 

“ Embassies were fitted out on either side, still, 
however, the same faithless conduct was pursued ; 
and in 1530 another Russian force was marched 
against Kazan, which produced a battle between 
the Khans of Nagaesk and Astrakan, and idti- 
mately led to the siege of the city. Again did tlie 
Khan acknowledge the supremacy of the Russians, 
and again were ambassadors appointed, by whose 
assistance the Kazanners were induced to de- 
throne Safageray, in whose stead the Russians 
placed Enalay, brother to Shakaly. 

“ Enalay, from 1531 to 1535. For some time 
Kazan went on tranquilly, Enalay and his sub- 
jects continuing faithful to the Grand Duke, until 
the Khan complained of the change in the go- 
vernment of Kazan, when he was confined in the 
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Bielo Ozero. Safageray retired to the Crimea, 
where he became Khan, and when the Kazanners 
had assassinated Enalay, they readmitted Safage- 
ray, in consideration of his having again been 
driven from the throne of the Crimea : indeed there 
is hardly an instance upon record of the powers 
of a sovereign being granted, withdrawn, and re- 
gi’anted in such a variety of ways, as were en- 
dured by this Safageray, who in 1 535 reascended, 
and continued till 1546. Reckoning upon the 
protection of the Khan of the Crimea, he plun- 
dered the neighbourhood of Kazan; and though 
the Khan of the Crimea constantly sti’ove by his 
interference to produce an amicable arrangement 
between the Russians and Safageray, yet never 
would the latter think of submitting himself as 
tributary to the Grand Duke ; he was therefore 
again expelled, after conferring the whole of his 
favours on the Crimeans. Shakaly had in^the 
mean time continued in gi’eat favour with the 
Grand Duke, and to. him the Kazanners sub- 
mitted, and promised obedience ; which, however, 
lasted but one month, when he was expelled, and 
again replaced by the fickle and fortunate Safa- 
geray, fi’om 1546 to 1549, during which period 
he was not very popular, although several of the 
Tartar nobles sxibmitted to Russia, as did likewise 
those Tcheremiesie inhabiting the right bank of 
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the Volga. Febniaiy and March lfl48’'^»iJe^tl 
a short war, during which a hattle was' fbugM IW- 
tween the Kazanners and the Rttssjair trboffe 
under the Tzar John Vassiloviteh, unproductive' of 
atty consequence but the mutual separation of the 
combatants. In March 1549, Safageray died at 
Kazan, and was succeeded by his son, the 
14th Khan, named Outamish, 1649 to 1561 ; 
who not being more than two years of agfc, was 
placed under the care of guardians, who in vain 
sued for peace with the Tzar John Vassiloviteh : 
Kazan was besieged until the approach of warm 
weather. In May 1551, the foundation of the 
city of Sviashk was laid, and thence may be dated 
the determination on the part of the Russians to 
destroy the power of the khans. A considerable 
force was left in the newly-founded city, as alsoin 
all the immediate environs of Kazan. The Tar-i 
tarSj, thus pressed upon all sides, with constanti 
losses in numerous skirmishes, hoped te extricate 
themselves by accepting Shakaly as theif khan; 
The infant Outamish and his mother were accord- 
ingly sent to Sviashk in August 1561. < 

“16th Shakaly soon arrived in the city, with 
several Russian boyars, and five hundred drdberS: 
But Russians- and Tartars soon became dissatisfied ' 
wilji Shakaly, more especially for his having put 
to death, in his own palace, seventy of the prlnOi-- 
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palibhabitants. The Russians insisted on his m- 
turning a consid^bie booty which the Kazanners 
had obtained on different occasions; nor would 
the Russians restore to him the right bank of the 
Volga. Thus pressed by Tartars and Russians, 
the humbled khan, to save assassination, left the 
city with his live hundred archers, in the montii 
of March 1552 : he was succeeded by 

“ 16th. Ed^ar. To free themselves from Sha- 
kaly, the Kazanners, had promised to admit a Rus- 
sian Governor ; they now not only refused compli- 
ancei but put to death all the Russians residing in. 
the town. They also endeavoured to foment an 
insurrection with the people residing in the vici- 
nity of Sviashk, and chose for their Khan this 
Edegar, son to the Khan, Kasay Achmadava, of 
Astrakan. The Grand Duke was not long before 
he marched a powerful force, and immediatdy 
besieged Kazan. The plan was skilful, — opposite 
to each entry of the town, batteries were erected, 
and the cannonade commenced. 

“On the 30th of August, 1552, Nimchin Raz- 
misl (a German engineer) successftdly* prepared 
some mines, and as the city had rejected all the 
proposals of the Tzar, the mine was fired, and the 
walls (rf the city blown up, on the mom of the 
2d of October. The Russians immediately stormed 
the breach, and notwithstanding the stout re- 
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sistauce of the Tartars, they hecani^ vi<?tipiBtt)!«s. 
The klian was taken prisoner* but pardoned upon 
condition of embi*acing Christianjty-r-hnw«fl ji»a- 
ptized, and assumed the nauie Simeon, ^ i 
A “ Thus from 1446 to , 1.&52, a period of ifuie 
hundred and six ye^rs, thei'C w«re seventeen 
Khans of Kazan— twa of them had been tiiree 
times elevated, and as often again ejected. Such 
a series of petty and indecisive warfai'e : hardly 
, appears in history. After the final cmiqnest of 
it by the Kussians, the people became acqu&fomed 
to Urn new govenunent ; but those who lived mo^'e 
, distant, were constantly fomenting .dnsurrectians. 
flvWsian forces were continually sent to quell thsm* 
.as also to collect the tribute which had Ijeen im- 
posed, and which was collected ip sof arbitrary 
and unjust a manner, that the Kazannei’sijlost 
all patience and broke put into open reboUinn^ln 
1553 ; nor were , the Russians, who! i no\te go- 
verned Kazan, capable of iquelling i*.- , - . s . s > 
“The I’ebels assembled from ail parts- df the 
Volga,, as well _ as , from • Amkoy,. on the. river 
Mesh : intrenching themselvesj they continued -to 
disturi) the whole territwy ; of Kazan, until Keh- 
ruary 1554* vvhen a large Russian army Idefeat- 
ed them, killed nmuy, , and made fifteen tliou- 
sand of the Tai'tars prisoners. -Those ,who.;es- 
caped retired into the wooils of Vintsk, and . thence 
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sent to request a truce, which was granted them. 
Fresh disturbances broke out in 1555, and con- 
tinued till 1 557 ; during which period a succession 
of injuiy and oppression was heaped upon the 
Tartars, and as obstinately retorted as occasions 
offered. In 1574, the Russians sent a large 
force to reduce the Tcheremiesie, which latter 
nation were soon compelled to submit. Indeed, 
for thirty years nothing but disturbances took 
place ; at last the Kazanners, feeling the superiority 
of the Russian character, placed themselves for a 
perpetuity under the banners of Feodor Ivano- 
vitch, who had then succeeded to the sovereignty 
of Russia. As the power of the Tartare declined, 
so that of the Russians increased, and liecame at 
last so great, that the first Viceroy governed it 
with uncontrolled power : any apprehension of re- 
bellion had been avoided, by sending as auxilaries 
to the Russian armies all the discontented Tar- 
tars, together with their Princes and 'Murzas, 
most of whom found a grave in Livonia. 

“ A few days after the capture of Kazan, the 
foundation of a stone church was laid on the very 
spot where the Russian standard was first plant- 
ed. It was built in commemoration of the 2nd 
October, which is still a fast day with the Greek 
church, and termed Caprian and Oustien. The 
cathedral of Bli^aveshtshenskia, viz. glad tidings, 
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was completed in 1562. The Tartar mo.^iies wane 
destroyed, and every means resorted to ' for Uie 
spreading of the Christian religion. In FebifUM}' 
1^5, Kazan' 'Was elected into an archbislK^ridk, 
cbniprehenihng the following dioceiesJ ■ Kazab, 
Vassil-Gorod, Viatsk, idid Sviagsk ; the monastery 
of Sparsk for males, arid that of Kazan for fematea : 
they were both founded by John Vassilovitch, ^ 

“ The possessions of the Tartar princes and 
khans were confiscated and given to the cleigy 
and children of the Boyars: the commons were 
distributed between the Russian soldiers and 
tho.se Tartars who embraced Christianity ; while 
the common people of Kazan were enrolled as 
peasants of the crown. 

“ The affairs relating to Kazan and its govern- 
ment were conducted in a special court estaMkh- 
ed at Moscow, and known in the year 169S^ by 
the name of the palace of Kazan. It took c(^- 
nizance of the collection <rf tribute frcta the ’fir- 
mer khans of Kazan and Astrakan, tried crimi- 
nal and other causes, administered justice, and 
granted patents. In the reign of Boris Feodoro- 
vitch-Koutchoum, the last of the Siberian khans, 
was defeated, expelled, and his possessions seized. 

“ During the rebellion which agitated the Rus- 
sian empire in 1612, Kazan sided with the party 
of the great patriot Posharsky, a native of this 
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The'tfolibles here experienced were, how- 
ever, of no great import, nor of long continuande, 
as they terminated, with the I'ecapture of Moscow. 
Kazan was also desolated in 1774, by the traitdr 
PougatchelF. He headed the rebellion on the 
banks of the Onral, in 1773, and then threw 
himself into Kazan. From the 12 th to the 15th of 
July the city was given up to plunder and murder, 
and lastly to fire. The castle alone was pre- 
served, previous to the arrival of Genei’al Mi- 
chaelson. 

“ During the reign of the Tzar Michael Feodo- 
rovitch, tranquillity reigned in the government of 
Kazan. His successor, Alexei Michaelovitchj com- 
manded towns and other fortified places tovbc; 
twilt for the defence of the southern parts. : Sim- 
birsk was built in 1643, between when and 1654, 
the Simberian line between the rivers Volga and 
Sonra wte erected: it consisted of a impart 
-formed of earth and straw, (Meakov). In 1732, 
the line between the Kama and Volga, called 
Sokamsk, was also lakl. 

“In 1688 the Misbtshm’acks were transferred 
from the neighbourhood of Alatier and Simbii^ 
to the province of Ufinisk, as were also the Teh©- 
remiesie and Mordva from the neighbouibood of 
Kazan to the rivers Sok and Tchererashan. 
In 1714 a new government was formedj eotti^^- 
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prehending the cities of Kazan, Svi^sk, Vifitfca, 
Koungour, Simbirsk, and Penza : 41^ a^aii) 
changed in 1780, by Catherine the Geeat^ ^^^hen 
all the former territories of the khans of Kazw 
were divided into the Ibllowing governments ? 

“ 1st. The country of the Viatka, having the 
town of its own name as the seat of goveminenfc.j 
“ 2d. Tile country situated near the' upper part 
of the Kama; Penn the capital. 

“3d. The country between the Volga and 
Kama; with the city of Kazan for its capital. * 
“4th. The country between the Volga and 
Soura; Simbirsk the capital. ,: ! ! 

“ 5th. The country between the Matkasand 
Soura ; Penza its capital. , v 

‘^6th, The southern country between the Soujra 
and the Volga ; Saratof the capital. ; 5 

“ 7th. The country of Ufa had been i already 
separated, in 1734, from the territory of 
and is called the government of Orenbourgf. Ufa 
is the capital since 1782. . . r : . r . 

“ In May 1722, Peter the. Great visited Kazan 
he established an admiralty and . dock-yand -for 
building vessels to navigate the Volga and Gas- 
pian Sea; likewise a cloth manufactory, fisr the 
supplying the army. The clerical seminary and 
the school for convicts, were established in 1720. 
The college was founded in 1758 | tlie imi- 
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vel^sity established in 1805, opened in 18'14^ 
and endowed in 1820.” ' 

7he learned professor has in bis possession a 
tariel^ of Tartar dr Mahomedan manuscrii)ts ; 
they all run in the same strain of siniplicity. 
Among others, I select the following, as giving, 
in a more concise manner, their own history of 
their country : — 

“ In the year 707 (1300), from the time of 
calculating years, Aksak Toumier took the city 
of Bulgari from Abdoul Khan. Abdoul had two 
sons, one named Altoun Bek, the other Alem 
Bek — ^both were khans. Upon the destruction 
of Bulgari, they proceeded to the banks of the 
river Kazanky, and built themselves a city. The 
people under his subjection inhabited it ninety- 
four years, when the place became disagreeable, 
and it was abandoned . They then built another 
city at the mouth of the same river, and there 
they remained one hundred and fifty-eiglit years, 
when the race of the Mussulmen Khans termi- 
nated. At this time there was no khan in 
Kazan ; Shiek Ali was detained in captivity by 
the Russian believers. 

“ Some time after this the Russians, acquirmg 
strength, appeared with all their forces before 
Kazan for the pmpose of taking possession of it. 
At this time Ivan Kalta reigned over Russia ; for 
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seven yeai’s they were unable to bring the Miis- 
sulmcn to submit. Previously to the capture of 
Kazan, the Russians built a city at the mouth of 
the Sviag, in which th^ placed guns, a mili' 
tary chest, fire-arms, and stores of provisions. 
After this, Shiek Ali sided with the Russians, 
and, unknown to the Mussulmen, he ordered 
water to he poured over the gunpowder, and 
lastly he surrendered the city. The greater part 
of the people were killed or wounded. After 
this carnage, the Tzar obtained possession of 
Kazan, an event which took place in the year 
969 , reckoning from the Hegira (1552). The Rus- 
sians acquired possession on a Sunday, and on the 
second day of the constellation of the Scorpion, 
that is, on the 2d of October. 

“ The names of the khans who governed Kazan 
are as follows: viz. the sons of Abdoul Khiin, 
Altoun Bek and Alem Bek. After these fol- 
lowed Machmoud Khan, Matiak Khan, Khalil 
Khan, Abraham Khan, Moukhamrnadamin Klian, 
Mamouk Khan, Abdallah Khan, Sakhil-Gheray 
Khan, Safe-Gheray Khan, Alii Khan, Outiak 
Khan, and Jadigar Khan. This last reigned in 
the year 959 (1552), when there was an eclipse 
of the sun. After him Kazan liecame subject to 
Russia. 
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'ii!i{ff%‘r^al:^iig Kazajo. ; Cf ]^ulgari 
^Mo^, although its site ht fitut eighty *ii0ISl^ 
Kazan. It stood in a £^ite and rich plaih;‘ 
aM^liill hpasts some int^iliriDj^ monuments of 
aftljquity/orie of which 1 idideR' 

whll; which enconipiiit# the dte is still 
tmc^ble, and is four miles in circumfbteiice. At 
ptesenl a small vil^C and chiirdh occupy a 
of thb ‘ site, the i^^ens ^l^ihg 
over a bed of human boneS t have seen ^irie 
able drawings of the reniiining monuments in the 
collection of Professor Fuchs. 

Tiie neeiffiil preparations being mad# for irtiy 
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departurev ^uch as purohaidng a ngw Mbitka, proN . 
curing passports, laying in. a sto^k of $ 

andr.j^idding (adieu to>att Mendel I seii oiKlii;^ dnd J 
cn>sfiiBgia>ileny, of j sBEomUeatjo^ritifeiaityal^ 
againsta N'W^ udnd,;reacl)^ tiba:IUi£i^^tal^ sai^. / 
My ba^tge and horses did not atnya iwitU 
near midnight, when wa Crossed two more feiries, 
the face of the country being scarcely visible firo»* 
the flood. Next evening I reached Tcheboksarhi < 
on the r^ht bank of the Volga, having come OVer - 
a fertile and beautiful country, tolerably wdl?'; 
pec^led, who were as civil and obliging’ as iceuLda 
be -desired^ Many extensive tanneries and taUoiir^ 1 
rdKmi^ places are in the neighbouihood. ITdhe-^ < 
boksari has eight hundred dwellings, rnid threo'' 
thousand inhabitants, besides two conspicuous > 
monasteries ; its situation is romantic, aud it fans. ' 
a considerable trade, especially of a line tallow^ 
which is, much esteemed in £)oglaud it-it is,.aot* ^ 
withstan'hing, a dirty place. , , . ! ] ; : 

From. Tcheboksari the road; was very bad. I 
crossed a difficult ferry on the Soura, from the 
town of VasaU, and thence on to Nishney Novi- 
gorod) where I aiTived at sun-set. The theatre 
had just closed, and I consequently met most -of 
the wealthy people returning from it. ;The view 
of, Nishney Novgorod from a distance of ten 
miles has a fine effect, the country is well culti- 
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vateiH -wld'U'l etijoyeci tlie 
th«(fcib^iiqtck) {troeuredi'lo^ng&M 

cdeteed i^tdfy, knd bave hmids^ki^ appearn^c^^'' 
stilb> hdVevfer, ' P fefel fa^-fr©lfi -ttf' tb't4t' -^ 

dffirsMUtyot' safety triei^Safthn^nts -^the^^' 

rivep^Vo^^ Many extra precautions^ at a cobsii' J 
den^le iexpense, have been taken since I 'was>&ist 
hateji and' ^the direction of the works have be^n ' 
t^m Prom General Betancourt, and ^ven to th^ j 
PpHide of ii Wirterabourg. Whether his Highm^S ^ 
is aibdtter engineer, I know not, but he does’^iWl’ • 
bearddidt 'Character, perhaps unjustly.^ Plife ‘bhnk>’ ’ 
oBfwhieh tho fair stands has, in many places, 'been ’ 
rauCdutivelve, ' and in some eighteen feet. ' The * 
clmi'ikyf theatre, ^hot^j goyerrimenl-house, guard- 
house, .chanedry^ and pttbBc c^esesi are handsomie ' 
structures. 'rih' - ■ : r' - .i.'vf 

i There ate " tWO' thonsand seven hundiied drops, 
whichi? iiivhe*i''!let, u411'' produce seven hiUidrtd ' 
thodiiiaadyhul^eS anmmt, wtiild the expco^^ 
have 'Utreadf amtmnted to seven Unillions^ ' arid 'il’ 
is> sttppDsed'tvili require * at leust- two more ■ IT^ 
erec^on^has most materially ^tered and benefited’ 
the appear£mce of Novgorod, which now cohfains 
thirty thousand inhabitants; it is paved, kept' 
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deiti, and wnll pdUced^ at least the uppepitetini>is ; 

Iowa* 'town is still, of cdui%, a fdaceJol’ 
Jews dBd |)edlar8, filth and dirt ^altendingUt siiiid 
thian. My old Spanish aoquaininncea wei)e >dtill 
at work, and althm^ a ttttle jdistontented at '^ 
fall of their patron General Betancourt, w^ stall 
doing well, and grateful to Russia. ' • 

From Nishney Novgorod I continued my rmite 
and reached the large and handsome village of Bo<- 
gorodskoye, belonging to the Count ^erem^iefi! 
There are in the neighbourhood many villages 
belonging to the same young nobleman, as also 
several residences ready for his recq)tion. D^is' 
young Count is not only the ri^st sutgect in 
Russia,^ hut is more than comparatively the liohest * 
in the world. He has one hundred and isixty 
tiiousand peasants, and a revenue not fiRC eboet 
three millions of roubles. The village of 
gorodskoye contains nine hundred dwdiings mid 
five thousand inhabitants, the situation is fine and 
the country well wooded; and such i64he face of 
the country all the way to Vladimir, where J ' 
arrived at noon. I had passed tlie Imge village 
of Pavlovo containing three thousand bouses ‘and 
fifteen thousand inhabitants, also belonging to the 
^eremetieff family. Many iron muAufactories 
are to l)c seen at work, and the country is highly 
cultivated. Numerous populous villages, all having 
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a rkaadeon^i in a > dilapidated state, attmot 
this attention of thetmvcUer^ Mounun, Monacov^ 
dad: Qtt^ismal towtiS' aife in’ the saone oonditioni; 
dndHtWjonfyt diiferenQe. 1 ^tbserve i$ th^ incr^tsed 
inputieDeeif^ the po6<jha$t^ in s5me plae^ I 
Viia&: exceedingly piiovoked with their extortion. - 
This conduct of postmasters is ope of the 
g^test minces in the Russian Rmpire,' and is 
in-iiome measure imputable to the goveniment. 
^itraveller arrives at a post-house, procures horses^ 
and' ii about to depart, when an (PBcer also comes 
upon service and takes the horses from the tra-> 
vdfef. . It often happens also that a traveller 
aririves’udth a passport and order &r horses, and 
iidieugb ^there he plenty, the postmaster v^iU noh 
gife.^em uPderiifty per cent, increase — this is ther 
haedfCasein whidt civilians, and peo{de not in thei 
servicfinof the Emperor, placed* Government 
Uame punished several offenders, but the law and 
cnintcma of procuring horses are bad. Why should 
liot individuals be allowed to hire their own horses, 
vtithout hdhg subject to the compulsion of en- 
gining them from the post-eontractmr ? Speaking 
ofithe post« it inay not be, unamusing or useless to 
infiu'itt my readers, that to send a letter from one 
paitt of the Russian Empire to the other, the postage 
must he paid in advance — a cii'cumstancc which 
appears fo me to keep back education more than 
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-kliy thing dse. There is a great' 

in - paying ‘ to send a iettei* of tlid 
ivhieh a pewoh is nc^in^nted, arid paying teethe 
^ei^pt rif a d(«en fetters cOrriitlg'frbtri 
friend. It is said fhrit' itfariy'M^e-fetters'WOrild'lfe 
sent t hy ' the ignoiarit- mid riiisdiie*«irtlS ; tMs ^ in- 
deed might at first -he the case : but let tlt^ hfe 
sent, they will thus become better educated, OA 
in the end will know better how to eriipk^ISfiSi’ 
time; to say nothing of a considerable iWeitrit^tt 
the post revenue which must take 'plaCfe'Mk eddt 
cation expands. tiibrnai 

*'“The road from Vladimir to Mb^ow’ls 'h iiMfl 
dne,: being a continual causeway; It raincdMMj 
rind my cart being leaky, the jourrifey'wte dkiSeflt 
itt^ unpleasant. The apprcmch t6 MoridbW'iioftri 
little exposed the absurdity of the belirif,''tha^*tlfe 
approach towards civilization is the aj^rdritlt^-rij 
happiness. The people niore sutiyv the'irtfeSeS^'id’ 
life dearer, no hospitality, vot^dris rili^^te''^ 
gain, innumerable b^gars, roads' With 

vehicles of afl deseriptions^uCh* ate the^ririrh'SigtlS 
of approaching a capital> and such Wis the ba6ri''aa 
I entered Moscow’s crowded streets, And^put' ^ip 
at the London Hotel; which 1 recomhiendiiO'Orie 
else to do — from its expensiven^s, 'aii^ 4he'4^^ 
attention and want of cleanliness of its rowrieirit 
My stay in Moscow occupied me three woeka, 
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(Wi spare pl»c^ ia Dilig^ace.ifl^^ 

jPstaljUs^ed .ppon; a 
f cua^ qr^palf 90^^ H 

w ii i i; !i 

^oil; iVffs- ipq^, eqj^j^ained payi,^ 

J^ling^ ^ada> as well as.Ji^^seveiral of. tl^e nol^ 
!iji,(y. .,1 attended the opera and theatre, ai^ pajd 
yisi1^40 ;the nunierous magnjdicent villas in, tl^e 
§eigh^nrhopd of Moscow, which are well wpi^ 
:^j§ ,a|tentlen of the traveller, and forcibly jccr 
minded me of old England.. 1 also visited th^ 
Pf If ,w{dks and gardens of the Kremlin,. ; jEmd 
^ y®^y handsome., The e^tpPWT 
which has lately been cstahlisbipjl 
by,; ,tbe/tMosKjpw Imperial Society of Rural Rppf 
which i? much patronized hy |tb? 
npbp^ty . pC Russia, has met with success ; .its 
Pfpspi^ j president, ,the Gfovernor-general pf MpSr 
^^fhmir is a man of gri^t 

ipept has placed, it, . pnder, . the 

laanage^eptj of. -nfy, friend, i nl?P 

.vpited the; pnhtic -prisons, which are conduct©^ 
apcQrding.j|o,,a,plani: 8 nggested by the lamented 
Howard. ! .They are f^^ to, those of i% 

new ..capita : fifteen hundred prisoners are copr 
fioedv. in them, seventy-five of whom are . crir 
minals. . . . . v: 
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CJwei^oi'-geifferftrs 

wafe destofoyed by fire the 'Wlritdrj»*bi#^ihfe 
liet yet been rebuilt. The aneedote- 
it will 'be long i«n™einbered It - wAt 
at a grand hall, and Wheo the tdbiei^We^O'ldre&dy 
laid for supper, that the fire was disebvered. ' It 
had long been seen by. the Watehntett, btft lie 
could not think of giving the alarm, or disturbing 
the quadrilles and waltzes. When it Was knbWfii 
the company had barely time to esca^ hte^rd'the 
drawing-room floor fell in, carrying With It the 
supper-tables, already covered with the UsUlt 'de- 
licacies and ornaments. ■' • <•**<’ 

Among the most conspicuous pm*son^^t!S*^W 
Moscow was Lieutenant Holman of -the^rdyill 
navy, a poor blind knight of Wiiidstmi 
several pleasant days With him, and’ cOhM(®Sr^ 
the accomplishment of my des%tt' 0f peuetriing 
through Siberia as nothing wten 'tSS^fpOtied^ 
his detemination of proceeding also. 'HO Mated 
to me many anecdotes of his travels 
sight. What object he can have,‘'witHO(it''a’^i 
vant, in going to Siberia, I know not;’' hi- 
deed, may go there as well as any Where 
for he will see just as mUch ? Mt th^ is 'sO 
little to be seen by those who have even the 
of their eyes, that I cannot divine what ' intereiM 
he ran have to attempt it, without even a krtOW* 
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thf^ Bussifui langu^e. if hi»joDl$nal, 
iwterestingji i)e coiaposed^of 
b#Rl^y* Mi 'it of ocular, «w» 

4^cei he will if^eed h«ve -enough to do to lecoid 
Iho inftM^atitMo^ he may reoeive, and which can 
<nily -proceed from ejoles or criminalsj and conto*- 
qUently not implicitly to be relied upon ; > partis 
cttlarly Mtuated f» he is, possessing hardly suffi* 
dent knowledge of the Russian language to duly 
appreciate the value of such hearsay information. 
11^ manuscript must become voluminous, and, of 
e()furser too bulky to be sent by private hands ; iit 
can only therefore be forwarded by the post, whene^ 
ndthout doubt, it will be subject to the examination 
(f /those whose duty it is to inspect documents id’ 
Kuch .a nature as this is likely to be, and will he 
treated according to its merit. 

,„,36n evety country, even in England, we had 
that) fordgners should be careful of what th^ 
doi ua well as of what thejr write, if they wish 
their packets a safe arrival to their destination : 
they should take care toat nothing offensive to 
the gtivemment be mserted ; for frequently, as in 
England, truth is a libel, and the greater the 
trutb^ the greats the libel. Whether -Mr* 
Holman has already learnt this useful, and, 
to travellers, necessary lesson, time will develope ; 
if so, he may go where he will, and be received 
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c^M^%j^^^^ ^y. fa^s ii)i;§il^jfi^ 
n#«0fejh^Py ip ^P%,|«tHJ;p^,,,^^! ^ 

^M>e|^a 4 ^ a.fWiW* 91*5 

c^t^ry* when ev?n |%,b%((J 5 

SJ^hty-?-. . .U > .'iiV.. ^' i,’ Vi.-.C' '.ii': ['W \‘'Mi - -<<<r; hlH; 

,UpQnj my outward jow^ey .through ,]d 4 f sit^n . 
I ^ but little time to pay may attention.,t9,j^l 
situatioQ» or indeed to any thu^ CQQcernju^|ti^„ 
nor did 1 think it necessary, considering, ^i^vd^, 
thmt ! every one was acquainted, wi^lat t^^ 
brated and ancient ca^ntal of the Ri^ian,|Jp5)|?^ j 
Upon my return, I had as httie tuue,,a&. ji^ 
tba. to enter upon the sulgecit, from qthmr, 
stances which ‘it is here i ne^less, 

Suffice it to say, I now venture, tp 

lation of a swnewhat curious aufl ,4n^e^jjqgv.> 

doeument, which shows state 

in the year 1812 , previous , to fhe;.9op%grq^9P^ 

and in the year l 5 l 8 • only . iShfisi yjeprsv.^sqy . 
quent to what may be tonned the tQtol; djBstfPff ; 
tibn of the most magnificent and m^toaordipfH^v 
city in the universe. When this statement 
tentively considered it cannot, I presume 
strike the reader as afibrding a wonderfiili,i^<r , 
ample of the exertions of the-Muscoyitoa, ip^U t 
cmHeso calamitottsi- . <. ? , 7 hiho. 
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tap6n grattiKi thftti &nj^^ 
Asidy w AMciaii^t ure kn^ 
cljwte' fditfkce^ ' id } anff in' the short 

of'*lL3^'i^e4ri‘t6 Bd^t an iocreAse df twd thoU8iihii< 
oiil&'1i1lih(l^^ and private dtvellings/caid * 

tiidi^'atid arid eighty-ohe of which are 'of stone* 
and one thousand and sixty of wood, — is a cirririni*^'' 
stirifcie ipetteeting every honour upon the Russian 
Emjil^e. If, therefore, from its ashes, it corild iri 'i 
sd ■ khbit a time assume a grandeur superior to * 
thli^'^rlrierly entertained of it, what must be its* 
st^i^ at thismoinent, six years subsequent to ^ ) 
tnftd'l'ito* now Speaking of? Surely such a dir# i 
ciAhiUtece Shows a spirit of emulation never bo-iJ 
foW^^iStii^aSsfed, if ecjualled, in any part of ; Urn I 
wihid'i ’ttbr'is it with this city, under siimlar cim-. 
cttlifiitiEirides,-fhat I will stop. Kazan, Orenbouig,> : 
SiiimbfJ •’indeed several other c(H)siderable dties:* 
ofr^’fhe^ ftusSian Empire, have each frequently 
shisli^ 'the- fete of Moscow; and yet they are 
nn’''ydOrier' ’burnt than rebuilt: a subscription is ; 
set 'On' feoti rinda* the im sanction of the # 

hfihpfe^, arid the taxes are for a time rescinded : 
wftti overy class of so unfortunate a peopte / 
'Hie 'dries of Russia, frmn beirig generally built j 
of SroOd, are more than ordinarily exposed to the 
fifery element ; in spite of the fact,; that no ; 
country in the world has provi^d the same 
VOL. ii. s 
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Pe^rali^lg. In. iUustratipn c|f th% I 

ip evpity^gua|ter, or (^vision of^the 
(jj^ereni cijtios li^re is an olevalw .toVicer, witn 
a . lopk-Qut , . tipd , to give a , gener^ 


aiamif and teleg^ppjii^c, ipipraaatipn, in ca^ li^. 
Thev general of the polipe^is obliged t(^ atteni^ 
aniil the engines being attached .to thpse 
tpwera, of course are enabled to jpocei^ 
to, their destination. . The, general pnpour^- 
nif»it, nay, almost compulsive measure^^ 
by the government to build with bricky 4 tds 
Pl^umed, prevent so many devastating .cpn|l^^ 
(jipns as some of the most wealthy cities hav£ 
been subject to. ' . ; 1 " ^ 

In the summer of 1812, the inhabitants of 
I^pscow were computed at 312,000, cqmpospd pi 
the ^Mowing classes, &c. , ' ^ ^ * 

^ ' i: : 

Cfetgy »m h% . 

Nobility 

M^itary .................... • . ^ ^ 

Merchants ..I.] .. •••• i\,^85 

Mechanics and artizans of all d^bmiiiatSftns i; 

SfervSnts of the nobility^ who retttaife Jin Moscow 
^ during die ammer to ^guard ihe palaeeS) . » y 
Fpiiaigners • « • » • ^ • • • » ••;«••••• • • 

(^j^piinon population and. peasantry • ... iv« .^63,776 


(iraiid Tothl 


mm 
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oilier ho1)lemeri, ' seiiatWs, generals, aiid 



tveraorc, return to the city to spend the ChiMt- 


ith^' and other holidays,' as well 'as the Cai^ival. 
fe ls jjlsd not unworthy of remartc, that at the 
peiidd this census wds taken, all foreigners hkd 
ordered away —their numbers were not irt- 
cdhsiderable : French, German, Italian, Swiss^ 
ibuiidh, &c. all, even the Prussians, were ordei^ 
ptfay ; all those nations having been in leaghc 
i^g^st this mighty Empire. The personal de- 
pendents upon a Rilssian nobleman are genfe-‘ 
rally M iiuiherous, aiid upon the same footirig, dSl 
Riey are in Spain ; they are a species of heir-i 
of charity, they are never turned away, 

io din >iii ... ... . ;■. 

expensive but necessary ap- 


an 


'considered 

^nda^,“for ' \dthout them much murmur would 
ensue ; thus these united considerations induce 


hfe'’to lay down the winter popiilation at 400 
or 4^,000 souls. 

this population, in common with everj^ 
other ? capital, will increase, I doubt not ; e^ 
pecially if it Continues to receive the support it 
ridvr doesi add more especially if the Empetor 
Alexander makes good the hopes and expecta-^ 
tidhs.of the Muscovites, by making it the ImpiSrial' 
rd^idehce for a period of three or four years, 

s 2 
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wlhiie tfce winter palace ait St. Peywl^urgi * W 
^ther with other considerations^ uhde^^^^^ 
most cpmplete repair, if it be not entirely rebmifc* , 

T^dt Moscow is a more adv^anta^oius spdt^lof 
the capital of the , Russian Empire,' than SI. 
Petersburg, there can be little of no doubtV ' ii/ 
is a sort of central spot between the Caspfaii 
and Baltic as well as the White Seas, be^dfi^ 
other internal parts of the ancient Empire,' ! oF 
Dukedom, not forgetting the most remote part^ df 
Siberia, to which there is a noble water-catii^^' 
by, steam, if properly carried into effect." lu 
two rivers Moskva and Yaouza, with four ' 
not a little strengthen my assertion ; they 
inib, through, and round the city, and iriigllt 
rtiadb of the most wonderful consequence, tlifey’ 
bbin^ all that can tend to the necesrity'br 
fbri,:^ wcU as to the luxurious appetite^' *of thb^ 
inhabitants. ■ . '!;•:!! .i.-nr 

Over these rivers and canals thbrb' krb bi^hF 
stone bridges, there are now kl^o hihety^^f 
bridges constructed of wood, whilb lii' 16 'f^' 
there were but seventy-two. StiFely ad incr'ehbtt 
of sixteen bridges upon a destroyed city ik 'an' 'Evi- 
dent mark of imprpvemeht, and of fadmtatii)|[ ^le 
intercourse from one part or the t^y to the bthei*: 
Pifp'r is this the only proof of the deriie which'^i# 
edtertaihed by the inhabitants^ as well as by the 
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gj9^ernine|Dt, l^faciUtate the means of con^u^^ 
tion ; me; alleys, lanes, and ndrrow thoroushmres 
have increased from four hundred and one, to nv6 

..JUv'Or:'- < ■. -i , ' . f - 

hi^dred and tnirtjr-nine, while the princip^. or 
fij^t-rate streets have decreased from one hundred 
and eighty-three to one hundred and sixty-fouy, 
T)ije widening of these principal streets, and the 
greater extension of cross thoroughfares, have also 
tpnded to reduce .the number of gardens at- 
^hed to the houses' of the nobility from pim 
thousand three hundred and ninety-three, to one 
^p^and and twenty-one; and although this 
facing off in the ornamental as well as useful 
of Moscow has taken place, still has the lat- 
tpif ipcjreased proportionately upon other equally 
qepessary works. Formerly there were but three 
thousand six hundred and seventy wells for water, 
^^jle .theee. are now three thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-three, being an increase of one 
l^undfed and, twenty-three in six years. The orna- 
rpeptal, sheets of water, as well as fish-ponds, have 
given way to the increase of building, in a 
pjrppprtion pf from two hundred and ninety-seven 
^ ^twp hundred and fifty-three. - 

Pnl^n ®afrances to the city, as well as the 
mnnher of parishes into which Moscow is divided, 
are the same, the former stixeen,' the lattm^ 
twenty. The number of public squares is also still 





|pd«?gpn 
.ccradition or . number, I 



'i 


ill 


,4st,,Uni^j4^y, J .; k)M’ 

.Public nfiPbools, a ;. 

N(tb^e,,two Ip^t ,^rp &t ^ lexp^^ apdj 
,^e ,phiji{uithrppmjprotecUpn pf thp Pr|n^,j*j5^- 
zin and Count Sheremetieff, and.havje bpeii|i|rgj^ 
.5lji. Imperial palai?ps, 4 ; Jtb,. .jj^he- 
^ ^, 7, ; 7th. ;Bnrial^onnds, 14 ; ^thr ^l^ijlt^ 
:: p^nab 1 ; ; dth. Public cfiai^l^ in^tiblt^n^.,)!) ; 
j;b^th.;E<iyiicie fm’ the instimc^n jf ,^i^j^^- 
■phans, 1,; 11th. Military ^rrp^, 
rj^gpidling, 1 ; I3th.-Theatr<v 1 ; 

Ipnmieryj Ij 15th. .Wprkhouw, jl; ^ ][^j,pFOT 
:,ppp wido\ys, 1 ; 17tb. Mad-ho|as(5^.j.^; 

,.aPth. jJVTpkets, 29 j aizt. Infirflaa^^.i.^^. 
iiSlaughtpr-houses, 19 ; 23d. ^igna^tpi!ife|s^,.,^9 ; 
,a4th. Watch-towers, 369* 






vQf religious .edifice^ ,tlie jforty ipfties pp,^w 
no more— superstitipus.bigQtjyJs .UfiW jSuy^ jipfo 
,th9 iPjOSt tolerant pf, aU re)i^ons 
<,C»tJM>lic, • Pjotpstant, Jew* . J^a^fli^edp, or j;^- 
>j;aq, they pe all alikp couqlena^^^d in, 

The Court of St. Tiet#fshpg apppps jfcp J^fep^jn 


■iiewjfii#. 


" ..Klsm/CT ;g !K;( )l»uVi'> 


In 1812 there were 296, now tiieife ah§-^riftly 
iilSQ j of ‘(Sj:^ehls ‘for tfrlsijsif*''ihfer^^ere 

1Bfli^ii^'*itio# fourteen, 'wH&ie for hfoSis Ihert' 
nidw but serfen— fburteeii ^ of one, and 
Bf ‘ another sort too many ! The jirivate ■ che^w 
remain at thirty. 

niiS^erer are fifty-fire public w'Orkhouses, as ^dl 
Qi%4 salne number of storehouses or graat^tk; 
' ^ve‘ cavalry stables, though fortnetly 'btit t#6 ; 
' ^ir^Ve • pmting-houses, though foWnefly *^%iit 
‘^iit ; manufactories now, 376^ formerly ■ 442 ; 
‘^blfc 'bathsi formerly forty-one, now tlw^yyffii^ 
*'~TH^ty-THEEfe TOO MANY !— private* hiBftis, 
^(^66, forinerly * 1060 , a diminution which, in -file 
' yeat Wl^‘ *can only be attributed to the fiict, tli«t 
‘TOfe ifBBletfffen and princiiail gentleman of MosBoW, 
* l^m’^th^ Hrrini or corps (fobservatioH^ h«! aM#^4t 
that time returned to I^scovy to snperifit^dit4e 
'^aredion df their' l)aths,---a st^ement f am borne 
'iHit 'ih by the knowledge- that each nobli^ail’s 
' iKWd'^ntfem in Rusria is nOthii^ Wttii- 

4lit M bath j 'have -alili rii'leajtt of the<n4te bf 

hbbiifty^ a "Steam*^ btrides a more'^cbmlnan 
' bneTch'the tfte iOf the *donwst^^^ ■ > 
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i thejpuWw ibwfwr^^ 
7W«ite>werQ4tt; .«iiL 

; «ftd; ^Qm (^y sy^rtilJOfS^djQjp^^ 

s/die(| -und thirtyrMx { . . ^v#te,v«ho{>^,,o^.,iPjyf^e 
^jii(^8e8,.dne thousand @ev«aitundred!,<u^ 
two, now but- one thousand two hnj^ 
:twenty-«ix ; private seminaiiesr chiefly , 
iioreigners, there were seventeen, now tweptyhtt^; 
uud; private academies now seventeen, ‘jfertpf^y 
:>tWenty-one. Although the gross. ni«nher/Q]^.^h^e 
^laeful and scientific institutions will 
I 'j^, dimiiushed, still it cannot but .be , ^loyp;?!d 
that the poiod has been so sho^ as. ,t^i^\yip,jto 
;adiBait;Of a more extensive, or a more, ipi’e]gWftgye 
*Kit^Heiy from former ills. W the>rpdpctipj(^,j 9 f 
eohotds in particular, I may be perjnitll??4>l®!>R!?" 
«igme» that the very general adoption .of , 
oasterian system of education. thpoMgh ^h^^e 
ISmpue, will alone i be .su%ieul, ,tp^. 

impartial, that 80 far from a jcetrpgra^af^fSftMVtfg 

taten place, a port : 

made. Tlwse LancaahertwsQboQls 

hut^eds of seholais,, as 

^ipheolS:;^ : . , ... ,,{j 

TjoThpre were in.. JSJ^ Qim.hwidfed,|fPj;| 
ibut ;now only one lupdred apd , seye]3jhQ^-hgii^^ 
]dt<4l^n-gardens there were tw9,hupdred,ei|||y^^t^^^ 



m09om- 

“nil88iBs^'thtelS«'Horidied'5 

and tarei>n»>aix 
ftrttf hmidcad ascUaiit ; 

■ i*e^lirateuri- fctittdred^- i^ 
tedlfiediinddgfit;^ ieOifittJOh eatihg^«»tMfes 
'Bile' htthdifed and (ngTli^tWo, liBw fiftfi-seveA ; 
^KaBaks or gin-shopi two hundr6<}> now one- Irtih- 
di^ed and thirty-two; beer-houses ninety^hfeie, 
itidw ^iHtyi-seven ; wine-vaults one hundred’ and 
how one hundred and sixty-one ; 'puMc 
"halHhgihbuses one hundred and fifty-ninO, ' now 
hundred and ten; bun-houses two ht&idnW 
*4nd’i;i?venty-foiiri nowbut one hundred and- fiir^. 
’IH^tMs 'last aW^ it cannot fail to be Se^slhftt 
^?hi¥B-® isi' 'a dixninution of various sorts of edifions 
diid '^feabHshnienti which more peculiarly denote 
"ttfe^a^iphrBnt'jgrandeur; impiMtan or 'pOpidatioo 
%**d' ’ ^The' diminution of the number-uf 

‘1^^^,'' 'l^ii-^Ho^, mtte-vaulls,'’ &c/ is front 'dtile 
‘huiidred 'to' onb thousand^ hr' :o!fe 
“Ihlifdi' ‘To’ Whattaat thls'^he' attributed ? ’‘df ia*ijs 
feihikte % td' att'ihcieasa u^ tMM- 

'dbiMctiondifet^^rf^ M 

the Muscovites, as to a falling of pUblid^lS^J^. 

thd§ mubh gOcdlf'^ 

AbVhakf It’ t^^^ 



me 


Moscxnr. 


of' their appetites at coffee-hous(ra,ife<f 



lol^a enjoyments ornom^* Wit 
Russian noblemen and gentlemen, I can near 
tHeir i’fisfinehce at'ta^ie"^^ 

'6f Wfhe Spirits;' f Key '\hne;eariy^^ and ^ 

as " dinner Is ffhisKed ' they quit tlie table lfer 

^ -Wlh 


' "'Vl^en the last cnsus in 1818 took “pladej^t 
Iciii hardly be supposed that Moscow w^j' vl'liat 
It ts : if the city rose from its ashes ip tslfs/ and 
' Wliat we are given to understand ^ a 
3 , it will reqtiire little matter or ' mariner^l^o 
‘in<3tice us to believe, that MoscOw 'is what it never 
was, and that the absence Of the cou^ '^ope 
prevents it from being ■what no other cajpita|‘is,. 

■' The reduction of the number of apothlcar^^s, 
ihopS from twenty-nine Id ltvehty-fJvej, pames wiw 
‘it ah air of appdi^efit mystery, noisdjn bo 

iar'from being an inconsiderate or inattenriw 
It implies the plbre uhequiWcd* J^oo^^^^ 

dispbsltioh of the' gbv^rtiedti’ ^ ‘Pifo’p^reon ^ 



a public 
excej^t at 

‘4 katbd price, any adr^bratioh or shipKai^ is 
''4t'il^e risk of the apbthecary, an^ ati' medicines 
'dhist' emanate frchh ' the Imperial laljbrato’ry, 


ho# 'sell ‘medicines who Has' ‘ 
examination, no medicines cad 




ifQseow. 




mi 


‘ ti]^ k^ps 1^ 

from seyis^ thoiispd ^ hipd^^d ^ ^ 

limety-two -to f 9 ur thpu^d t^i^e hmidr^d ^^d 
fprtj-ope. 'Ilils fact i^t hqweyer, bp.t a prqpf ,t^t 
t£^e iq^qduction of |3etter, lamps. acting uppnvwid<er 
streets has had a good effect. During a very ^ppt 
part^ bpth of suraiper and .winter theye is h{U^dly 
^a^^^ peCasion for a lamp — in the one s^spn ^py 
,|aveg|gb^ from an eternal sun, mopn> pr 
^and |n the pAer, .from the constant rpflpe^pp 
'^tlfie^ spow, aided by the periodical appes^^ce 
of mopn or stars, as :WeU as the gcney^ly 
_^^sphere of Moscow at so cold a season. 

Th|s^cpmparatiye expose wdl spepk , fpr, ,it- 
setf . l ^ ,^pu|d ppt have introdpeed it, > but 
^|jr the defeci^ appertaining to ppbUpatniins i?e- 
,M^pw. Of the .numerous public a^ 
^riy'ate pieces whje^ that city contains, of >their 
, autinn>s^,pEipr^n, .1 ^a|l iipt enter upon ; enough 
pj^er w has hepp said ; I will, ^bprefpye, 
^^se ^hi^ ^comparative ^^aepoun^ eff thi? city j|a 

.. 

jfta^g seen Hp^an ,safe .upon Ip^ fP^> 
undey charge pf the .Cosaapk )yho had ^cPWP^ipd 
me j^pn? yo|)olsk, I . toph h^iy piace in the di%enoe 
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fprd* sfidpw.pf w English.piprpef fi9f} 
ftrl40»t(8gaBt Bpadj qf /the-, Royal i 

^tyonng< toan under! nayishergefroiu 
health. I regrettedi quitting; lhe;rhospitabler.ajR4? 
friendly society of Moscowi , which* in, xny opinh^ , 
is<8iq)erior fmd more irefiwed than tha*;of itei^sj^ , 
capital, and which, ? probably, arises . from the,. opfej 
cuinstance of ks being almost exclusivdy iidpibit§4;; 
by Russians, many of whom, after haying'iil)e$i'|idthi : 
cfedit and honour the first Offices of' the/ Empke^;, 
retire to Moscow, there to pass the remwbidefxP^ 
their days in peace, tranquillity, and good f5fK^ty,rs 
al that capital is much more free, indeplendenjhvOSd 
rih^mckted by the police thanSt. Petersburg^, firfln - 
Moscow observations are openly made od ahyiup^i 
popular act of the government ; ks; stators huYO! 
a very superior voice, and greet attention'is |in*d* 
by the ministers to their 'refaresentairions^ is Th®? 
nobility of Russia possess Yery extenskie priwildges / 
and power, and if the goveiument must Im caliMi 
a > military despckism, it is a well ilegulated 
and hapi^ are the people when it is govemed^/iau 
now,^ by a prince as unambirious as he is bumanO, 
It is true, that its immense standing! army; hriif a; 
million of men, in the hantht of a prince difrereB%r , 
ifidlined, would be a terrible engine of destnibtim^ 
against the lived aS the liberties of Europa* 



269.’ 

Wbelififeffei! ^1 tlie anny is con^x^ of inar&yvi 
b^dj^^tet^iii»B^,%iid faeeifyin^: who, goWh^>^ 
tilfejHivM; ^iiatist'be' hotter bff(dthey dimate 4 )ib 
ih’SftubffOhS/ than at hOmei The present military^ 
^j[^h^s hihbuht, 1 understand^ 'to two hundred' 
attd'Tfty millions of roubles per annum,— »a sum* 
dShost equal to two thirds of the revenue, for an - 
airtny^fei* surpassing what may be deemed truly 
net^sary 'in times of profound peace; the expense'^ 
of’WhieW will be considerably diminished, if whati 
f<ha^ beard be correct, viz. that three hundredt 
thiliitettnd men are to be reduced. ii'dx 

iJlieabing this matter for more able politiciane,l b; 
rd^n^llilny journey in the diligence, in wludh if 
rettbhbd'the handsome town of Klinn, and remmiivl 
bered -the portal in the church where I had slept j 
my outward journey . We reached Tver the 
ndtt' day;!- >averaging about five miles and a half- 
pen^hbuh | Having purchased of the people, at Tor-* , 
j^idb*somb fewurtides of leather^:, such as embroi*- 
dered boots/ ;;shohsi, and igloves, we, continued an , 
uninlbor^th^ route ;i8tiaid at; Vishney Volotchok to? 
din^-und then enteveduptmithe b^hf road, which ? 
ia Mtildamhingifiand' wiili when finished, be.i u! 
n^ bdsutifoJ one ; , three too years, will 
qmred to^inpleteitv Passing through Valdai; 
againjeiijoyed the beauty of the scenery, the lake,. 
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^e'new n^tory coloiiite, oif.wliKA 

IS to bepom^ tneJie„_ 

Aii'Tji : # i '' i.-.i> . i 4i» » ^ V- JL ■ ^ i '. ■* ' t i U ' Ji i 



cripTra^' arid tMcriiefo^jpl^ expects io an^'irori^' 
it ariei first, trie cheap mmrit^naifce olf a Irii^fel- 
Kjfiaifbrce iri tiiries of peace; second, the repl^'iafir' 
irig ot trie regular armies, when war sh^ delrianil 
it,M)y a people already accustomed to iiuiitwy 
ntarimrivreP and the use of arms ; an^ lMiIy, |Aj^ 
doirig aiway of the old feudal ciistom) which mtrie^o 
riks‘ been pursued, of recruiting the armw.^m 
toe peasanijp of the nobility. The two last cona- 
*dCTatioris will enable the Emperor of T[i!rissio 
el^uip a better and a more nuriierous arrny^ 
lesi'lirrie than could formerly have been done; yet> 
notwithstanding these favourable corisiderai|cmsV 
es|)edally to the possessors of perisarifry, and 
adyantageS, in a pecuniary poirit of viewj 'to 
em]rire, much apprehension has be Wbxpresse^ o^ 
the dangeis likely to arise from putting arms into” 
trie riarids of the comiriori people, ^d tnris 
theiri ari opporturiity of foming ultimate conii(^^ 
witri soldiers. Trie compulsory n^nher iri whicli 
t^iese peasants were forced in|» this new 
service, met, at first, with considerable objection, 


the 
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oi J;5^J^‘:1 v i :;7a7i 

ve heard nothing to the contrary* , The unpo- 
pulanty of the measure, perhaps is not singulai', 
and^mise^ frpip the f^t tpai; ^st ^ew systems 
l^e^ l^lieipg equally imfcirtuha,te: iQountAr^^ 
cl|ee|";aw:cor(iing to Dr. ty^,, is the author qf it* 
|lis Di^c^epcy is certainly .one of the most conlit 
dentm ^visers of his Imperial Majesty, as well ha 

{ 5b'J 4.' /I . t _ 


pbjireiwl of the present day; but whe^ 

wK ||iis case his Excellency’s advice will ulti* 
ma^j^'^teye heneficial or injurious to the Hiissia^ 
fim^ire, time only can develope ; certain, however* 
is it, ti^t still the measure is badly received,' 
jdrb^ has, no doubt, benefited by the proximity 
oir the colonists, as also have the numerous villages, 
in its vicinity. 

’ ^^^ feaclied the environs of the capital about 
sup-setr and safely arrived at the ill-attended, dirty, 
qhcl extravagant .Hotel of Mrs. Hea. I thought, 
however, “that a few days of uncomfortable lodg- 
ing was np hard base to me, whatever it might be 
TO btfers, and therefore 1 would not remove, 
s is, the best, most 

res|?^a1)le, and id the end the cheapest Hotel iii 
ref eyshurgr from which I had been tditent 
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.a^U)^ .i»; infiniteJf 

$ooa «Bgaged at all sorts, of idiopfi^? 
enteit^nAi^te, ibat was tocaoRjops tPige1^;a 
sage by ship to the land nialt» to alloW^ipy 
ceptii^ thern. I engaged the cabin of the.pj^M;ii^ 
ProctMTjt the master of which ship had^ on that,347^ 
three months, dined with my father in Boinini^^ 
and left him in health and happiness : this 
was a< gratification I did not expect to expOiiipflO^; 
so aoon.. Theyessel being to depart with, thaQ^^ts 
ftw.nind, 1 had but time to pay ipy respi^jtSj-lp, 
the- Count Kotchoubey, my friend mid protec^r^ 
I tendered to his Excellency my journal, offering 
to, leave it in Russia, should his Excellency d,^re 
it. The Count said, “ No, take it to Englanj^ppl^t 
lish the truth, and you will do more good the^ 
eating or inventing things which do not exi?t. ■ 
the .peo^e of England how you have been tre^<^ 
in Russia, hut. at the same time let us knpw.w)]inl^ 
you have seen.” I left his Excellency, who i was 
on a.sick bed, penetrated with the highest senti-; 
ments for his virtues and affability, and paying niy 
respects abo to Sir Charles Bagot, and Sir Baniel 
Bailey, 1 completed my official reports at tffe conft 
of St. Petersbuig— with the exception of 
the Governor-General, Count Miloradoyiteh, re^ 


fH&t 

ll^sde^ thdt 

smuggling transaction, carried on «t l^asiadll^ 

tti^ aesi^also 
R^iari-^fiyersi liSrth En^Ii. « ifi!di3Ki» 

pe^ple'Whd-'gOt pUi^poi^8>'to ^^rt, Iiave'*^aiMi^ 
I^aVu^t^ry laige^bl^ Unpaid; donsoqueut^,iil^ 
Gsve^dr^eniei^ made a rule that any Englblifi 
miir, about to quit the empire, shotdd give infoe« 
lUa^ni three times in the gazette, and also lodge. 

any debts . I represented my anxiety 
1^ atid that the ship would sail in a feVir 

d4y%/, '0B the Arst fair wind. I was provided%1th 
a*^SiSi|Kht on- the spot, and thus received the la# 
^it bfidndness which it was possible to beStOUy^ ^ 
■**^*Oiartes Bagot did me the honour to 'lUeUs^ 
titWiiihUUy' kiUd inquiries on the part of his^ Im^ 
pmat'Mi^^ty* in my absence, respecting me/ 
^h’ich h<mour to hi?i heart, and to homaii' ria^ 

’ and’ at the same time increase the many 
dbligatfottk l Omunder to his Majesty, who has 
fhy''HeiM;felt gratitude. Such is the reward, -to 
fUelUvaht^e, for all the troubles and difficulties 
liUay'lmve'endured tqion my long journey.* The 
feftf^iror had frequently in niy absence inquii^ 
tfitb- my pecuniary situation, and as Often miat^ 
a?%ehaer,' throng- Sir G. Bagot, Of any assistande 
I^ito#l-4n need ob whicWI was bound to decliiio 
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in consequence of my being every where received 
in such a manner as to almost render money 
unnecessary. His Imperial Majesty also fre- 
quently expressed a fear that I should not be 
able to surmount the difficulties incident to a 
voyage of the kind ; in short, that I should not 
again reach Europe safely. 



CONCLUSION, 


r WAS not a little flattered to learn from Sir 
Charles Bagot, personally as well as by letter, 
that no part of my conduct had met with the 
smallest disapprobation from the Russian govern- 
ment My object had been to avoid the rocks 
and shoals which travellers usually split upon ; 
and while with the natives, I studied to accom- 
modate myself to their manners. I uniformly 
ate, drank, and sl^t with them ; dressed in the 
same way; bore a part of their fat^ues, and 
participated in their recreations, and, I hqw, 
made myself an acceptable, instead of a disagree- 
able guest. 

If I have morally erred in my wanderings, I 
am sorry for it ; I am unconscious of any hanrt 
done to any one, and if, in these pages, I have 
said more than was prudent or necessary, it has 
proceeded from a desire to tell the truth ; if, in 
telling that truth (which ought not always to 
l)e told), and in drawing comparisons, I have 

T 2 
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fi^C 

Mtaittidudly ’iivn any iDditidHai^ I> shaft f*d(4iply 
^iflegretfit. ' 'There is, however, so Uttleletf-ihttered^ 
in>(Siberia, so little to be seen,; that , it is lianiBy 
‘poSsibte t6 form an ihterestisog OB thai thpie, 
the irdv^r^ bd 'aMbolisaiiSt or natu^ftsV 
oiherwise Versed in the mysteries of sdiencei biSi- 
beria is, in fact, * one immenre wiWeiiksSi 'whore^ 
inhabitants are so scattered, that hve or 
hundred miles are passed by the travefter -vririi- 
' but seeing an individual, much less any: ‘Ctdti- 
tatidn; or any works of man at all Worthy >’6f 
description. The manners, customs,' and dtesiS’Of 
iUbst of the inhabitants are the same* ' The se- 
verity of the climate is in most places coi«(}uhl, 
and in general productive of the same resBlts. 
The matter of interest is to be compressed in 'a 
small space ; and all that I naay be ' said' W hate 
'done, may consist in the fact of shewing '‘OtfieTs, 
that man may go where he chooses, M' %^ hs 
his conduct corresponds with his niove«iente, >hAd 
that he may fearlessly and alone as safely tVUst 
himself in the hands of savages;' as with hiy'bWn 
friends. I do not say the same thing for a pferty 
of travellers : I adhere to my idea stated at the 
commencement, and I think I should often have 
not only been without food, but have riin .' the 
Chance of being starved^ had I been accompanied 
by only two or three attendants more than I had. 
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yff[iffth&r;riaita^ei«fflKqr joiiinfe]it shall 
tleashibeiiiefidial- ^eot in,* any 'Way‘^Sf it fmy^nf 
^ kast serrk^ in gnidihg the future ti;it^llet> 
bett^ pi^pMng'himrfep incblei^ 
itoja'fjoiarney of ithe kind) <!' ^11 be grat^ed, 
tnid eonsider my tune as ntft thrown away. Ex- 
»p«fienoe has tni^ht me many thin^ 1 knew not, 
fUnd which at first view may appear frivolous.; 

• Intt 1 am not one of those who insist on the ne- 
.joepity of using great foresight — that foresight 
'i.hap a .tendency tob^et timidity or distrust, . lii 
i(my appi^<diension, he is the wisest and roost suo- 
. Oes^ traveller, tvho goes at once into his ; jour- 
!Ugy, dependent only upon the reception which, the 
:^orant and brutal will give him ; and not the, tra- 
jrveller who relies upon a well-lined purse. I feel 
, convinced that compassion is the leading chai^ac- 
.,tun$>tic of those who are termed barbarians; and 
,^hat plan, in a state of nature, wiH freely give to 
: )ihe distressed that bread which he would not sell 
- for, money. I am confident that man is really 
„ humane and that he gives more from the dic- 
tates of a good heart, than from ostentation. I 
.„l^ve received food from a family who were 
. almost in a starving state; and am therefore 
. tified by grateful experience in affirming, that 
i .thpre people who are the most ignorant, and un- 
iciyilired, are the most hospitable and friendly to 
their fellows. 



St#; . , ■ . . V--':: 

W0I not 3Pegr^ haiffog 4ft* 
n llQIin ^ it* '1%^ Mion^ 

piifllb ^^tfiit^ ■ % 

Duyts anne^ to this wwkj, wWoH I ?|?! If 
fowd ev^ moTO carrept ithfM^ could 
expected* ooiwideriug tl^ UiPited laeaM I 
seased. I baye alao iu tbis ediUou given ^ 
pdtdift* ^bkh I win bo foj^Qd eottttcdil^ 
^ tbeao senUni^Eds I cencbiMlPTitd^ol 
.na^tion. ' ■ 


m: E>t')!iBC»'lfehji 

i--:^ |eT->5l. od,! 











OP THE FIBBT VOLHME . 


asi^ the literary demerit of the 
foQowing letter, written from the '‘shores" of 
Frozen Sea, during the winter of 1820.2]c^ ‘ ihid ' 
addressed to the Secretarjf and Pre^nt of 
the Royal Society, instead of to the Prepuflenf 
and Secretary of the, learned body ; 

I may be permitted" I do 

not think 1 erred in so addressi^ my l^ter, 
although such fact appeap 
stiU is, the principal re^oUi J^^ so tittle 
1^ been tak^ of it^ ^jb not even to entided^^ 
th tb^-fixi^ that whidi is d 

due froni^diie g(^tleman to another; viz, the ac« 
Imowled^ent o|j its receipt, until extracted by 
a^tication. ' ^ 

When I wjote th^ letter, the late 
President, iSir Joseph Banks, was ushered with' 
the 4^* The'&ct .of the chair, b^iig Vacant and 
I aj^road widiOttt th4 po8sibiti% of knowing what 



2B0 APBfiNBXXU 

:in Englsn^ regs»r#igni 
nm, I ^ <^rtaiir)t pylpiTr 

if stiflt the scientific Sir H^mphi^y Payy^ 
IcQuldnever have iQten(jled,,anyrd^speqt:to 
sid^nt or secretary, nnich les^ to^nj; o^er indiyir 
dual member of the Royal Society : with aptf ope 
of whom I was personally acquainted. It was 
not only impossible for me to have divined-pfon 
whom so honourable an office would have a d#r 
volved, but it appears that the learned body; ip 
.general seem to have had some doubt as tpf the 
.most proper person to succeed Sir Joseph; PanhSi! 
^ ipemedy such a loss was not pnly .didipnlt} ^ 
ithpossible, — else, why was the chair sp lopg 
VdPant? In short, 1 addressed my letter .i^givii^ 
nn opinion or information to the learned bpdyrin 
general; and neither studied compliments ’.ppr 
disrespect to president or secretary. p < 

It was my intention to have taken nip nptiee 
of the silence of the Executive (^ ^.^rlinyal 
Society, or of their ignorance of thp; fpiWs. >of 
good breeding ; I was imwilUng tor thiisfc ;of ;a 
body, as I do think of Ithe Executive of that 
body, conscious that not thite of the 
weiie aware of the treatment had received. 
iCtoe of them, however, with whom li hpive be- 
come acquainted very recently, recomn)^?ded<my 



ArEEKBUL' 


W IE' ^hidnding 

tSl^ of itijr letter, - &c. ^ and' in *‘thiS? 

de^t of’ ftijr not beiijg satisfied, to lay it befom^ 
tMI jMblie. That^^^ M advice !- MoivCd^’and 

acic^dirigly addressed to the ptesideot 'the fot 

i%ietteh ■-'■ 

>h'// ;■ : , ■•■ = ;, '^T-' ■ • ■ ;■. / ' ' ■ ■'■ ./'f-' 'h 

nowgjjj^ — Frolh Nishney Kolymsk I had the 
honour Of addressing a letter to the Secretary 
and 'President of the Royal Society; the letter 
bearing date January 1821 , Not havii^ becn 
ihade officially aa[uaintetl whether such letter 
ftte Ifeen received or not, I beg to make eHt|niry 
yOti, as the President of the Royal Society*: 
-and* I fiirther beg to know, in the event '(tf' its 
* having l)een received what has become of it, 
afili #hat reception it has met with. 

“ The letter having been written in repfy tO a 
biook or paper from the pen of the late Cap- 
^ tain’ Bnrney, which was read befOi’e the Royal 
' SoCietyi' vrilT, I am certain, have induced that 
^ learnt body to grant the same indulgence to ray 
lettea’ as to thtd; of the late Captain ; if only in 
consideration of the interestii^ subject to Whkh 
s it referred, viz. the solution of the problestt 'as 
regarded a junction of the Continents of iAsia 
and America. 
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ff You will further oMige ine ■ bjri ^tatiW^tttih 
pei^ at' which my lettw appears to llaive>rpiK:h^i 
cd Bayal Society. ;; 

“ I have the hoiwmr to be, &c. 

"To SirH. Davy, PrCTkIentR.S." ' ^ • 

To the above I received the following reply 
from Mr. Lee the assistant secretary. 

“ Sm, — I am directed by the President of the 
Royal Society to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter, and to inform you that the paper^to which 
you allude, dated 10th January, 1821, and ad** 
dressed to the Secretary and President of the? 
Royal Society, has also been received, and mU it' 
returned to you, on your applying for. the same* >or 
to any person producing an order signed by ^u ; 
f(n* 'that piu'pose. ; • -.f r; 

“ I have the honour to be, &c. i v > 
“ S. Lee, Ass. Sec*i’* oTf 

The above produced tlie following from me l^, ! 
MivLee. A: 

“ Sm, — I have received your letter, written by 
directions of the President of the Royal Society, 
You will deliver to the bearer my letter from the 
Kolyma, bearing date .January 1821, as also my 
letter touching the fair of the Tchuktehi. You 
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will) at; .the same time acquaint ^ H. Davy, that 
myt i vequest lo be -iniormed at what period my 
letters were received by the J^yal Society has 
not been attended to^ and that the nature of his 
reply does not seem to infer that 1 shall be made 
acquainted with such circumstance : if not, then 
I cap only say, 1 shall have cause to think even 
worse of their conduct towards, Sir, - 
“ Your obedient servant. 

!ii! “ John Dundas Cochrane.” 

I’hils ends my correspondence, which only 
prodMcbdmy letter from the Kolyma ; the other, 
touching the fair of the Tchuktchi, has been 
witMield ; but what astonishes me is the deter> 
mination of the President, to keep me unac- 
quainted with the precise period at which my 
letters reached the Royal Society. What can 
accoimt for so apparently immaterial a circtun- 
stance ? To those who are unacquainted with 
the formula or routine of business by which the 
affaips of the Royal Society are governed, this 
will indeed appear a trivial circumstance, a 
neglect, or an oversight on the part of the Presi- 
dent or Seci’Ctary, (the former of whom I, hope, 
is satisfied with the precedence I gave him in 
lAw letter:) — or probably no register is kept of 
the receipt of docuttients of the kind ; be it so ; 

I excuse it, simply remarking that, if true, it 



>m 




is « i/twe^iway of doing. 

them, however^to refresh .their 

teU them %ohm ikty did recmv^ sph 

more than that, I will! tjy and divine ,wha^,j4? 

the reason ft» their refrulng to answer, my qju^s- 

tioHi.-^ ■: ^ . -v.. .■v-V.-,' 

i jlay not information be given to a fe^ed 
body in a language intelligible, yet not Qoppl^^ 
mentary or polished? May I not haVe started 
some topics in this letter which the learned ^bo^^ 
thought were not iiTelevant to the subject ? ^ ; Apd 
may not my ideas have been pirated. a*yd,.in;^^ 
use of by some Fellow or Fellows of , ^ji|ii.e 

learned body; and been introduced into r^yj^^s 
..or magazines as the productions of th^jin pwn 
brains ?— Or did my ideas too intimately em^ide 
with some other person’s, to allow me tp ^ middle 
with such a subject as North-West discoycrj^!^? 
Is J.here a freedom in my language which iU suits 
the dignity of that learned body? Have I bepn 
too severe, or too familiar with one of ApVWyj? 
and was it respect for him that caused their op- 
position to me ? Or is it, that a foolish hook and 
memoir niay be printed by a Fellow of the 
Society, and listened to by them in general— but 
can only be replied to by one of theii’ own 
Fellows, and no other person be allowed to ai- 
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tifefeil'M^ifbolish d mJbject? ? 'i^ 1 congrttiit- 

riot “being' an FiR.S* ? > “ u *-! ’ 

' ' *l%5re ^iU show #hy the)^^ to ananterihiy 
^uOStiOn ; the President^ l am otx\jAti,mmiispkased 
haviriig jret siieh is only the 

ostensible reason. My letters arrived in time ‘to 
*1)0 made use of by otherO, and neither SecS^ry 
‘Aor President (I beg the latter’s ])ardon) can say 
they only have seen those letters : therefore 
the return of them does not arise from an irifor- 
‘polity of address ; there is a something more gftll- 
a (fiscovery which they fear I shall mdee, 
aiiit Which will show how illiberally they have 
't(ctedr 

' long ago knew my letter had been ojjUcially re- 
WWkd and privately canvassed; it was this which dis- 
pteasCd hie, and which induced me to inquire when 
it hkd b^'n received, and what fate it had met with. 
Inese questions have been simply answered, that 
t may have the papers back again. In the mean 
time' it is ' not itnpossible that they may have 
made use of*,' for they were received by the 
rttoyal iSociety in 1821. Had my letter been re- 
turned as informal, I should have bowed to their 
(decision; fcad it been rejected as unworthy the 
attention of so learned a liody, I would have been 
■siieht; or had the subject been Ojae without the 
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jirftb^edfrtg^ of the Royal 

b^ri content : this la^ mnnot 'be^ 

0#ti tti^mbers only are to be' allo\yed tb 'aicMr^s 
them, for the subject is one that materiailj^ 
gaged their attention for a considerable tiiiie. ' At 
least two of their members took a most active 
part in the investigation of so interesting d 'SuBi 
ject; therefore it cannot but appear that whate^^r 
credit I may be entitled to, I am not to have if! 
To deny this, let either President or Secretai!^' 
avtt' that none have seen my letters Irut ifie^: 

These are some of the reasons why I am ih- 
diiced to bring the subject before tBe publife t *t W 
not the want of courtesy, it is not my 
which is piqued, it is not an undue value VrHidfl T 
put upon the letter in any of its Ijearirigs;* if 
the interesting subject, and the importance 6f^t IS 
a geographical point of view, which prompt' 
cope with such a best. I am aware of thb d^- 
cUltiCs I have to contend with; I am aware thit'! ’ 
shall raise the spirit of a part of the literati ; yet ^ 

, -j ; . . ^ 

still I feel justified, as, in addition to these' rea-' 
sons, I am certain that the inferences I dtetV add • 
the conclusions I arrived at, have proved, and will ^ 
prove satisfactory. ^ ' 

That the literary demerit of my letter may ^ 
have sunk far below the horizon of any othcf ' 
document attempted to be laid down for the Con- 
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si^ratipp,!pf the learacd wcdd, is a chai^ I 

guilty to ; but I insist on the unansw 0 ‘a»- 
bl^i arguments contained in it, which 1 wisli^ 
^ have introduced into the first edition of the 
ly^ative of my Journey through Sibciia and Tar- 
tary— having, as it had and has, a direct reference 
to the object I had in view, when I -alone and 
on, fqpt mnlertook the arduous task of traversing 
Europe and Asia to their most North-Eastern 
limits; there to ascertain, by ocular demonstra-^ 
tion, whether Asia and America did or did not 
jpip. , , This was the object and subject of my kt- 
and walgri the opinion entertained by those , 
T^bp. have sense, I now give it to those. 

>^1^0 l^ave a little common sense: let the latter,; 
forn>: their opinion, and decide whether any one 
caa ,;neta . doubt of the separation of the two 
ce^^uents. 

this nionient, when public opinion is so 
much ^interested in the pending expeditions under 
Captmns Parry, Franklin, and Lyon, I feel confi- 
dent the fbUoudng letter will not be void of inter 
rest; as . little will the remarks and ideas which 
I su^sted in the New Monthly Magazine for 
May and June, to prove the impraetkabUity of a 
North-West, waA the probability oi a North-East 
passage round the continent of America ; as also 
my ideas upon the inefficient means about to lie 
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r^dipr’s indulgence to tli^e letter^^apd^^to th^ %74?f 
whicK followed that letter, assisted, by thct Utt|e 
map, I will begjn it. ^ j 

“ TO THE President AND jSsEftfeTAtiP'* 

. THE ROYAL SOCHfePY. 

- • < f ■ ■ ■ : ■ . • ■ ■ I : T ■ ■ ? : ^ 

“ Nishney Kolyma, Lat. 68-33 N . , Jaivi 1 fihrTl^*, 

I fis)! t 


1821. Lon. 166-30 E. 


“ Gentlemen, 


“ The universally lamented death jOf|^ tlj^ 
late venerable and patriotic President ^ of ; ^be 
Ro;^al .Society, Sir Joseph Banks, w^om ii^h^ 
sometimes taken the liberty of addressiue,, w' 
account for my now troubling you ; and ^thoug^ 
I am conscious that my limited education ex^^jp 
me to numerous errors and dis^ualificatiohs^_^|>|)^ 
sibly to ridicule,* yet am I willing to br^ve thei^j 
in consideration of the interesting^ subject j |o 
which I think it. my duty to c^ll ypij^ attention | 
and hi the execution of which I-^l|oi>^^ it 
apjpear that I am guided by a' ydsli tq sery^ the 
public, and neither to court applause^ noy^ d^aw 
forth censure. . , ' , , 

“ It is not often that I am fav.om’ed with Ahe 
sight of any literary publication^ my wandering 

’ * Phis H'tniSik is’lhily Ve¥ified'.' * - 
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life 

■i'i '*iU 

11 ^, in one of 
Kussiati'eilipire, an(4 of the univeree, where na- 
ture denies the power of art, where no verdure 
quickens, and where all is frozenly cold, save 
benevolence and humanity ; here, in such a place, 
I have found one, a recent one, purporting to 
come* from the ]3en of Captain Burney of the 
Royal Navy (a gentleman for whose literary talents 
I have the greatest respect, however much I 
think he has misapplied them in this instance), 
ehiitieii a “ Chronological History of North- 
eastern discoveries, and of the early Eastern 
eavi^ation of the Russians too modest « title 
fe)r such a complicated production, — where war, 
history, and politics alike engage the attention ; 
where virtue and vice are alternately seen pre- 
tdomihani, and where many subjects are treated 
of in a copious manner; indeed, where nothing 
appears to have been neglected, except that to 
which the title-page ^ves birth. It would be 
a matter of speculation to decide upon what sub- 
ject the Captain has most descanted : among 
others, I would fain know whether he has reallif 
had in view the proving that no exjjedition or 
navigation has been performed round the north- 
east of Asia, and the consequent possibility of 
there being a junction between the old and new 
VOL. ir. u 


e probability of such a treat ;'1)ut 
the most remote corners of the 
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Continents i or whether he wili niol 
been desirous of giving the world ^aifresbiadcoiniS 
of the Mves, deaths, and charaeters ofi €a^tOins 
Cook and Cl^ke, with a history of the Rosslad 
and Chinese wars, and a continued and irtele^ 
vant abuse of the former nation, not omitting Ms 
dissertation upon the Japanese empire, nor his 
remarks upon American vassalage, independent 
of his astroncnnical, philosophical, and critical ob^ 
servations. All have alternately, and at renewed 
intervals, engaged the attention of his fluctuating 
pen ; and I think have contributed to hold him 
fbrward as the most partial and unjust reaSoitef 
that ever ventured to appear before thO pulAIS; 
I shall endeavour, in the following pages, hot ^dn^ 
to make good this assertion, and provO thut 'lii^ 
only a navigation has been petforined rOuOd 
north-east of Asia, but I wiir also draw fMi!h k 
conclusion as to the most probable situati<in‘ of 
the, so called, Shelatskoi Ptoniontory. * 

“ In replying to Captain Burney’S hook;' lt'*wf!l 
be impossible fbr me tO foUow him thrOugh the 
three hundred pages of his heterc^nedds 
it is unnecessary, and my time wfll hot admit of 
it, nor am I so disposed; I \vill be edhterit-i^^^ 
following and combating those arguments whidi 
relate to the geographical question, and leave to 





otiiehithpsttjjphkb lefer to a nt^re ab9tnia« <9nld) 

lll^jio^sd*fiBiti«ni»h!K,« -ii;' •(• ■:> 'V(.k! 

>.itlh fep^£OT ito ; me WBiy , 

(^sptMSki Bterney should in the , second >page of hi$ 
hdofc .admit, that there can< be m? doui/i but that 
i«i the of the elder mfomuh 

tis^ had been received by the Rmnans concerning 
thei north coasts of Europe and Asia. Pliny rcr 
inarfesr^‘ Asia Ls beaten upon by the main ocean 
iu three parts, north, east, and south.’ If such 
^ithoccaae, to what purpose has theCaptain writ*- 
book?-^certainly not to prove a negaUv:^ 
he. admits the affirmative, as evidently vwiH 
afii^ar by his extracting that part which relatas 
tPj, the Scythian and Tabin Promontories. Bad 
Clant^i Burney confined his remarks to the pros- 
hlhility^iof land exh^i^ north of Behring’s f^raits> 
1 idliodld^bf^e rjpined in the same oiunion ; but jl 
thipki Unjl Wpt . .to - prove the probability of a 

junction of thBrold and new Continents ought to 
;ik|a,dffi>T^e^d'eSi^ild and, visionary, and certainly 
ii]( direetHdPPPaition te the opinion of his $ire^ 
ra«^rTipQek>T-"'^ ’T ■ i ^ -r 

; , IfiJiipr^itting the arguments brought forth by 
Captain Burney, I shall confine myself to the 
voyages; of Beshnew, Pavlutzki, Stadukin, Sha- 
lanroff. Cook, and Billings, with such remarks as 
u2 




iffiky- an^ thereifroifi.' f sel^' 

^kti^ anii likely to aii^We'iF' tHi 
tlie ttibst' 
t iteally’Me6t"’btliieife'' tO 
'bdiild f find afiy^‘ kiti^bi^iffaTy isHt, lib^€?^H 
and S6 des&rViri^' is it 

voyages' knd travels Vetatbd in his bdok, and ^Kit^ 
have been presented to the public to pfovb tll^ 
pi*bbabUity of a junction (vide page ^00) bet'n^eefi 
Asia and America, not one of them koldS Out A 
hope of the kind, or expresses a doubt of their s^ 
partition ; on the contrary, they all befar 
the existence of a north-east prom'ont6i^,’an( 
object has been to sail round, or, techriickui’ 
speaking, to double it. ^ = * •’- 

“ In the year 1648, Simon DeshrieW' saiiebfj ibr 
the second time, upon his remarkable expedition, 
(consisting of seven vessels ; four were nfe^er ^ei'- 
wards heard of. What became of the otlibi* three 
vessels, Deshnew simply says ; *'tb4t‘att^f'^eat 
danger, misfortune, and the'lOys bf'|iaH*bf^iiis 
shipping, he i^ached 7VA«#o(ti*]^or brbsS,’'^i^^ ex- 
tends very far into the Sea, and is' 
tween the north-ea.st and hcifthi and 
which are tWo islands, whose 
artificial teeth ; and that the cOast fitom that'pfO- 
mOntory turns in a circular directton towards ‘ihfe* 
Anadyr.’ Now, if this simple statement be not a 
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I la^ow nptvhat/f;ftp 
J^jSp ^pecji^y if we ^fer to the, pe^^of 

|^e,.^]a 4,^^^ to tljp p^i» whQ wrpslijB 

it ,^d , tQ:44e : cirpunistanc^s, w^ich called fqrth 
tjlip4 wi^tiogr : It was on.that.^g’r(?a/ Tchukotsjcoi 
PIQmontoiy that Ani^udinoff ’a vessel was wrecked ; 
a^ 4 appears by Deshnew’s papera, that ‘ it was 
th? PIRST GREAT PROMONTORY he reached after 
J^vjiag the Kolyma’;?* nor in his subsequent quar- 
^elj.^yvithf ^liyerstoff does he appear to me to 
pre^a^ate or contradict the first assertion ; fpr 
^^qv^h , he says ‘ there is another promontory 
c^^d /6Vato2 Noss,’ he does not, like Captain 
term it a great one: on the contraiy,. lie 
treats it with indifference, for when speaking pf 
^reat promontory, he says, ‘ Tchukotskoi Noss 
is i^^they/r^/ promontory, but another EAR | 40 RR 
coMiderahle, and. very weft known to him, &c.’ 

h^ebeep thus particular, because a material 
i^ljferepcpjjqayiRrise from, niaking use of the word 
Gpi^T.^hppt ai^ 

jltt .appe|r&^q me fipto' I^^hoew’s narrativ^, 
rea^OP^igs Rnd.cora^irisons, that no great pr(h 
to^'to ^hela^^koi Noss, <!Ilo^ 
e;^|, (peillief’ ja, there |) and that as there was ppr 
tj{dpg»6^to^>^dipefy to the appearance of the land 
fj^pVK t^ajciver Kolyma Wi Tch^^^ Noss, he of 

; So it will appear by a reference to tlie Htilc map. 
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\}Wi'se could itiot deScribe'aiij"i‘'"‘ Bift 

l^‘jmy reiiilarfcable' 01 ’ 

laiidi^ a varid-y bF:circtimsteiftC(^ 

■'ti^htdd' to keep them' from Ins view? 'the dlstwide 
*at Which he kept from ' the shwe^ -the^ ptevisdeaee 
of fbgs, &c. at farthest ^ in Short, DerfineWV ebn- 
duct -could only be teWned eatelesS or - inatttentife. 
tJeSKiiew was nOt a sea^faring man; quitea suffi- 
cient reason ; nay I am of opinion tl^jbe inaewM 
not have described East Gape, Tchukot^oi Noss, 
or the other many particulars, had it not bean dn 
defence of the discovery of a korga ^ sand-baidi: 
at the mouth of the Anadyr, and of which hteiths 
about to be unjustly deprived* As to the/'appel- 
Ihtion of Soa4oi Nois, Sacred promontocy^ltl iuh 
piles nothing, although from the timeof Ideaboow 
it appears to have lost it, and toihave.gttoied that 
of Skelatskoi ii; , v.:/*a yvivw'f^ 

^ Having stated thus much in beludf ibf Desh- 
new, and havii^ accounted fer bis silence; nr.’ndg- 
ligenco, I will loav^e him, aiul^xlxaw; 
to tlie ingenious and noveh but’ untenaUe, aigu- 
ment of CaptMn :Bumey<a3 reMes to fihittkt^aiid 
their use. Had he known ntere of ithis .sUbji^, 
he 'Wotdd not have so boldly' asserted was 
'not, what ‘is not, and what carniot he^ the easej; 
he would never have said, that * an account <^ihe 
frequency of being enclosed in the Ic^ Sea, it was 
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ves^k that thcymgjht 
w^<mmnh^y^ai(m Jo> fkcex, ,ca^^^ the, 

an4 H Ihpre put together agfifft^ 
This in md9ed,m exirwrdifiavy^ unauthw!^4i> wd 
lidiftUlocia a^rtkni of Captain 3urnej’s ( it a 
ndiciilous imistake, for him: to toll th^ soldiei^. 
Snch was not thoreason for so constructing Shi" 
tiki; for they were built also at Okotsk and Kaipt* 
’chatka; they were so built from unavoidabk neces- 
sitp't if tiie want of proper materials, or of suifi- 
i oieirtifuads can be so termed. No iron was to be 
hadytor ihe cost of it was too great for Icy or 
Emstoni Sta speculators. ,, 

l. «!^sAllowing, however, to Captain Burney the 
All! i benefit of his ingemous assertion and mgtf- 
moit,' >ti6 relates to the intention for so constmet- 
Shitiki, i ‘ then deny possibility of ^ so ens- 
ploying them, and of so easily taking them to jneces,' 
ifeoi > The twisted oziers which Capt. Bumey speaks 
were made from the soft green baric and branches 
of‘ tiiee3j> applied’ in U’ green state ; to unlay which, 
after being once settled in their places, were, to 
destnty them. Had this facility of navigating the 
icy Sea reklly exi^^ed, where no risk was apparent 
or contemplated, we should not have had to de- 
plore the loss of so many adventurers ; we should 
hav« had transmitted to us the result of many 
voyages, and the description of many lands of 
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j'i 1 i .1 i .^t i t. i I . '[) r i J (.? 1 0 'Jf n 1’^ ij 

f«fa|i<y; f9B.a%»>»fiP:)Jr> 
)ret 4ni )i,h^ ca^ iof XMbii<ew,uiV^j^ 
ajip^’ inq$t improbabljej if not impossible: jiigspaT 
c^y if it be considered how sborh^ is^the .penod: 
a|[pttod for a task of tbe kind. TboW itt tkfose 
d^s, pighty or ninety, Cpssacks (m, wboe^^utuanfe 
libp; Captain is otherwise wonderfo^.i spaimigl)^ 
should unload, unrig, and unbuild tbme iveiiebi 
e^y them and their qontents, over an isthiiiiis,' or 
i|e»pd a promontory, then re-bmldj ji’e-jrig, ^andiittA 
load theni,, (annoyed and; endangei^dnasi they# 
^onld have been, by a bold and aotiYe< eaerfeyviiiK 
SheUiges, whosm , Capjtain Pn^y, saySi lived- 
dipre the, campaign of Payhitakv) iand itom 

S^ime their voyage jn, .so,|-sJ^ti ,*,jp»iodb#lmi^^ 
appe^^ iinpos#Iev ^beproyi^posMaope^^^^ 


* _How cftnies it that Captain Bio;nj^y . sbpuld ,|iayp|j^ 
iftitt'cA foVir of Deshnew’s vessels to be no more heard off 
whdn theVeSi of 'nfe stjuadrOn had sucli a facility of escaping' 
dangemt These are; however, sOcK s^>^lativd anffliii^ehdl]^ 
tijsi^, that an hetipaphradite vessel is to be SSHt'io the IfdlW 
Polf^ tp. go upon land,, ice,- or water. > . :< . i i ’/ A ,- 





2 ^ 

aiiiii amiAUn^bl^' 
1*Mi:ta6dt3v4kite{'^»^ ^ ttite' vi^s^V 

^ 'ttgid * a‘ iliiiia^,' itid^p^- 
dent of other obstaeles, mxist 'hhVfe iflheVeiit^''^ 
taeki kihd^heittg <^plet^ drd Winter had 

toininehcedi ahd'prerdnt^ tt retTehti' *nie hatti^ 
of. 'tflie 'dimate in the I<^ Sea is such as td render 
#*ijM9Si#iii^a thing of the kind in a general wa^, 
and- highly improbable even byway of experiment. 
Soiimich 'for Shitiki and their use, as well as their 
uadtSsnessj -for they are no longer used : some ad- 
ditional reason^ for supposing that the intention for 
^qijOOtiBtirueiiing them was not such as desciibed 
Vy Ciaptain Burney. 

n>‘,^'There was another class of vessels, called 
kotdws, very frequently used in the Icy Sea, add’ 
uferB built upon the River Lena. I wish to in- 
farmjOi^taiff Bumey, that the word Kotdie is not 
dended frum any pecnharity in the construction or 
kn thoijnggtng' of the vessel. ^ The word is derived 
fbom^keichevaft, to wander, and is rather a Siberian 
^eiUstioni WS' they were employed in transporting 
new settling or wandering families, and hence 
gnihed the appellation of Kotches. What thjeir 
construction , or mode of rigging thmi yvas, I aff i 
qqt,n;wnre,, but they were secured with iron sent 
dpwB tiieJLena to Yakutsk. That Deshnew’s ves- 
sels were Kotches thwe can be little or no doubt; 
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lib Hiiii pi^ef lott^ ik<6ug}i^b<4hnig» d»^lJe^ 
Md^ka^ lUi n ielated ih one merapiialii: 
BesSdeS’ the Kolyinff eouli} hai^ hefvvi ipndibmd 
vessels in'isO tSitert ft pefittodif -ti^itetiiep^ in title 
Shape' of Kotf^es or’Shitikii^-^thh^ eatal^isHiiaent 
had only existed tlrfee yeaie, 'eizi‘ frOltt' li644j5to 
"1047, in the latter of which yeafs Deshnew made 
his first, blit unsuccessfril, attempt. ;*>>/. 

■ ** Muller has translated them iftJfcftesi while Jld- 
laS has said they were Vessels. I beliete they w^e 
both correct, for I need not say that a Kotche'ls ^ 
Vessel, and a Vessel may be a Kotche^- whettiis 
both would have been wrong had they trmi^atett 
l^iiiki. I will conclude With saying, that 4f ever 
Deshnew did reach Tckukofskoi Nosi witli^tim 
vessels in which he sailed from -the Kolyma ■(mtfl 
which, strange to say, haS not been dOimted^^tHSt 
* he ebifld only have so done * by sai^g^ ¥atihd tim 
nOrth-east of A^; and thus 'there* ■ ban >*hei «nfe 
mason for doubting the testimony of dfeshneW. 

« To strengthen the option* that Deshneili^'dkJ 
ifou^e the celebififted' TehUfcotskoi jptbmontoiy, 
f “Will, out of chronolbgteal ordc?r[ ^Uofe* 

Sgfe W CdplUhi' Goofcj a voy^e- Whieh ‘€aptitih 
Bnmey bore a part in, and I think it wfll ’smwe'IO 
destroy the hypothesis of the latter geiWleman, 
of the probable junction of the two continents. 
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BiiOl i)Up0n eefennog to 
ibfilhe^aofcrog;)!; : ^ legr »iiA:NQstli<:6QtP0ll> 
:il^filL|qlCBn!k iiiie fermer b>to S(luth^(Mith?et^ 
lniid!imala« 4 : visHile^^^ 0^^ of it ; the, Uttor 

jybire.' wei^half-m»th hy: eosp^ass, no land hi^og 
imihlh nocth of it, fdiiiough tiie horizon in that 
< qualte^ waa pretty cleap,-^ eircimastanee which 
jMdttced Captain Cook to say, that from Cape 
North ‘ he thought the land would be found to 
lako ia very westerly direction,’ and so it wiU in 
thO'epeAt of m great * promontory existing. Sudi 
ildake to be the ease, after an impartial revi^ of 
under consideration. I think the 
Cape North will be found to .take n 
iseiy iwesterly direction to a promontory not for 
.foatahti’ which promontory and the island o£ $a- 
^are the extremes^ of a spacious hay, which 
j^jplauecir.visitedt, but winch Deshnew might have 
ppssndi without noticing oc even seeing. ^Uthough 
, j^aptoiar; Cook* wps of opinion there is land north 
of i$ehring’is , Sti'aits, < he did not suppose such 
l^fondto,ha(4 cpatinnatioa of Am or Ameriqai on 
tha>;Ccmtrary)t h'Oiu judging by his remarks, he 
j^yid^d^y thpught Icy and North Capes the north- 
iWePk and PQisth-east boundaries of their lespectiye 
.pontmiaifoa* t* 

S’! •» By looking »t the actual survey of the nonh-«ast of Asia, 
noigrrur premouiory Will be apparent. 

+ This is literally true. 
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T^ next «:oya9»rwhich liwittlsetoet ^Mtjj^oiir 
perfom 

f«>yatti9te of/£laptaii» (Btuii^y W e^v«bpp(^ 
4ngx4in r:^|K)th$ais/At^ nol'/to ha^ 

} but ito proye tflie pn^abiH^ of ‘wMol^ lie 
piesented i a meoaoir .^opa/? iSbc/e(^<-alftl 

yrrote a book. . It is^ neoessaiy to Infomii ychi 
that the account U not derived from Stadukiii, 
but from one Nikiphor Malgir, of notmuoMa mae- 
jmoryi as will hereafter appear^ MaJ^affirmed, 
that a merchant! named Taras! Stadukim did 
years before relate to him, * tbat ba ibaUed 
veki^ Jc^che, with ninety men, from tbe K(dynlkai I d 
^ abn a discovery concerning the (jBEAT->C«(qj|fiiy’ 
Ihtl Tchuktchi ; * but that not being able to doxMe 
^,;tb£or had crossed over on foot wbefeirtbfiiy 
built other vessels' Captain Burney sayst'tbil 
deposition, ‘is the most deserving of ati|entioR6f’ 
and yet, ere he can make it (d'> servioe>'ini'Stt{)port 
of Uie new hypothesis,, he is obligedfto ffmweet A 
h^he mtp a shitikiy, takeJhatnshUiHuM‘)'^m^ 
earry M pind c<mten^\pper^i;0»r4sllm¥«i\^ 
te^etker agamt proce^mpm ’ his mi/age>,‘an4\ m«I 
to imki (^hermsekhii as<thm,fiis}mrka 

the dopositioii to pieces in its most malenaltfatts^ 

• i. e. TchukQtskaiiN«^8%^^f; 5 
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«fii^)if&,^fUfilL’ t}fen {tieikiB 4i 

igivi * jWliirt do®»! # disiovw ^ i doel^i it 

-^sdribe^’ t * Whi9»> W it ? 

iMerefy that one^ Midgir saflSrittiedrt that oiie ' 9t^ 
ididcia hod told him many years befotertbat 'he 
had sailed in a kotche from the: Kolyma to a 
aertain place where he left her, took a walk' across 
^ neck of laad, built another vessel, and reskmod 
ihb voyage. This is the ^um of this favouritO^ei- 
^idiition in behalf of a name ftuitfnl in enterprikO. 
tAndiiyfet'Cj^iitain Burney changes the moSt matO- 
fifd'pofts of it, that he may the more consistohl^jr 
tyte ' the same liberty with the memoritds itid 
^dbfehmen ts ' of * DeshneW ; in short , Captain Bam^ 
had made two voyages' upon paper, which were 
Hivdr perfoiTOed itpon wafer. . . > 

i'ti/j'ltisiindeed a' novel and 'ektraorcUnary made^lsf 
fcasouiiig, that because One man does velato an 
intenhedlate' dticumstanee which might have bap^ 
peileid upOn his voyage of discovery, he alone is to 
be^ Ifelieved; to the prejudice of another mart,^ bb* 
otose tihat others rnau does not relate an intertnc^ 
diateciroumatauee whkh might not have bappehenS 
tof hifr ewi his voyage of discovery : this is indeed 
absurd reasoning and weak argument for a jrmc- 
tion of Asia and America; 
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Ixftm fOf far^; doubting, /the 
Oeshsew, tiwt I am in?olmata4bri 
entii^l^ discredit the<a$dadt.Qf ^edgbrr;^^ 
a better reason than that: ass^nad; by iQapb^ 
Burney for doubting DeShueiy mid Bus(^<< vMld^ 
gur afiinned, that ‘I’mus^Stadukin did wimjfigiqri^ 
before relate to hiiu so and sa; now this' favovirite 
deposition was made in 1 71 0, only two years 
the voyage was performed; fm" the KuriJs-Jsks 
became known from i/, and they were di^^overpdi^H 
l'708 ; independent of the time necessaiy fof SMir 
dukin to have returned to the liver Lei)a,ftor^hayf 
related his adventures, and the time neceseai'y d^ 
Mal^r to have gone to Yakutsk to 
affidavit. Many is a strong word ; and 
that Stadukin had, after his voyage, flnwmth>khf 
river Lena, and that Malgir, after hearingr. thf 
news, had imitated him and taken his ab^. ffiglNt 
to Yakutsk, still this hearsay testimmiy ;qotdd oidy 
have been delivered to him< the year iig^ri^itMia- 
in 1 709r at which period vTaras Staidukiii iwaa W 
doubt aihve,^ that is,* if he perfmmed the^fyoyage 
'rite iyear before. ' ' ^ ^ 

-^*'It is rriated that Stadukin ciwsaedm ^narrow 
isthmus, but’ where' that narrow isthmus is, dt<^ki 


-I mention this, to ask why Stadukin was not sumitc^ed 
instead of Malgin. ^ . ‘ ' v 
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? * y^ * WiB' I ^eav^tir to * t^xjplun 
iColynia, if 

di'fedi!^ ' and- J '^^e' Ga^t^n Bottioy > 

' blight to l>fe dfeWgarded, of K iSfoi- 

duMn having'sailed in a-£lilc40 flx)m: the^Ak«^ 
u][i the G'fieo/ 'that iiver 'thewe 

if an isthmus, at shallow sand-bank, ovei* thd 
which the kotcht could nci sail; she was cut into 
two parts, floated over and put together again ; he 
Ooid;inued his voyage until he reached the Afia^t 
3i6untaifiS, which he crossed on foot, built anothei* 
vfeSsfel at Anadyrsk, and then sailed upon his voy-t 
^ to the Tchukotskoi Cape. Whether this- tttti 
^tidh; Which is still fresh here, refers to 
Sts^uMn, i know not: I believe not; I think<lt 
to the voyage of Michael Stadukin, who had 
y vain® attempted to go by sea during the life of 
ikisHnbW, and was therefore compelled to venture 
OVOr the cha£n Of mountains then unknown, and 
fbr the ^rtieultCrs of which voyage I refer to page 
37fl of a-Wote in Cbxe.* These circumstances 
ddloeide y general. Malgir asserting that a Stix 
dukin related the tale many years before, conflmiB 
nie in opinion that he alluded to Michael and not 
tk) Taras, and that his mistake arose fkmi the 

Vi Indeed the like voyage is noticed at page 75 of Captain 
Burney’s book. 
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'colfcmnitabt tircumstaiiice of ' 
one Or two yeaft bdbt^ 

Isles. 

’■ may be said that this ar^rneiit df mine 
Is^ iftlprohable, as Desfihew’s expedition took plade 
irt’1648, and that the aflRdavit wasniade in ; 
but I reply no; for, I have incontestable proof 
thatMalgir, at that time, must have been a very 
old man ; for, in page 88 of Captain Biuiidy’s 
tibok, I hnd he favours us with a deposition 
bf some time between the years 1667 atid' 1675, 
'atiaS thirty-five or forty-thi^' years 1)efbre *f6e 
period in which he made this favourite deposition-^ 
hi had seen so and so in sailing from the H’ena. 
■'Nii*' is this all, for Malgir, fond of relating’‘l6e 
^etltures of others, gives us another 
VestlniiOny of Jacob Wiatkas. Besides, it does 
hot follow that to recount the exploits of ^chael 
Btadiikin, in his trip across an isthmus^' and 
which took place in 1649, according to tfefhheW 
t say it does not follow that Malpr * was 
atite^ althbugh no dOiiht he wasl lif^l^r sayK 
dthdukih related to him the circumstance many 
yfeiirs before, and whieh' was, no dpuW,^ 
yiifrs' aftir the fact had taken place ; ' ihr id 1 651 
dieri is a record of Stadukin being Stiir alivi a^ 
Ah^yrsk. It cannot, then, hut appiar 
hfai^r' meant Michael, and not 'far^'S^di^^ht 



e” ^diShoVered^lj^e 

_ 1'.:^ .Mi\ 




case s!tan^ • the piy^^ 

julf hearsay, and contradictory affidavit ffi Ma^ fr, 
of yc^ages he never, bort^ a part in, is ,,to. be 
j)i^ io cempe^on with the , original .^cuhiea^ 
s^. ^nemoriahi pf Pesh^W* relating to n wyq^e 
whiffi he decUedly did perform in son\£ way^yf 
other :— weak argument for a continental, 
tion. , , , 

, ^ It ^ appears by this favourite depositiop, 
tbisM;, Taras. Stadukin had Tchukotskoi xVo<y^forhis 
o|)^ect, ,apd not Shelatskoi Noss; the shortest, .^d 
smest \vay to which was by the Aniny ^^nyi 
An^^yr rivers. As to the insinuation of ptip- 
tii]|n. journey, that Taras Stadukin pe^r^^^ 
hh^e^t pyyr Shelatskoi Noss, from a knmplt^e 
|n^t l^shnew liad made his way into the Ea^efp 
^h. the same manner^, it is only deserving pf 
M miiclh atj^ntipn as tp remind Captain Buniey 
tW,t)eshnew sailed in. 1.648, and bis friend Taj^ 
in 1 / 0^, pr ^ ,si?tty^ .Ifehrs , after ; independent of 
’ ^iftipn of Captain Putney, in pnoftier 


or his nook, that ‘«o kmnvle/d&ii was entertained. of 
palttiefy^,^vpffiUiotr there or^.e^- 

’ anft yet . Tar^ ,^t^^^ j^te^, 

pppf jcpptpled^e- i This , Irish requires, sonie .^^i^- 
j^pat^pp,, ^ I^,>yiould, havp beep nearer .ther 
Caph^in ^urpey onjitted the napie pf IQte^ 
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new, ' and said; that oo doiiht Stiuhikki! 

adn^ed mode of proceedings fi’enii la) sIohcHfW 
ttdge that his ‘Idnsman had aheady succeeded! iii 
the same manner, 'although I deny that such 
|troceeding was over Sheiatskoi Ndssi Isthmus 
such there he); but to have been over the Great 
Atiiuy Isthmus. 

“I will now quit these gentlemen, and drdw 
your attention to a journey performed round aiftd’ 
through the country of the Tchuktehi, by) Major 
Pavlutzki; it is circumstantially described, and 
deiervirig of much attention. I will select those 
parts of it only which refer to geography; l)W41l 
divide his journey into seven parts, aUd to eath 
part there shall be a separate descrij)tion ;'iUnd 
I will draw a probable conclusion of the joUmey' 
he did actually perform. . ) 

“On the 12 th March he left Anadyrsfcv^is 
route lay to the noith-east and east, to the source 
of the river Tcherma; he reached that source ott 
the 2.3d March (as will appear by a back caleu* 
lation) ; from thence he marched due north sixty 
days, and reached the Icy Sea near a consi- 
derable river;- that was on the 23d of May. 
He afterwards marched along the Icy Sea coast 
for fifteen days (at times so far from the land;' 
thiat the mouths of the rivers were barely - dis- 
tinguishable ; done, no doubt; ) to shorten* "his 
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joul'nie^.’'insteaid;of.;going round the bays).!,. F£9in< 
tha;;7rth' Juneiiwhen he arrived, until the 16th^ 
he halted,’ when- he again resumed hisr jourgey 
^ong the. Icy Sea Coast for fifteen days more, and 
halted OB' the '30th of June (near the easternmost 
of two rivers, which he had passed, within one 
day’s journey of each other), until the 3d of July, 
when he attempted to cross the promoriotpry ; 
hut it was not until the 14th of July that he 
was enabled to march from the western to, thp 
eastern coast (having high mountains to cliiuh, it. 
was 1 . ten days before he reached the latter, the 
country of the Shelages being on his left, viz. on 
the 24th of July,) when Pavlutzki embarked, pa^ 
of his i)eople in baidares, and with the rest 00 % 
tinued his march along the sea coast, in a south-^ 
east direction; when, in seven days, on the 1st of 
4i^gust, he cajne to the mouth of a river ; and 
ki twelve days more, the J 3th of August, to 
tfee anouUi of another, beyond which, at the 
distance jof ten versts (six miles), there ran into the 
far towards the east, a head of land which, 
at the beginning, was mountainous; but gradually 
dimiiiishing, ended in a plane, the extent of 
which could not be seen. Here Pavlutzki ceased 
toinUow the sea coast, and turned inland Axmwvdis 
therAnadyfr reaching the fortress in seventy daysj 
(BTion riiedldst of OWober. 

X 2 
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aoaount pf 
jPfiylutzki’s JpurnaU 
I pn4 , ^istapces I tWp)^ hp . ac^usi^j^ 
mjM 

he was provided with reip-depr, ip ,poi|a^era|^e 
^aaptitie^, which answered the purposes pfffpiry- 
ing bis arms, amHiupition, and baggage, as ^eU 
as his provisions, and ultimately also served, . f^r 
food^ The Tchuktchi people, when they travel 
Ifdih: loden rein-fleer, do not go noore than or 
versts a-day, equal to four and a half, oy 
h^des* They are three and four monthly i^pon 
,lJieir journey hither from the Bay of Spint J^aW- 
. deuce, although the distance does not e^peed 
eight or nine hundred versts (four 
sixty, or five hundred and twenty mil 
,was six months. Pvolutzki tells ui 
bis first journey he did not go more thap^ ten 
.versts, or six miles# a-day, halting at times. I 
shall therefore venture to admit his hayip^ gone 
, but versts a-day, or four miles and a hfitf, 

' ' ' ' i ^ V' ? ? ’ ? .K' f ? !{ 

in, a direct line, when in a mountainous county ; 
and ten versts, or six miles a-day, wjlien on tHe 
icy and eastern sea-coast, where he wpulq ba 
much assisted. Upon his return to Au^yr, I 
shall allow him also eight versts a-day, more than 
which he can hardly be expected to have aone : 
uncertain of the proper or direct route, whined 


hundred and 

■■■. : f'JlLu 

s, that upon 
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ksf his people xtttfst have beehpafter 
faBMousJ' and p^lbW dampaigti, 'Sil^ 
"to the HehVy fidls' ‘of 'showr whieK'^Mie 
^jp{(/ntfe’ of ^eptteniber afid Ottob^r must have ptd- 
Such a latitude. ** 

Pavlutzki’sJiVst route lay between north-sef^ 
Oast — say east-north-eaSt, twelve days, ’ Or 
fifty-four miles ; his second route lay due tiorth, 
sixty days, or two hundred and seventy miles ; 
his If route east, thirty days, or one hundrM 
and seventy miles ; his fourth route east-sbiith- 
e^t^ ten days, or forty-five miles ; his Jifth roulfe 
soii^h-east, seven days, or forty-two miles j Ms 
%tvi% route south-east, twelve days, or seventy-twb 
"nines : and his seventh route, a direct line to' the 
Anadyr fortress, whence he had departed, a di^ 
should not exceed seven hundred 


nt-; i ■ , ■ 

versts, or four hundred miles, to be made in 
seventy days. 

Having thus given an idea of the courses aiid 
"Stances of* Pavlutzki’s march,, I will draw your 
'^^tehtion to tlie places he arrived and halted at, 
^^nfi which are in a manner noticed in his jouriiAl. 
f *»' His^ first route carried him to the source of 
the' Tcherma, a river well' known ; his second 
route to tpe Icy Sea, near to • a considerable nyer, 
j rao%n by the name of the Bolchoi fiteha, 
^aii^ituated a little to the eaist of Cape Baranov 
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KamPtt ; Mi tMM route carried hM* to bi^j^tld 
tH^' easteriiMokt of two ri^ferS, wMdh I stlpiX»e* 
atfe’ the rivulets ieen hj Skahurofft m Tch!^^ 
Bay, ' (for rivulets 'th^ would ouly appear ; du; 
August and September to ShalaurofT, althoa^ in 
June and the beginning of July th<^ might other- 
wise appear to Pavlutzld*), and the Kvata and 
Phckla of Billings. Pavlutzld s Jourth journey 
carried him to a place where he procured baidares, 
consequently to a place where there were inha- 
bitants. That place I take to have been the Cape 
^fbrth of Cook,f and the Karpa or Ekakta Of 
Billings. It is there that the last of the Eastem- 
Sea Tchuktchi are said to reside, and Where 
there is a fishing-place, according to Captain 
Billings; it is there, also, ^that Cook saw a b<idy 
of water, and which may serve as a shelteri*^ 
place for fishermen and their boats. 'Pav* 
lutzki’s fifth route carried him to a river, ‘which 
I take to have been the Amgooyan of Billings ; 
and his sixth route carried him to another rivdr, 
wMch 1 take to have been the VoucherVarori Of 
the same person. The head of land beyond it, I 

. * This I presume is natural : people, in vessels may dseipa 
a body of water a rivulet, which to an array would appear 
as a river. 

t Or more properly Cape Kuzmin of Baron Wrangel, 
See the Map. ' . ' . 



AfPJBNWX, 


cowsider isi tbe Cape which? ipcluced jB!ehripg,^|<^j 
tWR ohach, .and the Bay .oft Klashepk ,B^t, 
liagSj OJ* «e£H: , Bmpa^’a Isle of Cck^, , <The{ip.. 
partimlars stinkingly confix each oth^: as ^ tq 
art idaad ioff Cape Noth ;* theMj ia aaid to bfs 
oae!< wpon ^hisch the Tehuktehi preserved.. 1^1*^, 

reirt-deei: during the season of hostilities. 

, “ J will now describe the route laid down iq 
tlM map prefixed to Captain Bimney’s book- . J, 
know not who is or was the author of it; but 
<d' the map itself, I will prove that absuj’dity 
and. incorrectness are its prominent featiu’cs, and 
as such, undeserving of any other attention thaq 
to expose it. ? ,,g 

, ;j Jt has been already said that Pavlutzki, dqrr 
hig the Jirst twelve days, marched between nort|ij- 
ea^t and east, and in the following sixty days due 
and yet this sqpient map gives Pavlqtaki 
tOth^ve gone nearly the same distance during the 
during the sixty days, hence no difficulty 
iq, accounting for a north-north-west instead of a 
noith. eomse. Upon the icy sea coast Pavlutz^ 
B repreanuted as having gone in TiiiiiTy dqya 
only about one hundred and twenty -five nules, or 
and a->half arda,y ; while in the following ten 


* Evcii Captain Cook supposed there was an island off 
Cape North. See page of Captain Burney’s book. 
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<ro(matiiitt)IOiii»liiiiM 

fditjr-tilii^i ‘iitfli^,l I OB /otir/emqni^ten a<edaf 
Pi«i^lHEteka!s<iros8iid -the^'cbnDtij/cif ^eiTdbnlolciMIO 
ia ^tedknoe afnan active enein3ri[iu]d>8£ 
litoate&otta wheiiM arises ^the jnstJaesd * 

orpi^opriety' or even necessity of Captaiii Biimej!^, 
alii^ion, lihat ^ Pavletttki did not cross at a Mn-h 
raw part of the Tchukotski country f'—sareiji^^pd 
OT’iixty miles cannot be termed a wide pbrtyfmdif. 
indre' he could not have gone in ten days.--} ■lilmi 
author of that map had done better to haVe ahl) 
IdHVed fdur and a quarter miles a^day when Ira- 
veifing the high mountainSj and fourteen milfes;ai>! 
dayqwhen on the icy sea coast ; this at le^t yo^i^ 
have been more reasonable, and still jp ajt., 
ertop ; sudi, however, would have teft ;a -oainawi 
isthmus ; a junction with Am«dca vras' -'»tlw5 
ol^ect, and Captain Burney^ ’ map smted 
l^de or narrow, Pavlutzki crossed, leaving tHe^ 
CQuntty of the Shelages upon his le;^, 
nd doubt to insinuate a la^ i ti^ct.^ of cq;|i^t;^j 
Isieing there), and he reached a {dace >'whenfcrh» 
procured baidares; that place we agree in aUpt' 

posii^ to have been the Cape North of Cbdit?*' 

■ ■ ••• ‘ •; 

< ♦ When this letter was written to the Royal {^eiety 1 did* 
sU^j^se Pavlutzkt to have crossed to Cape Nordi of C^slkf^ 
now-a-di^y^i and with the chart of the sdrtey df 
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Ffinifitiheioei^^anap i«pirdiettt«>fa» gd%!{i»y|^te 
eksv^iMm6'eebmtid<0'tp '. 
t^nty-s^cnaksiTper ^day j and y^ during 
f(dlGrndtig dayv^ ^end udth %be aant^ 

>he; can oidy ga orie hundi^ and ^^yi>vfS 
elmii^iinleB' a-day; Why* di» dtdwence>^ >l wnuM ? 
ariff? Msdy, to enable Pavlutzki to neach Apa^i 
dynsk by the 2l8t of Octobw, he went uuthpult., 
haKihgr five hundred and seventy milea 
seventy days, or more than e^bt miles periday; 
a»i impossibility, with an army such as J- l^iVMs 
ddscrihed, in sudi a desolate country.* , , 

-!<•’ I would^ask the author of that map;Wh^v<n!^| 
Ettn^an aimy can do, in a fine country and ini' 

^sia,’ t thihli otTierwise : I think Pavlutzki must hav^ 

kuzmiri; the southern point of which is'diitSKt* 
fiNSW^Oipe i North ninety tniles^ to be divided betweea dip, 
twdifolloiuogjoura^s^ which occupied nineteen day’s tiipo ;. 
no gjceati jiafntease, when it is considered they were supplied 
wit|i baidares, and consequently might have been able to go 
6ur of five miles a-day extra. " 

tOay ftbt be amiss for the redder to measdire the did*' 
tMnc^'hriireeTi ^apd NOIth and the point whence PariatidEir 
tattiiSiLiidMid townrds this Anadyr, and Ao south>eUt bm^ 
cdifixto /fun^Tfid ffnd «%-% miles along the coast accor^p^.j^, 
3proeyi rWhjeh two hundred and eighty added to. the 
distance between Capes North and Kuzmin, where Pariutzlci 
lUttiti baye erossed, will make three hundred and seventy 
mSeeixy twenty mihs a-day ; which couM not have beep, 
aecoiapliiihed port of his army marched along the bfae|i,| , 
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p(»8esndni«f every thing that is i!e|in«ite>foikiaitK 
rish ithem^ 1 ‘am no< soldier, but l should .t^dAfc 
twelve or fifteen miles in continuation fovis^enty 
daysi to be a r^idar march, < while - twenty ujor 
twenty-five would constitute a forced 
especially if continued for the same peacv!. . !^ 
this country a different calculation must be srer 
sorted to; the nature of the climate, the depth 
<rf the snow, the lofty and barren mountains,;! the 
weight of their arms, clothing, &c., are alone 
dljstacles to prevent the possibility, of a thing of 
the kind, as passing with an army more than five 
01 ’ six. miles per day direct, in a long succession .of 
months. I also remark in the map, whit’hi i^iia 
tUsgrace to such a book as that coming from the 
pen of Captain Burney, that Pavlutzfii is . rejn^e- 
sentOd as having reached Tchukotskoi Nosi ; h§4 
such been the case, Favlutzki would never /mvc 
seen land running far into the sea towards' the 
EAST, as his journal expresses; but he would 
have seen it turning to the south-west apdj yrest- 
i^Uth-west towards the Anadyr; had PaylutzW 
reached Tchukotskoi Moss, he would imver,fi^e 
turned inland towards the Anadyr, hut he, wopld 
have continued his voyage along the sea const, 
fffovided as he was with baidares. 

“ It is apparent that Pavlutzki saw the lap, 4 
which induced Behring to turn baclr,. a lapd 
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wlneh‘ ite> diid:B 0 t reach,' for he (X>uld< BOt;v eee>:a^^ 
eackeht ^tb the ^east ; while Behring conM ndt seei 
esrient -tn tthe- ^pest - I think there' can be no 
doubt- that such- place is -the Bay of • Klaisbenie of 
BiUiiigB, in about theiktitude of -67® 18^ ®r 
about twelve or fifteen miles 'south of the ^int 
where Pavlutzfci arrived at, which in that case 
would have been to the latitude 67® 33" 
eighty-three nules south of Cape North, or one 
hundred and seventeen miles south-east of- it; a 
ilktaUce which Pavlutzki might with facility 
hadef'.rdached in nineteen days when travelling 
Witfe haidares, being only six miles a-day ; he 
might- hOve gone more ; but he could never have 
Inched Ichukotskoi Noss^ (inde[)endent of thO 
rei^bfts I have before given, as the seeing of 
ikfid to the east,) which is one hundred and 
seVentyi-one south, and two hundred and forty- 
ttvb distant, from Cape North, or thirteen miles 
plet'dayV 

‘ Here if may not be improper to ask Captain 
Burney, why he has accused Captain Billings of 
placing aU island off the Bay of Klashenie to 
cbri^^ond With the Cape North of Cook ; there 
is a difference of about eighty miles in the latitude 
of the two places, vide page 194. Does Captain 
Bbrhey forget the Island bearing his own name, in 
ikt. 67* 45", N.? of does he forget that the land to 



"‘Me bf it 

%f%'Captdh^ m Mr 

^'4 t77& ? i ^^btKer tHb By^y bf idbSkSMe 
is near Burpey’s Isle, or iieafei^ to llib“yp|tt,- 
isie to ttte^ s6utliwaiy,‘''is to 'ihb (BfiSSblt to 
iledde. Wlien Billftt^, iti a baidbre, ViSited'i^e 
isay of Kiaaheaie, tlie land might hard 'fOt*iiibd 
like aii island ; bat he never cddld hare 
fbsed that bay to have been Cape North f for ’He 
expressly placed the latter near to the 1iVer 
'^kakta. This attack of the Captain’^, aa 'kfe 
'aeVetal upon deceased individ'Ualsj wak 'HmHeOei- 
''lary^ and more than the simple title - of' hlS’ bOdic 
^^tlified. Captain Burney should recoHebt thyt 
‘^dbm^risons ai'e odious, — that drawn by bihi *150- 
’ tween Captain Billings and Ledyaitf' ver^’afkAi 
' kp.*' Had Captain Burney known fhe''H6al‘’cHk- 
'iMeter^ bf those two men, he would 'havb'fe^dlS&- 
'bd ' silent and not haye unjustly beiistited *iHe 
bnie, nor unnieritedly have ektoUed' tlib '^‘^t 
do no good to discuss ' upon theit’irieirff^ ’yr 
'demerits^ both were utifortuiiater aM' tifiere‘ '‘l 
feaye them, to draw your' attentM fb ttib W]fl^s 
entet^yising Hytib, IH 


f 




^ Capjtain Burney’s practice apd pijeeept 
Afferent, vide page 280, when siH'^Hipg-pf 
the case of this same Lfd^ard^ 
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Pjsswe#.., /-J .f.wr:« « 

, j jlj^yi^uroff , ^topd, <^. 

,^€^kpi Nosi,] but b^csy^ifbej.y^^ed 
ijofi^rnear it* he wa^ yetaiided by euntioKy W^^s, 
,ou account of the advanced season, obli|^ 
,ff> awk foi' a wintering place : he accoi^ing}y,:^ 4 ~ 
^§^aotf/tA into a large oi)en liay» which his Jpup^ 
on the west side of the Nossj and foi;!^^ 
tbe Idand of Sabedoi. In that.J^jy^ 
^l^^jjCp^ . not winter, no fish nor wood beii)g-|o 
j^^pifpeured, although he discovered two Rjip^l^. 
§i^^}U’pff got out of the bay, and roun^-il^lie 
jJjjl^d .qf Sabedei, when he fastened his Y.espfl 
jt9.,a|.bpdy qf ice,, and was carried by a , cuwqpt 
j^g?|l;T^uth-?vest five verets or near three wiles 
, hoqr hence I infer the run of the coast fiqni 
,|he IC^nia to Sabedei to be east-north- east .aqd 
west-south-west. On the second day after 
|ie^y^ the Isknd, of Sabedei, he saw far t0,,,^e 
l^qrih-east by nprthf a fi^puntain,— in other Tyor|s 
he, saw ftte land he had left, via- Sheiatskpi.^q^. 

• Let the reader look at the map for the Islands nonr it, 

^Irov^ to ekist by the late survey of that part tinder the 

t This is by compass, or N.E^ f Ei true, ' 
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UpDiii jbhe fouFth day/he re^iried' the'^CplJrt^ 
datcfrmined ■ to again make .^dttdtipti^i’Whioli ' 
he did, tiever to feturn. ^ a! u 
“ I agree with the learned -Mr. -GoKe in-dOttbt* 
ingi whether Shelatskdi Noss -extends -so fee te'- 
the north as placed - In Shalauroff’s ehartj- feir; 
the aide reasons given by - that gentleman ;- hut 
I am of opinion that the general outline and- form 
of the coast will be found perfectly correctv**^ 
The accounts of Pavlutzki and Shalauroff cori--i ‘ 
respond. The river whence the former croSsi^J 
to the Eastern Sea must necessarily be in : neaiiy s 
the same latitude as the place to which hescdme) 
out at, nnd which we suppose was Gape NolPthftt 
that river must therefore have been in Tofaacas- 
bay, which is the name given to ShalaurolF’fehayi j 
and that river, according to Billings and Shalau.'^ - 
rolf, cannot l)e far distant from Shelatskoi No^s. 
The accounts of the two latter gentlemen- also- 
correspond, and prove the existence^ of a pitn- 
montory from which Billings could not havfe been - 
far distant. It appears by Billings' map that the - 
Karpa and Ekakta rivers run into the oceai<fOa»t 
of the Noss, While the Packla and Kvata- ^ter ' 

* Let the map in this book, copied from actual survey, he 
cpmpared with that in Mr. Coxe’s, and who can then doubt 
blit that ShalaurofF reached Shelatskoi Noss, and In till ' 
act of getting round it, when the wind failed him. ‘ ^ 
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<^e Noss. Jt dso. appeftf^ 
tb»biwh^i)i ;BiUii)gs> was on the-; iherwaA 

♦fifty-one miles from then£fltt‘<wr <Sea; andu only 
sevdnty-four miles irom> the icy Sea when on i the 
KvatS', It may therefi»e be admitted^ that the 
{wosuoaitoiy lies between those - two rivers, and 
wonld not be far. to the west of nortk from himtir 
for when Billings was on the iCvato he was in his 
most noithem situation; as his route changed 
fromi north-west to west, and south-west, being n 
rights angle to his former general route, and de- : 
n^steating that it was there the adverse ridgesi, 
orrchains of mountains had united, and that not 
far! idi^nt from their junction they must ter# 
noiiiate -in iU due north direction, that being the 
centra point between north-west and north-east# 
the coui^es of the adverse ridges. 

‘^-I^should calculate the Noss, when Billings was 
on- iftie. Kvata, and at the junction of the ridges, 
tothave been> as far distant as it was to the East- 
era or Icy Seas ; fifty-one miles added to seventy-, 
four, will give one hundred and twenty-five miles, 
the^half of which is sixty-two miles and half, 
the> .distance I take the Noss to have been frpia 
him due north, which is also about the same 
distance which he journeyed along the val- 
leya of the eastern sea coast. That the run of 
the mountains on the eastern coast is north-west 
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^ ./;the latitude ^(i IpngJ^t^de , .uf , I 
(^ derived from the voyage? of 
^j^,§halauroif, and supported by. ciYPUti(^t^1^ 
.jpyid^pce,) let us resort to another ,jp^(|!^gpf 
if^flgoing, equally corrohoratiye. , 71)|l 
.North is ISl® east,,; that,. 

:%i;;i|^^ is 169 east vi^thig, 

, about 240 miles of longjtH^^ flW® 
are only 37 miles differeueq : 

t}}p^.. inference then is, tlmt t^re 
_ipy v^rjf northern land betmen tl^m, 

^ported as this argiunent 

Ifopi the. islaud of Sabedci ^ ^Bar^noY,, 

is , d^ttOted- as baying . been tra,v,qp^ 

laurod*' .:': •-‘/■ii .i ir ill ‘>'>)f,i>ij(j 

, i ;“ I^t us, .however, have .YecQjpr^ tQ,,^ 9 |j^r 
jpode , of , calculating the latitu^ and ian^tW^y*^ 
of Bhelatskoi Noss ; let us ref@r to tha,wf]l|tji|im(pn 
direction of the land from Baramn; 
the east, and the equally weUrknoum course o^djl^ 
mountains, and direction of the coast on the 








i^'andlSier liile be dratni firoiri 
l^e ^8“ W, longitude 18 1** east, to flie liOiii^- 
and at the point of intersditi6n 
M Nos^; it cannot far err; if wiB tte 
longitude of 175 or 176 * easf^^^it 
placed due north of the ifi6ui)tiiih 
oh the Kvata — as it wiU if i8ha3*h®6^(!^’s 
iiii c<^Ct, and as it wiH alsb iu iHie ^eflit 
Navitig sailed round ; beicau^^ 

‘' It #91 tiot form any remarkc^le eippi^- 
' '^i^'hidhtoty, suificient to dira#^ fdr*fo 
it# ^wersf of ah' unleftfaed/ bhti 

' Aa t6 its formatioU #e'hiH4 
1 *^ Jti<%e by, except the undoubted e*- 
of a laige bay to the west df 'li, 
'Vuh 'df the htiid due tWrth ' foom the 

i# S^feilaittufPi- 




Pavlutisld; end thU'*#iB‘ife 
part* bf 'the ' bky is • 



% flfiWP , ;fs j 
cvMm^ ¥veise^i^W*w 

it^ilias^ pfS8MW>'r»n^^l)€H£%^ i4Bn^fiSIWfSB> 
to be travelled round at a gresft, j^/o£,twa^ W^Sh 
^lesMld an^djdiei^itiift .^fT •' 

tho,jpHfta^PH jrf .8b<dabsi^ 
fow4 ^ ilMt!(re' ventured; 
iBfl*ptaj»,tiNl pot. )^W94-^!?iN^^ 

aif#^,^?fpwlBible ppproont^^ 
cotBl^^i^cpurse of.saiUng, P)j 4 ,% J?My rSoej^o 
kp|ltffi(«eou»w»n Q%g 

changed his epuiie^^^^’rPWnlifeSg^^^ 
ppftliblff lP i»ave <^ng«d itjj^..P 9 in^ 

ha¥ft>i 5 epre«iited, and »o^pf(»noiS«ry..j^ 
patent, «t lewt-not spch .A pnoias 9i!HJ 

t<i*!fe)n^f #? trading. ^pss*ich4;^..te ,4e»^i%» 
TsMmM ^ ithe paaeJsiKW 
c(KMn^H>H8t;he.ch8|tigi|^ fspip 
soiltliifffies^ vresti'^ftsd «fW; tpt 
ahtesaWess^ to Jtpepirfi^.^ Mm iWi 

indcAl top rapt^hipril dpiRreBpp;tp,hpfi)a«s4^ii 
siknps, ftiffta l^itbe i»pst.p*fflatw^>»)l^n^.r 
ea8fc/to/a! »oi!ttifwpsl» W 
acm^ti<fm .i^e^<mmrJ(a^ (^^rm 

i,.n ThamiHP wiU, «h(w I.pri^ieted »<»tai|pcpssi[]ij^y,l.„„H 



m’ 

^ckimfiikhi nj** 

nS^II ^^ttie'Att^yi*'’''’-^ « •*“ iniUy/misd 

. “ The ciirreritS%iU ’h^t'becttJ55'^*'’ 

iMd jdtlidu^ ' 

yfiP^k fitile' they doai^uejSihiBVtrttf’rf 
o^^^kitl%i^t!ehsive fo the , 

t%ear tennmation' of ihe dedthiAif 
dheki^ frofifi the of 

■^fetejfhgh-a^eth^n^ two or’tteee miie9-liii(hdf|f '^ 
be**¥3^^«ifeM >ih the nai^ etiak^ 
itftSSsJ notHRMIofw that sudj-eofreflt 'weiM bfcJfeie<| 
iiftlfe ^i^x^ahae to^the^iiefih, at a^ dietaice^^ 
‘df latiti^ ‘ liV (dsi»li|^peiimd 
thlte ' hi«' pMibdicaJ hat 4»ete<diq 

tHe'*'ffetid# had ^oiife*‘l^j' the'ice'aiMt>^ 
si9i^ hiS^^he hij^tihg,' the eufi h^ Wi'ththaWii^ 
itrf^pdWfeH* ifthl'‘^e witew ihe soa^ 

\l]^ the V<da» WMcK^aje eaunedli#^^ 
tMf 10®^ l^j^'^e^d^atidha er' o^ 
hdirk€i^^b?^^ltdhii‘'t^^ ih^itkikt/ms^ami ^an^i 

hf' the' wind ^tprniss 

slffiKT0^ifat«fS'iI Ih other ‘Hl<^rdK;> thill' ^ 
wj^pW^whid' hibwir the^ ^iteh 

Sureiy'ife^’^iyiahjje'ftf iioWwS cah iftnly Bfe tteHiwd ehciflar. 
y 2 





mA 

i) 60 ofciiUbd always 

•>itei^t^aiiij|€oiuid none^f aiid};itf(n«hat«}Klt]itMtt- 

trefftiwwe#«^f^etse9l&«ii, 

'^tbftfbicifVettt %a«W0vari4ii!i^ avwV 

libHDafin^ acyon .arroikn^fcrmtoifepp^ 
t<at ‘oae i^e se^ a* anotli«<!^e 

ixit itti bath 

Such was aha thb case #ith 'B3l^^tiandt^fl^ 
’(4oir*itt‘ ttie Cea bf Kcfyma, wherbj ho«il8¥(Sf‘1sud- 
‘SeiC^e chatige wind has beehf tha^ b^l^ 

been equally sudden, and^hi>'W’i#bh^e 
^*l^rd[)bMEori to the strei^h oFwmd. ^Cf^tlAutl^- 
^^ifeT*‘rettiin*Si that the currents dxpfeI^fcb^&^^ly 
■‘’fejflfeuttiff t^ere a/wos< uniforMy ^fi^ I 

■^^i^^.^the Mndw^as abiibst Unifofmly thA^iUNhe 
=tJpon the 28d bf Augttsi; 

ShatetttWP syi»b«ti«ro|he 
htit the' cuii^nt barrfet# j 
' ' tntori^' flt^tin^ ’ led V ‘kd^ 

Wfe to 'dbnble 

■ ^iit’*’»«w0lf(it% Mbi^. 'It^% 

'’jfbttrnal of Shafedi'bff^' dod' I^'biftndt 
I^ena ili; ffiatffoin 

-- at ku iluvf 5n«ai(fo3t 

.O'. * ® 

an^durin^^^^ and I mention toe circum- 

^ stance only to prove tliat there is always a *cih:rentMi{*TO^ 
part' of tile world when there is a brCeie. ‘ ^ ? 



jURnsVlMK. 


im 

fliddf vtjfeui srtnd^iw f n hdth |i4^ 
^tfnfeftdlen ivtfajrou^le' Iveetie fdidoSpnn^fwq^^ite 
;is^oiig>ieudi^ goin^MtveqlMl^vto 
per hour, rathei* i»d kb^trftvcwrieiQt 
,^lp^l8ikmfoftslferong/^^l«v^)po^w^^^^ 

■»Miteiiailt)!ef ft? cunmtri ‘^ontiAu^ 

\]Mnthi«i»sib Hhad fcauaed j r latid* whicfe 

rbM^' iWiifch itegp^t to the^mmints eQC(»i|nt#|'edo^y 

except 

0#N«ft4hfWi$xp(?i4eBced by Shidauroff,attssidi 9 g»-ps 
.upon the wind, , July^ j^^ij^t 
from, the ffqr^r^tv 9 i^i 
I a^iwpraht which- cprifid them two pmi?!tS(,1??!<^e 
?i9th ti|iey had a freshshpe^ 

Wd ^ three 

QWF^nti ojntinued mdil mi^i^^iof 
bifteji^tbiti whW #ew was but Uttle?wdn4y 

^pdibttt one md 

midnight the |(ipd 
^ud the cui^n<^ ins^^y 

IJeoce I cannot, bwtt.^er 
iquu»pl?s^,thatr.the,wiBd nptipg,^|^n 

Kolyma, as well as in that north of Behring’s 
fe 'dionC the cause of the curiratwi^if so, 
thjs^jproye the existence of an op^ arid Ex- 
tensive ^a to thQ north-east, else where wo^d 
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AxtftmnsA 


Shalauroff :s three miles per hicmr h aw » o ei« irfft hBiii | 
tia^4be;Wd ibat i wimiAmetl^*rwArik^ 
dd w o iH ^W iiikpafca)? mestMoAhvi uoepsimg^ 
(£ipli|^BbRiey^#eii^ tbaA^^alirptaftl^^ 
fame ipBijeuiletvvsohiefrfaere^KiiQd the' itBr^nniff 
iinie[>iqi9h{«MtHid/f^ to! 

seiithwK»s^/:uWrue^;l;ddniit kidbf fi>asibflitg| iImb 
ilarthieiei^^iwind a weiterljrjieM^ntii 

Inii'i^raigimneirt will not hold gdad witb aticttttd 
ea^ wand. -l)id the oontaii^ 

Antnbe^ nia very &r iiOKtb^ a^ nnkKgm 
bf:p^>§imwth-4aiC wind could uoitfnodiMd 

a(«onApW!eBt or south-west i^uiT(N^ 
pl)dl{i|nKiho.f^^ dl rton thdSQiiitrwy^dtl^^ 

Woiffldf^be and; smodth betntatgaHfcbl 
Mtodld add 

udien Sbalaur^i^ hadrup^ 



a/piieiitiOf three milQft pefsh$HHblblii»;i^XMhn 

then, the 



oi 


home' JWrtA wlufitodifi 

hjiipejcpae ? A^wrlAr^t 
foiet watei; mh^ bht tatiber :oet j(4 
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|iBRt&l9|Msowm{ ‘Uf<ui 'tr;X| asUns ta ufj Itoiucils^ 

liiifceidR^ oblfir- 
T H itlp ibii p M i i»Ji£rditi9cb li|d(a(J]«x]N»ii;>pRti^ 


ii# ' -[Ilf. 


hefcaiiiwHt8>/<wA^Sw>aii7 iln^ 
(^taleBt>cAa)^itibelijbli biit hdw$lnr<ioiilii|eK|»lt 
auii parsed iii<iitedce»ti >iiide poge-iidilu'. 

Ittn jppua iii t thafr^ k il7M 

Mlwis pdhb^ Ar) 
WiSfiKimwuk ^r;Kmtclmtka;;vrbiepe amluSaiadi 
btmfHUaitim slUite/MviB^iMti'bitiski^^^ 

^’-CaptaiBrStampi 
aap(fito\nMiti&4hig story^io anyria«dti,oatdOH||h(i{ 
tdidwststsd'i^ what the chaiacters .^dnfllfetv 

Bvs[iiiI>tolhd(i7ieithelK<>re^ imb/f 

n#«ap{i^ihihif««^!^ ^Umitadh^ 

th4^c(^ 

pMrtitllidw w«n<^ 

kl^i^^fkrS^dmei-^th 

ttbsuCapudiif^U lirichaed to ’dohbi diem,^ dtify 
catiaia^ dtojlr ha|>{iiieA to he ih eitact 


, jri^^biUtjr o| wWch lw.hM 

a? !^Jf“ *Mf<5 natoi»?^ f«ii#)f 

^ ,p\Vix , qpipipns, ,, q^pecj^p p|i^qs^pbsii»» upf 

!»r|»qn trpf^pgjppw.# 

je?^ north-^ast disppveries ; but J Ibinteidt 
cap easily p^ved, that }|d:uU^ ha? j^jeii^tad 
mp^ rqally doubtful and improbalde eyide^stban 
.Paptain Burney, who appears througb^jllis 
w^h a drowning man with a stmp^> ebi^^ 
I ^ 7^17 trivial circumstance which wouldi4n,liie 
l^t apPEPi’t or favour a Continental Jppcti9»»;>o. 

, , ‘‘ But Captain Burney proceeds much farihear^ihr 
b^^fays, ‘ admitting tht fact a^ rekdi^ 

Vie harpoon, it muld faUfm Vortj^^divmg 
travel from the ^uriipeiiii JMkoj^- 
, Jlfr^fp §eas ; as the Russians 
pONG BEFORE the t^ of hlf JilttniWUBsitE 

inVfi^c^ Vie use of \ Puropom<batpk^ 

afpl y^^ the f iES^iVlSSEEl ^>Let 

"^S^jtam Burney teU PS u^hat.piaceibe41u#»il»^y 
theiFord, there, and to whom r^e ? BHariatmthad 
V induced the use of JEuropean i harpijig* itiaiis 
Jig ji,GiNG BEFORE. Docs the paptaiif kpcMTithat 
||amtcbatkp;^ h^ only been discovered pight^n 
years, and conquered but five years ? ^The Captain 
My say, it is natmal to suppose that yesscls,had 



wtliiM 

^^lilii^i^^liie'^aiCM 'was the^M'(He 

Ish^\isnered!iM^^ 

Mn ecin^aei^i Saeft fevhowe^^iidt the isase^^^ 
ifihfeiina iiever werej nor do I think evd: #fll t^, 
^^iiihaleva i#this"pait‘ oPth^Woirld; theiy' ha'<^ehe^t^r 
i^fidhute fiy than t<y s^fc for whales n^thotit '% 
^^sdaerket to- ’carry their oil to. In shorty I idart ^ 
tnOireaaon’for doubting the testittiony of Busch’ Or 
' dieslisk^w^ignorance does not beget falsehood'. It 
fdd'jW^ldty t^t Oa^ain Burney did not a^O adinit 
■>(fllOtfafett<of' the whale and harpoon story, 'whiii^ 
ocettifted Upon* the coast of Corea, sixty^ ^feafS tJe- 
Edhre/iiWheit neither Okotsk, Kamtchatkk, nbr the 
i\A*iffldyr had been discovered, much less ; 
l^ twhoki, ‘ in' such a case, would Captain Biii^i^ 
1iaV6>hadHhe Bussians introduce the use of ’Etird- 
a yc ii t ^harpirig irons,- and • where then woidd’ ‘tie 
■fhttWhadttte-whide coine from? In this case, thfeltfe- 
^,fo«e,vCa|itain Burney has b«£n at least prtidfeni^'^ 
JyJ “ I# iSiih S;^akirig of ^ Mr. Busch that Ca^^n 
tBohi^dias p^d sttc!r^^‘^ sweeping aiid Mi^^dk 
‘ UttWpUihetit^ to ought' to thSlk 

ahim * i|ii®eh^I do f , tide page* 110, althoi%ti,‘’ * I 
7JC<nfiM»V'‘I *do hot- think I merit ft. 'Caplin 
Biuuey sailed under the celebrated G(fok'-iti his 

^ ^^**'C4>tain Burney says no men have been gvc^ict irnitc^fgfs 

isea 
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CftpsNw 

I ,^iipt koay i#> 

i|p4^|but if ^ey are office seme; liitate^ l!Mk> 
i^orthera Voyages, then scartwdy h^'/mej^ 

Clip cpmpUment. Gaptaui Bjuniey’se 

o£ ^ vc^e^er^, will naturally account fp{>,>j|)isKrpK!n'j> 

such as 

lut|i|d^ J^te^ard, and Andreef ; hut,i.| >b^:5)®dfllll 
fop this raBlery, hia age and his wisdolw innpatfi^ 
n|Qr0;^pect< ■ . tf* <5 ^niwaiJ 

.‘r'r W^ting Andreef ’s name will alsd bri^hjiii!»iM[ji 
npiijt^ for a few words. In page 37(5 of! sBumwyi) 
tl^vf , is a passage thus th^ ndi^ jlhaldc^thr:^) 
of water was found to decrease, therel hitt 4te 
lU^k dm^ they Ask/ approached. tke^ ^Iand MiM % 
Andf!B^J It 4s ai most entinoKli]wiy,«ti^^ 
stanoa that pe<^le will persi^ Andreef ^smM^ 
1^^> Im s«w<udy‘^t^^ £ear /siena^iatrBie>m!i[ii^l 
of J^e Kolyma, but no land npr in^c^^ of 
1^4 to north of them ; , whatei^rnSv ItoT 

bfure /keani, his jmimal, which is noW befeieimQ«i' 
idendoiis liothiiieg Of the Idndr Siittife Andi^ 
G^enstrom, and With Whom f‘ wSa^ |c-'‘ 
quaiht'ed in Irkutsk, has traN^elled across,,, tl;^., 



AKPENBIX. 


att 


litivW'g^tle^ver ii^ iKi 

abiok' I -kddreM^ ‘^his Mter- to 
SktSet^.y When Ge<SenStrbitt Was 

saw indications of high Md tn fhtf^ 
caHjtwhich, I doubt not, was the same land sek]^^' 
bji*«'lShakiSeu^i M the second day of his leavihg^d ’^ 
Ide^ttf^<6ah0dei. It is to be regretted 
Chfiiidtinot diange his route, instead of ‘his ^ 
tinuing a due north course. I feel sui^riikd’ ’kt^' 
tM^fatlie^iecting Andreev hecau^ 'theRfit^ra 
GktMXiiiieiit have crept into the saine> as 
evidipaitlyimi^ear when reading the instnietikhid’ 
gln^ kO Billings^^ ■ 

req)edt to a short voyage ^ made % ’ 
AnMBicnir, itisotves cmly to confirm thO account #> 
Shdauvol^ aa ^weB as to prova t^ a tribe df 
pebpieriiciei^nly ^d dweH between Shelatsl^ ^ 

l^Afesf it iiiay a aifttler of s^M^lStibh whether kogs ^ 

or^haiBarM Wtild, abneiStentljr with safety, hare traveilefi 
th|!jiiee Of otaio lar iisr Andrew's idealland is placed^ ' Sy tha ’ 
w^d|$|^,.J.4Q pof taean to aifer thatno such: land e^istfi, 1 ;« 
mean onl^^that it is a tr^itional reprt : else how came Aot,i 
dreef to Icnow the name of the land, as well as of its inhabit- 
ant'll Vhibh words have no connexion with one another? ' ' 





thyiKdlytA^4 fifid 

M the' y^y 

'^'thy- isfehd;’6^^ 

■ fiji* sufch is'’thfe‘yijiJd niCi'e^y 
'tbWferds the nbtth, 'that near ' Svatdl‘N(^a;4d ^^e 
‘westwni’d of this,' there was, only sfaefy years^.h^, 
'‘a^Mdd channel between thd Isle of Bido^^dfid 
"the main land, yet has this island been* unitbd^^to 
‘ ^e'Continent now fifteai years.* Sheh aw*^tVb> 
ordinary fact may throw sonie light 
'eettee* of the very Shallow water' all* aU^'g*^ the 
* Asia^c ley sea-eoast. , ^ ^ u: -S >0 j 1>«e 

jg jiArdly wOTth ai^uing’ whether the wtttirs 
sea decrease, or whether the >se0i<i^i(^lilts, 
'*talthot^ I thkik both are facts;) suckndhIfehiilOe 
' may be amicably settled by admitting UtaAnihe 
‘ fond iTtorCdseSf OS which there are' annual ;|Mnofo «it 
“Baranov Kameni udd * Shdafunff^'MHttts^iidotbe 
mbUtii 'of the Kolymai^: > 4^^ 

“rivets which enter ^he Asiatic !i<^'8ea,('inusa:icaity 
with, them immense quantities of loose eairtfoitraes, 

■yif *nFW» doubt iir however, cemov<ed,r,i|ft wiU^|]|e^.]^]^e 
of the expeditjop uader.Baron Wran^^. .l^he^dwclU^ 
wen in the narrow channel by Amopsow, between ^^coei 
and the main land, are even still itt ekiSt^ce, '%r '£Slh>n 
" Wfangcl saw them. ' Oor 
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^ g^t .d^tance 

-W-yd 

JP^ grfatjer 4h^ exfo^ th^ numej^vp 

*l^l^y(^rf^;q^,^n,j t^ ^njoathy refi^nd } ^hei^ 
jj^^,^( 9 rs,^iift decr^as^; ^aiid if that be ,th|e c^, 
.jijj^ey 5 alsp recede. The Idee circumst«B(^ 
(ipy .tajke pl^ . in the American icy sc^ 
(,^|ih(Pgh.<^e have, not the knowledge of so rafo^y. 
yprjygcfe ; I^ffge rivers as there are in Asia, alh pf 
-fWllish^je^cppt the Okota, Anadyr, and Apiqwf, 
3«l»tp5>l^ Jpy;Sea, : M> 

oili “iiSthfi inwnens« quantities of loose earth,, TVpo^, 
and rocks, which are annually washed into ,t^e |py 
e-iSlfia#/ have ,^ntinued to inci:ease for age^ and will 
/iiPflrinue to increase ; consequently, die difficqity 
■.):WiddaDger of navigating the: Icy Sep haxe iptyi- 
oithnied pnd will also continue to increase, in a 
f irdarive I proportion., , The facility .which, : c^- 
iiparatiyciyiilpeaking, existed two and- three ^n- 
r^^d^years i^ of navigating tli» seas iu high^ lati- 
^ tildes, : no > longer exists. Whwi onr iraprpye- 
. mietita; inrimvali archite^ 
in astronomy, as well as our improvements in 
^^iebiMarisMp, £tfe taken into consideration,' we 
ihay well be surprised at the ^ccessftd^* vdy- 
,jj|gfs .perfonned by our ancestors in cockle-boats, 
and manned by lubbers, compared to those pf vthe 
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plBBmi day. < ^ Lddt back td ’throsePtlk^^AuiM^^^ 
vi^ragwi^ ; Bii$l»i 



<ni«‘ kii geftttrtid klunrl<^dgi^Jf 

canses may be easily'^stated $< hiding 

iiKH« ice, and kss Watev^i mean inai flt^’stactsei^ 
jtlk^eirfibedings of the rivem produce 
aadb; the increase of cold the two Iktidf ;i indec*^ 
pendent of the circumstance tlmt^^e> 
fohned^ mountains of ice, and whiclr'haya^^rfi 


a^ existed under the Pole, have contintteii^d^^ 
wad eontinue, to increase, even thmigh thl^seidsdildh 
did^Uot^thange. 1 have often (d)sei*fed'tt^ giteaitniitdo 
tractire power in odd ice,^thad is^id lee'ia^os^ 
tnSB andid&id ^aamur4 >>1 hoB oqia^i 

. ^ Fa»i> howeverj wandering, and^WillriiereAnn^l^ 
draw my letter to n ednclusionfriteriingAatfShhvb'B 
Pi»tc 4 ^ ^ wer Deihnm: ;did r^ikk ^^^ 
vMith^vmels mwhidh He^suikd'fftm iHi JiolymoiM 


aikfJi TUstJjw 

^ Much less those borne by Parry and his compdmons. 

riiay be' ‘ Wftllioiit 'Mf of' Loftt&Slliitioi*;^!?^ ^ 

shf^ W ^bsseilis WdW-a*^ys* ’cWWif 
or ibi^e hoiidred\yei^ ag(^ hr/; Urnmi 

s|y|tjifs,,tb i^pl^n tb#. m 
coi||ij^|;JS apd leiayes of 

that water to the atmosphere, and consequently the more . 
likely to freeze. 





m. 


(^r{4a({|iiJE^4« ^l^^ QO j»ad«»tpii$^ 

^eS^j?^<«itisl« : l)aiir& povdk< jbc ipeDt> 

nAn:»li(ms >.q£ tJD!^^ 
j»nd Billingft; andr 
jramoji' to^ condwie^ tM t]i» 

' Iteaptm oi ^datskoi;: 

be near the latitude ef i 70" 20'^ . :or - 
^j^i^'ilHnltb; and in the longitude of 17&1er >17€u 
eai;t>tu I; thii^ it will appear, by what 1 hane« 
snjdr;:rffi^cthig the currents, that they argue AnPi ; 
a-fSle^-paisageiM^lmt is, unobstructed by kLr^iwJio. 
tihM^ 4;ko». these aiguments are si^orted a^goeili 
daajb^r the directicms and junction of the 
chiinji»Qf;i<m0untain8 whidi meet on the iKvatdjii* 


tlteeoi(U»e and distimoe to the sea ftom the rirerai ^ 
Karpa and Kvata, which enter; the oceaniiOn di£4>> 
femifit^hBi hf ;4he Promontory or Shdatahei Ness, 
aided! hyi fflarrative o€ Busch,; and the diHi 
cnn^ttaaiiat^i'procil' arking frmn; the welhknmraii . 
copaM^\cQ{ the viand ^etflt of Barmior Kamem and » 
the equally weU-hnqwn course of the land on 
etq^llje^' slipriB ; tc^ther.with Shplauroft^ yQyftge 
andPiaP) . Pavhitzki’s march and journal, and Bih> 
lings’ journal and map, all of which are sodi 
ccrtt-olkhatihg' testimonies, that 1 doubt not 
jiiliih^‘ lh dificuhng th^ idea of a Cdhtiii^tal 
junc^on, or eveii of a Great Promontory. i . , 
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• 4^8 to Cook’A exp^tion i|<i^ ie^pip^iip%th|^ 

knr mfmes fri|»p the noi^ th€^ bfl4 
besides, the (puuBtlty of ice in , 
the shaQowness of the water, ii%fat 
I am, however, of oinnion with C^ptal% Jh|r)|^« 
that tl^te is land to .the iioal^h. of J^hiings 
Sbnits ; but when I lo(dE to the ^tuatw^ 
Discovery when off Icy and North Capet, po Ijpdi 
being visible north or east of the , £brin^> 
north nor west of the latter, 1 cannot ibutt Olllt 
than circumstantial proofs of their ba^. thm 
north-west and north-east extremes of ^^r^fliht 


spective continents. = v *df 

Should you be of opinion that these 
^ments are just, reasonable, and iinpa$hihi<l^ 
am satis^ed, although at the expense • of; 
gentleman, as his book and arguments will thi^i 
appear partial, untenable, and inconcluBiive«|;^|p, 
justice, however, to Captain Burney^ J tm^t 
mit that the multipUdty rrf subjects whieh^ifjlfi* 
to. have engaged his attention, and to hay^^ eill^ . 
forth his wandering pen, when only prof^singvlPi 
write “ A Chronol<^al Histoiy of .Nortlifiept;. 
Discoveries,” plead much in hw behalf} ;h%dlir;. 
served better success ; but I cannot see any pro- 
bability of bis hypothesis being Verifled in Ms or 
my life-time, unless the originM. longevity sf |^n 
1)6 restored, and that we arc enaiiled to reach^M^f^ 
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«^(jf filiftdred' (Me a thMsand years i ift tliat 
Be a Hejpe, ajt least, if thii 
to matee Sttdi rapid adtaac^ 
t^ilwy^>flie‘ iiorth^t case, a jtinctirwi'trili 

P&k. '■" •■—■'■• ■'' .'-'' 'ft 
" 1 * * wfll fio# ■ take ftiy leave Both of t>aptMtf 

Bteifty - artd'yOu, 'Geittl«fnen, and trust' thart *l8 
dtree <tf you will excuse the length of this lettferi 
^B’^well tei its contents. Should you think it dej 
the attention of the Royal Society, I shall 
be%btiged by your causing it to be read : should 
tfify ^ipphrre of it, I shall feel honoured. Nei- 
ther they nor Captain Burney will long entertait) 
a lioubt^On this interesting question ; an' eXpedi- 
tionXrfll leave this in March, to traverse round BtU' 
l^yiatMcoi Noss 'with dogs; and about the same 
tih«|i' t ^all attempt penetrating through the* 
cU&ntiy’ of the Tchuktchi ; one or both may suc- 
ceed. ' Be the rrault what it may, I shall have the 
hotumu of addressing you for the information of 
tliO* Royal Sodety, and the transfusion of know^' 
le<^ in general^ ; I will also forward any other 
ttsdiil- Or ’ interesting information which I nii^; 
gather during my rambles. i 

‘V- ■ 4 ■ 

* Surely this passage alone ought to have exonerated me 
from an intention of treating with disrespect the President* 
or (ileVating the Secretary. I did not write to the one or to 
the ic^her, but to the body of the Royal Society. 

VOL. TI. ^ 





this letter, iwd.l 

I£*% 4 l 4 ae 4 tSfv}ng #e;a^ tine 

'^le'^v^by cOttiWrtttiB^ mW9W 

Will peiisH’andr toy i4»edifciwill’^^^^ ifr 

^tost dP the subject has alone induced me to 
it' up and WUl pltod my exciise, espefii^y as 
’Sd^itoadctistomed to address any leartied^ 
'^eresult what it may ; I shall remain, QenJ^j^ep, 


'#ith;edery. respect, vni 

^ “ Your obedient servantr 3TO(! hi« 

John Dundas CftdliftSftftofe” 

*' To the Secretary and President ■ 

'’ ‘tilPth^Rdyjki Society, London.” . w - 

?'<U 5 ,wyd 


* StoSi is the copy of the letter which I addteiMgd 
’ iVoto the river Kolyma to the^ Royid Sod*!^ ! 
ify readers are aware of the ree^tioit il hUaiintt 
with, not from the learned body comp^gibplg'i^ 
'Hbyal 8dci^, but from Sto vHumpbu^itDgify 
and the GoUned! NoW, v(toa£teTep Bw»yife!S ?j^^ 
their opinions as to its merits, not he ntor'.tbegi^ 4 uan 
any means convince ' me that the' r ai^uftents 


i, * Itja toe style which appears to have offended the a>g* 
,nity .probably of toe Council. 


t Why was not my request complied with? ’Tldsi^ii'iNihAe- 
ritra, and derogatory to toe character of lehmed tonUMl ^ 





not wdgMy, pilQ^bi^jiiniore 
at^ $(iiiK 

‘#iiliiad lis tfaej>^bjec$.i]^^<Upg, 

Al^rtteeafii Ask was i -really ;,ftf 4w^ . pnijr 

tiiie^’ td the sdiition of; ^^uestipp ^oug^,^ 
he i^ined by an F.R.S. ; and thal^ 

Whs not to be heard or attended, to. This is » 
lesson I had to learn; nor shall it, be lost i;pop 
'ke. I always, however, understood that whi^ 
h 'l^h^on was once submittad to, and received 
favourably by, the Royal Society, that then the 
subject was open to the opinions, argiunents, and 
statinneflite of others; but as it seems that a 
monopoly of arguing such subjects is to ..be 
retained by the Royal Society, I suppose; I npst 
bow, and content myself with submitting the 
to an equally enlightened, but .less vain, 
piM ‘Of the oommunity : if they iqtprpve of it, 
^i--sbaUi feet' much more gratified than if. my 
tOr rhad been put upon some old dusty shelf , 
fhO' ^devonred by time or vennin, the genqtfal 
attehdimt upon the , works even of the mosb ,^- 
>mie(tt^fssientific,. or enlightened. j 

- -t Areference to tk: map of.die: north-ea^.t pfft 
of Ask, as I here give it, will convince the reader 
that I have at least contributed to 'bring to a 
c,cp(npletion .thp knowledge of the bOundai^^'^bf 
that Continent. The distance between Bavano^ 
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y ■ ■ ■' • — ' • 

and Gt^pe Ku^in 

by^^pon Wr«ng(^ ;v^ cnpy^f t^^a , 0 ^, 

qpe| 

Ipt^r -IP Jjie ^ 

spodt.let tbe .lp4|iide pid loi^ 

Pjascecpin^by obe^ipims,, Jbe nooa^tiredt 
wjtb that I ventured to; pr^pjf let the nweh^of' 
P^lutzki and p£ BdlingSf the run or coui^ <i$: 
tjie mountains, in short, let all my argument^hhe) 
eyp so often considered and examined, r^ capnoti 
fail to be seen that I argued successfully?,:: h'ii'xrnh 
/rhe geography and circumnavigati4m»co| ’ 
being thus completed, with the excepticp 
Tmioura Cape, which has only been : traM^od* 
roppd iby dogs, with a Lieutenant Laptie^iie!! 
17§|l,^ is a circumstance I have the satisfafOtindtiOif^ 
fipt 'Static to the publip* The distam^ofsdiBStjnl 
ludos betu^een Cape Kuzinin and; ; Cape f 

apd which Barqn Wrapgel was prevented ijlromK 
wpt of provisiops from surveymg, hassjiiieotbeeKiu^ 
acepmplished by the same intrepid and #»ligb^eeedt r 
young, ofl^er, in ps miraculorus,apd dai^^^ 
manner n3 the nnpals of dis^yery <p|in beai!>%tes-t ' 
tiiperiyp of. The jooopi^^ of ;it is stated /irtiftfeeJ 
Sibotian Herald, which nodees five ej^edit^im'i 
oyer the, k;e, . undertJiken in: va, period; offtlwf*?*; 
ye^VI * tw;p of them ^ directed- to vffsoeibiiii T 



A#feirbrx. 


341 

of liie tioith-east Caj^ bf 
Alill, Uir l^tielaiiskbr while three bf the^ 
Wieite'tb 'Fro^ Sea in search Of real or 

stJii^sed^lalnds^ The last three Were unsnccesa'^ 
fal^ although some Of the Tdiuktchi reported to 
the fiarcm the musteAce of land only fifty milea 
itorth«ast of Shelatskoi Noss; they even assert- 
ed that it was visible in clear weather from the 
Ctmi^nent. Determined to ascertain the fact, the 
BatWi proceeded to Shelatskoi Noss, and thence 
directed his course north-east ; he had not, how- 
evm^ proceeded more than thirty miles, wheU a 
vl^eht atorm came on, and lasting several days, 
broke up the fields of ice, but actually 
inaulated him upon a floe, which drove to the 
sbutfvwttrdj -and rendered it very doubtfrd whether 
Im^nd'his CmnpaniOns would again be enabled to 
reieh ’4and. Besides being exposed for several 
days^ uiam this piece of floating ice, the Baron 
was destitute of firing and provisions, cut off, as 
hb^wasi -from the supplies he had buried: this 
goodj however, attended his dangerous situation— 
it mtaUed him to survey all the line from She- 
lat^oi'Nbss to the Bay of Klashenie and Serdie 
Kamtm. ’ >W^ more undaunted peri 

severande in the discharge of a public duty, sur- 
rottttded' by dangers^ ex|K>sed to privations and 
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fatigues, as well as to hunger, than this Russian 
conduct ? 

The boundaj’ies of Asia lieing thus unquestiona- 
bly known, render those of America, if not more 
important, at least more interesting. The reader 
may probably perceive a difference of three de- 
gj’ees of longitude, or a distance of sixty miles, in 
the situation of Shehitskoi Noss, between that 
represented in the little, and that in either of the 
larger maps. The rca.son is this : Baranov Cape 
is in 106'’ 40" of ciust longitude, according to all 
charts, ancient and modern ; I have, therefore, iq 
my narrative followed the custom of such charts; 
but in this probably more scientific addition to 
the fii’st edition, I have felt it right to point out 
the error, which is, that it is 100" 40''eiist of Paris 
and not of London, which will bring the actual 
longitude to 169" east from London. Baranov 
Kamen, became known from Captain Billings’ ex- 
lK.;dition : as an Englishman, unacquainted with 
foreign languages, he of course worked astrono- 
mical observations witli English books ; while the 
second in command, the present Admiral Sarct- 
cheft', u llussian, understood notliing of the Eng- 
lish language, and as the Russians had not at 
that lime any but French translations, of course 
the longitude was calcidatcd by him froni the 
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^indian^P Paris. It is extraordinaiy that the 


| slidiild exist of the longitudes of Nish- 
|isk and Okotsk, as also of the small 
Boii id the Okotsk sea. Captain Bur- 

« |)erly stated the longitude of Baranov 
ich merely compresses the land south- 
■^j^helatskoi Noss towards Cape North 
^t^,s&t;^niiles of less extent than pointed out 
lif’^d^r maps except this little one; and in 
jlic'itl ^prd'V'es that ray idea of the local situation 

B ^koi Noss was correct. The only error 
pas in bringing out Pavlutzki at Cape 
Instead of Caix* Kuzmin. I have ven- 
erefore to make that much of alteration. 

Better illustration of the subject. 

i ’’ 

, tt-is iipt unworthy of remark, that the sacred 

i. to i'k. 

which has given rise to so many dis- 

f '"’^tbn§, io identify which was considered an easy 
i|g| fi‘(^V having two islands opposite to it, whose 
^alataftts wear artificial teeth, cannot l)c identi- 


"^^from‘|hat fact. Such is Deshnew’s description ; 

i^t JsHmtskoi Noss has two islands opposite to 

^ wmcK arc inhabited ; Tchukotskoi Noss has 
iat .... 

wo^wds opposite to it, which arc also inhabited, 
md sol^ Anadyrskoi Noss. That the second was 
me one intended I cannot doubt, as from it to the 
^ady^jis a circular course, which river can be 
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reached in three days ; circumstances which da not 
combine with Shelatskoi or AnMyrst^. 

With these observations I leave 1^4 

the letter to the candour of the 


THE END. 
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